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Pages 

I (a) 

Muslim inscription of the 


1 

1 

1 
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Rajput period 

1 445 

'1035 

Ghaznavid 

22 

(b) 

„ ! 

11100 
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23 

II 
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24 


1 

1 

1 

[ 
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1 

III 

99 

i 675 
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25 

IV (a) 

Early inscriptions of Guja- 






rat Muslim Kings 

807 

1404 

Muzaffar I 

|26-28 

IV (b) 

tf 

807 

1404 

IS 

30 

V 

99 

810-11 

1407-8 


34 

"" VI (a) 

Foundation of City- wall and 






Palaces 

813 

1410 

Ahmad I 

35-6 

* (b) 

fS 

892 

1486 

ft 

38 

(c) 

♦1 

1028 

jl618 

99 

38 

VII 

Mosques and other monu- 
ments of Ahmad I's period 

815 

i 

'l412 

J? 

41 

VIII 

99 

817 

1414 i 

99 

43 

IX 

! 

826 

1422 

! t9 

43 

X (a) 

• » 

827 

1423 

1 

! 99 

44 

(b) 

99 

1020 

11611 i 

i n 

44 

XI 


830 (?) 

11426 

>9 

45 

* Xll(a) 

Sarkhej Monuments 

849 

11445 

i 

Mu|iammad 

II 

47 

* (b) 

i ” 

999 

1590 

48 

XIII 

Mosque of Nizam b. Hilal 

853 

1449 

IS 

48 

XIV 

Malik Sha'ban’s Monuments 

856 

1452 

Ahmad 11 

50 

XV (a) 

i» 

856 

1452 

si 

51 

* (b) 

99 

1 856 

1452 

>1 

52 

XVI (a) 

Makhdama Jahan’s Monu- 

858 

1454 

>1 

53 


1 ments at Rajpur 





* (b-d) 

99 1 

861 

1456 

11 _ 

54 

XVII 

Mosque of Sarang-i-SultanI 

865 

1460 

Mahmud I 

55 

XVIII 

Mosque of BTbi Zaman 

866 

1461 

99 

56 

XIX 

Mosque of Dasturu’l-Mulk 

867 

1463 

99 

57 

XX (a) 

Qutb-i-‘Alam and Mosque | 






of Malik Isan 1 

I 874 

1469 

99 

57 

* (b) 

99 

1029 

1619 

99 

58 

XXI 

Mosque of Baha Nekbakht 

; 874 

1469 

99 

59 

XXII(a) 

Mosque of Qiwamu’l-Mulk 

1 880 

1475 

99 

60 

* (b) 


880 

1475 

99 

62 

XXIII 

Mosque of Bibi Daulat 

883 

1478 

It 

63 

XXIV 

Shah *Alam’s Rauda 

888 

1483 

II 

64 

XXV(a) 

Mosque of Muhafiz Khan 

890 

1485 

»l 

66 

(b.c), 

IS 

1049 

1639 

II 

66-7 

XXVI 

Mosque of Misbah SulUnl 

892 

1 

1486 

99 

• 

68 
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Hijri Era 

4 
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Era. 

5 

Period 

cn 

Pages 

♦xxvii 

Same of Dastur Khan 

895 

’l489 

Mahmud I 

68 

XXV 1 11(a) 

Bal rianr’s Monuinents 

906 

1500 

T1 

69 

(b) 

>» 

906 

1500 

11 

70 

(c) 

jf 

906 

1500 

11 

71 

XXIX 

.Bibo's Mosque 

910 

1504 

If 

73 

XXX 

Rani Sabra’r*s Mosque 

J 920 

1514 iMuzaffar 11 

73 

XXXI 

Mosque of Bahadur Shah 

940 (?) 

.1533 

Bahadur 

74 

*XXXII 

Rauza of Aiiniad 1 

944 

,1537 

11 

75 

XXXIII 

Farhatu’l-Miilk’s Mosque 

945 

1538 

11 

76 

XXXIV 

Mosque of Shams Khan 

946 

:i539 

Mahmud 

78 

♦XXXV 

Mallu Khwassu’I-Mulk 
Mosque 

955 

4 548 

III 

11 

79 

XXXVI(a) i Malik Jaldl’s Masjid 

961 

;1553 

Ahmad III 

80 

(b) 


961 

1553 

If 

81 

(c) 

11 

961 

1553 

i *’ 

81 

XXXVII 

Carved Wooden iianels 

i 969 

1561 

Miizaftar 

S3 

XXXVIII 

Masjid of Shaikh i lasaii 

973 

|1565 

III 

If 

S3 

XXXIX 

Naziri’s Tomb ? 

1023 

1614 

Jahangir 

84 

*XL 

Mi«an Burhan’s Tomb Slab 

1023 

11614 


85 

♦XLI 

Slab of Taj Khan’s Tomb 

1039 

1629 

Shah jahan 

85 

♦XLII 

„ Bii Fatima „ 

|1044 • 

1634 


86 

*XLTII 

A‘zam Khan’s Sarah 

1047 

1637 


86 

♦XLIV i 

Tomb Slabes of Lai la etc. 

:i052 (?) 

1642 


88 

♦XLV (a) 

Masjid-i-Sha’ista Khan 

il063 

1652 


89 

(b) 

11 

jl063 

!'1652 

it 

89 

*XLVI(a) 

‘ Abd u ’ i - Wa h ha b’ s M as j i d 

i 

Il065 

il065 

1654 


90 

* (b) 


1654 


90 

* (c) 


1065 

1654 


90 

♦XLVII 

Kotwal Khan’s j^rave 

1066 

1656 


92 

•XLVIII (a) 

Pir Muhammad Shah Shrine 11077 

1666 

Aurangzeb 

93 

* (b) 

11 

1135 

1722 


93 

* (c) 

fS 

1135 

1722 


94 

“XLIX 

Sayyid Muhammad Mosque 

1092 

11681 

5 ? 

94 

*L (a) 

Mosque of Musa Suhag 

1100 

1688 

} r 

94 

♦ (b) 


1102 

1690 


94 

*LI (a) 

QazT’s Masjid 

1102 

1693 

57 

95 

* (b) 

IS 

1110 

1698 


i 95 

* (c) 

>1 

1112 

1700 

3 

96 

Lll(a) 

Shajaal Khan’s Monuments 

1107 

1695 

5* 

96 

(b) 

11 

1127 

1715 


97 

Llll(a) 

11 

1109 

1697 

1? 

97 

(b) 

11 

1109 

1697 

55 

97 

*LIV(a) 

SI 

1113 

1701 

15 

97 

* (b) 

SI 

1113 

1701 

Jf 

98 
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1 

Nos. 

2 j 

Where found j 

3 

Hijri Era 

4 

Ch. 

Era. 

5 

Period 

Pages 

T.V 

Baba Lulu’s Shrine 

1117 

1706 

Aurangzeb | 

1 

98 

LVI 

Najmu’d-Dowla of Cambay 
(Momin Khan) 

1156 

1743 

Shah ‘Alam 

II 

99 

LVIl 

Sayyid Qutbu’d-Din 

1158 ? 

1743 


100 

LVI 11 

*Aidarus*s Rauza 

1194-99 

1779-84 


100 

LIX 

Ruknu’l-Haq’s grave 

1200 

1785 

n 

100 


* The reproduction of these inscriptions has not been considered necessary. 


In publishing these inscriptions the writer has received material 
assistance from a number of friends whose names have been duly acknow- 
ledged in their respective places. But for the assistance of Khan Bahadur 
M. S. Commissariat and Dr. I. J. S. Taraporewala, it would have been 
impossible for him to publish this monograph on Ahmadabad Inscriptions. 
To both of them the writer must express his most sincere gratitude 
for the assistance he has received from them. 




Ali b D ) y U ^ 

) Sfi) ^ aaIc 

My welfare is only in Allah 
In Him I trust and unto Him 
I turn 


M. A. Chaghatai 
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MUSLIM MONUMENTS OF AHMADABAD THROUGH 
THEIR INSCRIPTION* 

Introduction 

In 1935 the writer had the opportunity to study the fascinating monu- 
ments of Gujarat Muslim Kings during his stay at Ahmadabad, which city 
represents an independent chapter of Muslim Art and Architecture in 
India. The majority of Ahmadabad monuments are mosques. They 
are adorned with marble slabs having Arabic and Persian inscriptions. 
The T^askhi-Tughra style of the calligraphy of these inscriptions harmo- 
nises completely with the decorative motifs in stone- carving, which 
constitutes a speciality of Gujarat. These inscriptions are not very easy 
to decipher precisely owing to this artistic innovation, yet an effort 
was made to collect their estampages^ with the help of Prof. Shaikh 
Mohammad Ibrahim Dar of Gujarat College, Ahmadabad, who deserves 
the writer’s sincere gratitude. 

For the authoritative account of the Muslim monuments of Ahmad- 
abad we generally depend upon the work of the earlier Kuropean archaeo- 
logists, ^ which have been excellently printed and contain a large number 
of fine illustrations. Even to-day they are indispensable to every .scholar 
who wishes to study these monuments on scientific lines. But when we 
study these works in the light of the inscriptions themselves, we realise 
that sometimes these early scholars have not been justified in their conclu- 
sions. This has been the main reason that has led us to describe the 
monuments with the help of the original sources in the light of the inscrip- 
tions they bear. 


1. In 1939, through the courtesy of Mr. P. G. Shah, a lantern lecture was delivered 
by the writer before the Forbes Gujarati Sabha, Bombay, on the same subject 
at which Diwan Bhahadur K. M. Jhaveri presided. 

2. In 1936 an exhibition of the impressions of these inscriptions was held a 
Lahore under the auspices of the Idara Ma*arif Islamia. A catalogue was also 
published which is referred to in this monograph as **Ex'*. Moreover, the writer 
is grateful to the Idara Ma’arif Islamia, Lahore, for other substantial help he then 
received. A similar exhibition was also held at the Town Hall, Bombay, in 1939 
under the auspices of the Gujarat Research Society, Bombay, on the occasion of 
the centenary celebration of the late Dr. Bhagwanlal Indraji which was presided 
over by the Hon. Mr. Justice H. V. Divatia. 

3. Vide Bibliography, 
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These inscriptions have been arranged chronologically and the text 
and translation of all have been given together with illustrations of such 
as were thought necessary. We hope that this effort will be treated as a 
supplement to other larger works on Ahmadabad^ and that it will prove to 
be an aid to the study of Gujarat Muslim History. 

Chief Authorities on the History of Mediaeval Gujarat^ 

The discourse by the late Sayyid Abdul Haye of Lucknow, entitled 
Yad^i-Ayyam ( Recollection of the Past ), and delivered before the All- 
India Muslim Educational Conference at Surat in 1919, should serve as an 
eye-opener for all serious students of Gujarat Muslim history and culture. 
After an interval of about a score of years, Khan Bahadur M. S. 
Commissariat, the well known Parsi historian, published the first volume of 
his History of Gujarat, This is doubtless a monumental work and is so 
far the only detailed history of Mediaeval Gujarat in English. We hope 
that this pioneer work will point the way to future students of the 
history of Mediaeval Gujarat. Gujarat is awaiting other serious attempts 
from learned scholars along each of the avenues of study pointed out in the 
Ydd-i-Ayyam, 

The Muslim monuments of Ahmadabad constitute, of course, the 
authority for the history of that city during the period of Muslim rule. 
These have been considered in the following pages in the light of their 
inscriptions. Further investigation of these monuments seems extremely 
necessary. We shall consider these monuments through the legends 
connected with them and they shall also be taken as constituting a part 
of the Muslim monuments of Gujarat as a whole. In this way it would 
be possible to glean information they have guarded within themselves 
during all these centuries. 

Among the provinces of India, Gujarat stands higlier than any other 
as regards historical material. Besides the well-known MirdUi-Sikandari 
and MirdUi-Ahmadi^ we are fortunate in possessing another mine of 
information in the pages of the Arabic History of Gujarat of Hajji‘ud- 
Dabir edited by the late Sir Edward Denison Ross. This Arabic 
compilation about Gujarat is unique in its comprehensiveness and accu- 
racy. No other work of such high value exists for any other province of 
India. Another similar Arabic work of a little later date is the 5Vfiiru*5- 
Sdfir^ which is, however, a chronicle of the 10th century of the Hijra and 
deals mainly with events concerning the *Aidrus Sayyids of Surat. Still it 

1. References to illustrations and inscriptions already published in these 
works on Ahmadabad have been duly given wherever necessary. 

3e Vide Bibliography, 
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contains a good deal of useful material for the general history of 
Gujarat of that period. 

We know that Mahmud Begac^ rulefd over Gujarat for the remarka- 
bly long period of fifty -five years, and his reign was an era of great success 
and prosperity for Gujarat. Consequently, greater attention should be 
devoted to elucidating the details of his glorious reign. Recently, 
Mr. P, K. Gode of the Bhandarlrar Oriental Research Institute, Poona has 
brought to light one Sanskrit work called Rajavinoda dealing with the 
life of this Sultan Mahmud Begada written by Udayaraya who was 
courtier of the same Sultan.^ To the same period belongs a unique Persian 
work called jMLajmaun-TsCawddir from the fine collection of Prof. H. M. 
Shairani at Lfahore, compiled at Champaner during Mahmud Begada’s 
life-time in 1497 by Faizul-lah b. Zainu‘l-‘ Abidin Husain Banyani. It 
is a literary work and cinnot be considered as pure history, but it 
contains episodes concerning difTerent phases of society, such as kings, 
ministers, scholars, poets, philosophers, grammarians, jurists, teachers, 
etc. It is in the manner and plan of Nizami ‘ Uruzi’s Chahar jMaqdla\ 
There is also the Tarikh-i-Aiuzaffar.Shdhi of which a manuscript exists 
in the Bholanath library at Ahmadabad. We hope that discovery of 
new material from time to time will help to fill up the gaps in our 
knowledge of the history of Gujarat. 

Gujarat is quite rich in libraries, both private and public, and some of 
them might possess valuable Mss. throwing light on many of the obscure 
problems of Gujarat history. His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda was 
fully justified when he said in his speech on the occasion of declaring open 
the 17th meeting of the Historical Records Commission that *‘The History 
of Gujarat has not received the attention which the history of other parts 
of India has.’* This is also specially applicable with post-Muslim period 
of the history of this province. 

Function of Inscriptions 

Historians agree that epigraphic evidence ( inscriptions, coins etc. ) 
occupies the first place in the list of sources of history because it 
provides the most important and also the most reliable data for a student. 
Epigraphs elucidate many points, e. g., (a) they immortalise the builder as 
well as the monument, and supply correct dates, names and titles of the 
personalities, (b) they bring to light the art of calligraphy as exercised by 
renowned calligraphists of the period ; (c) they describe events which have 

1. Code, P. K., ‘‘Dates of Udayaraya and Jagaddhara*', Journal of the Univftr^ 
sity of Bombay, Vol. IX, Part II, September 1940, pp. 101-125. 

2. M. Iqbal, Majm' au*n-Nawadir^ Oriental College Magazine^ Lahore, Augaat, 
1939, pp. 98-106. 


9 





MUSLIM MONUMENTS OF AHMADABAD 


89 


been either completely missing or incorrectly recorded in the pages of 
history ; and (d) literary and cultural developments of the period may also 
be followed from them. 

Muslim Sultans of Gujarat and their Genealogy 

There have been fifteen kings in the dynasty of the Muslim Sultans of 
Gujarat* It actually began in 793 A. H./1390 A. D. with Zafar Khan as the 
ruler of Gujarat who later on became Sultan Muzaffar. The capital at that 
time was Nahrwala Patlan. The inscriptions of this dynasty from 
Ahmadabad begin from the early years of Ahmad I, the founder of 
Ahmadabad, and continue right up to the inscriptions of the period of 
Muzaffar III, dated 973 A. u. 11565 A. D. The four minor kings Daud, 
Sikandar, Mahmud II, and Muliammad 111, who ruled each for a period 
of a few days are the only ones who have left no inscriptions. They had no 
opportunity to add anything to the architectural treasures of Ahmadabad. 

Another peculiarity of the Ahmadabad inscriptions is that while 
naming a monarch his full genealogy is also mentioned. This is a feature 
quite peculiar to these inscriptions and has not been known elsewhere. 
This makes the records of undoubted accuracy. We append the full 
genealogy of these Sultans of Gujarat which would serve to make the 
inscriptions quite clear to the reader. 

The Names of the Sultans, their Titles and the 
Dates of their Reigns. 

1. Tatar Khan, son of Zafar Khan, entitled Nasiru’d-Din Muhammad 
Shah, came to throne of Gujarat as the first independent ruler of Gujarat, 
in the month of Jumada II, 806 A. H. ( Dec. 1403 A. D. ) at Asawal. He 
died during the same year in the month of Sha’ban according to the 
Mirat-iSzkandari (Bombay ed. 1890, . p. 16). But according to 
the Arabic History of Gujarat of Hajji-u*d-Dabir (p. 904) he had already 
been the minister of Sultan Nasiru*d-DIn Mahmud, son of Muhammadt 
son of FIroz, son of Rajab Tughluq, at Delhi in 793 A. H./1390 A. D.t 
where he was known as Muhammad Khan, with the title of Tatar Khan. 

2. Zafar Khan, father of Tatar Khan declared himself independent 
King of Gujarat at Birpur, with the title of MuzafTar Shah, in 
810 A. H. ( 1407 A. D. ). After ruling for a period of three years and 
seven months he died in the month of Safar, 813 A. H. ( May, 
1410 A. D. ) ( MS. 19 ). He is mentioned as * Shamsu'd-Dunya wa’d-Din 
Muzaffar Shah’ (Catalogue of Coins^ the Sultans of Gujarat^ p. 1). 

3. Ahmad Sh&h, the son of Muhammad Shah» son of Muzaffiu:. Shah, 
ascended the throne as the third Muslim king of Gujarat on the 14th 
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Ramazan, 813 A. H. (10th Jan. 1411 A. D. ) ( MS., 22). He was the 
founder of Ahmadabad, and was called Nasiru’d-Din Ahmad Shah. He was 
born on the 19th Zi’l-Hijjah, 793 A. H. (18th Nov- 1391 A. D. ) and ruled 
for thirty two years, six months and twenty two days ( MS., p. 44 ) which 
means that he died on the 6th Rabi II, 846 A. H. ( 14th Aug. 1442 A. D. ) 
According to his inscriptions ( VIII, X ) and coins ( SG., i-16 ) his full 
name is ‘Abu’l-Fath Nasiru’d-Dunya wa’d-Din Ahmad Shah. 

4. Muhammad son of Ahmad I, ascended the throne on the 7th 
Rabi II, year 846 A. li. ( 15th Aug. 1442. A. D. ( HD. 1 ). In inscription 
xiii and coins ( SG., 16-20 ) he is mentioned as Ghiathu’d-Dunya wa*d- 
Din Abu’l-Mahamid Muhammad Shah ; but HD. (l) records his name as 
Abu’l-Jud Muizzu’d-Din Muhammad Shah. He died on the 8th of 
Muharram, year 855 A. H. ( 10th Feb. 1451 A. D., ) ( HD., 3 ) 

5. Qutbu’d-DTn Ahmad Shah ascended the throne on the 11th 
Muharram, year 855 A. H. ( 15th Feb. 1451 A. D. ) ( hd., 3 ) In inscrip- 
tions ( xiv-xv ) and coins ( SG., 20-24 ) he is called Qutbu’d-Dunya wa’d- 
Din AbuM-MuzzafFar Ahmad Shah. But according to hd., (3) he was also 
called Abu’l-Fazl Qutbu*d-DIn Ahmad Shah and ms. (50) gives his name 
as Jalal Khan. He died in Jumada II, 862 A. n./March 1458 A. D. (hd. 14)^ 

6. Daud son of Qutbu’d-Din occupied the throne after him but he 
passed away within a few days ( ms., 69 and IID., 14 ). 

7. Abu’l-Fath Mahmud Shah known as Mahmud Begac^, the 
younger brother of Qutbu’d-Dm ascended the throne on the 11th 
Rajab, 862 A. h. ( 25th May 1458 A. D. ) (hd., 14). The ms. (70-71) 
gives his name as Fath Khan. Generally- 863 A. H. is noted as the date 
of his accession ( SG., ix and MS., 71 ) but this is wrong. The correct 
year of his accession is 862 A. H. as can easily be verified from several 
inscriptions, such as that in the Chunarwa^ Mosque at Bharoch. This 
mosque was built in his reign and is dated 1st of the month of Ramazan, 
862 A. U. This inscription is in two slabs placed on either side of the 
mehrab ( ex., 75-76 and eim., 1933-'4, Suppl. p. 29 ). Apart from it some 
of his coins ( SG., 43 No. 269 ) bear the same year. Sultan Mahmud 
Begada died on Monday the 2nd of the month of Ramazan, year 917 A. H. 
( 23rd Nov. 1511 A. D. ) ( hd., 88 ). Some of his coins, however, in the 
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay ( SG., 62 Nos. 506-7 ), are dated 919 
A. H. This seems impossible ; but we know that in certain cases, when the 
successor for some reasons was not able to strike his own coins, he 
continued the coins of his predecessor. In any case, all these coins require 
careful scrutiny. One other point must also be mentioned here, viz. that 
the published text of the MS. (p. 120) mentions the year actually 919 A. H. 
as the year of his death. This is obviously a misprint, because we have 
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carefully compared the printed text with a manuscript copy of this 
work belonging to the Deccan College and the latter clearly gives the 
date 917 A. H. Besides the 2nd Ramazan, 917 A. H. (24th Nov. 1511 A. D.) 
is given as the date of the accession of his successor MuzafFar II. 

8. Prince Khalil, son of Mahmud, ascended the throne with the 
title of MuzafFar Shah II, on the 3rd Ramazan, 917 A. H. (24th Nov. 
1511 A. D.). He died on Friday the 2nd Jumada 11,932 ( 16th March 
1526 A. H. ( HD., 97, 130 )• The MS. ( 194 ) records 22nd of Jumada II, 
of the same year as the date of his death which is incorrect because that 
day did not fall on Friday. He is called Abu’n-Nasr Shamsu’d-DIn 
MuzafFar Shah, which title is found in his inscription ( XXX ), and his 
coins ( SG., 64-80 ). 

9. After MuzafFar Shah his son Ziau’d-DIn Sikandar ascended 
the throne, but he was killed soon after on the 14tb of Sha’ban, 932 A. H. 
( 24th May 1526 a. D. ) ( hd., 130 ). 

10. Nasir Khan, the younger son of the MuzafFar II, immediately 
seized the throne and ruled for some time with the title of Mahmud 
Shah II (ms. 197 ). This is not mentioned by HD. 

11. Bahadur Shah, son of MuzafFar II ascended the throne on 26th 
Ramazan, 932 A. H. ( 5th June 1526 A. D. ) MS., ( 205 ) ; and HD. 139 
calls him al-MuzafFaru’l-Ghazi Shamsu’d-DIn Bahadur Shah. He passed 
away on the 3rd l^mazan of the year 943 A. H. ( 13th Feb. 1537 A. D. ) 
( HD., 263-4 ). 

12. Muliammad 111 was an adopted son of Bahadur Shah’s mother, 
but he also met with his death on his way to Ahmadabad (hu., 263,496). 

13. Sa’du’d-DIn Mahmud, son of Latlf Shah, son of MuzafFar Shah, 
occupied the throne as Mahmud III in the beginning of Rabi I, 
944 A. h. ( August 1557 A. D. ) ( HD., 264 ). The MS. (265) mentions 943 
instead of 944. He was killed in 961 A. H. (1553 A. D.) (hd., 304). 

14. Alimad, a cousin of the last Mahmud, ascended the throne on 
17th Rabi I, 961 A. H. (20th Feb. 1553 A. D. ) This Ahmad III 
has been a great problem for scholars. According to hd. ( 391 ) this 
Abu’l-Fath Ahmad Shah was the son of Latlf Khan, son of Nizam Khan, 
son of Shukr Khan, son of Ahmad Shah, the founder of Ahmadabad, 
son of Muliammad Shah, son of MuzafFar Shah. In inscription xxxvi 
this Ahmad is called Ghiathu’d.Dunya wa’d-DIn Abu’l-Maliamid Ahmad 
Shah, the son of the uncle of Ma|unud Shah, son of Latlf Shah. But in 
this inscription ( xxxvi ), instead of showing his direct connection with 
Ahmad I, his relationship with Latlf Shah, brother of Bahadur Shah, has 
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been shown which seems somewhat strange. Besides this connection 
occurs even on the coins ( SG., Nos. 717-718, pi. viii but it has not 
been included in legends p. 148). He died in the beginning of Sha*ban, 
967 A.H. ( April 1560 A.D ) ( HD., 477 ). 

15. After the death of Ahmad III, the kingship of Gujarat again 
reverted to the old line of Gujarat. And HD. ( 478 ) has noted with 
accuracy that Abu’n-Nasr Muzaffar Shah III, son of Mahmud III, 
ascended the throne and he was the last king of this line of Muslim rulers 
of Gujarat, because he surrendered to Akbar in 980 A.H. (1572 A.D.). After 
which Gujarat became a part of the Empire of the Mughals. 

Peculiarities of the Ahmadabad Inscriptions 

The Muslim monuments of Ahmadabad lie within an area of a little 
over six square miles, and nearly half of them are contained within the 
central city founded by Ahmad I. But the inscriptions described here 
cover a period of nearly eight centuries from 445 A.H. / 1035 A.D. to 1200 
A.II. / 1785 A.D. This is by far the longest period covered by inscriptions 
among all the historical cities of India. Some of the important monuments 
have their inscriptions missing. 

All the inscriptions from Ahmadabad bear the Hijri era with the 
exception of that on the mosque of Rani Sabnii which gives the Solar year. 

Two inscrivitions of Ahmad I ( viii and ix ) clearly mention that he 
had built two congregational mosques. The other inscriptions of his 
reign show that the other monuments were built by various nobles who 
held high offices and had big titles. These titles are mentioned in their 
inscriptions, along with the offices they held, after the manner of the 
Arabic Muslim tradition. This very notable practice is not found in the 
inscriptions of any other Muslim dynasty in India. 

Five of the inscriptions discussed here adorn the decorative walls of 
step-wells ( J^avs) and two of them are bilingual. They contain very 
minute details of their history. These vavs are a peculiarity only confined 
to Gujarat. They constitute a special feature of architecture and they 
show a considerable scientific knowledge of well-digging. Abdur Rahim 
Khan Khanan has expressed this great contribution of the Gujarat people 
in an indirect way by pointing that the Gujaratis were not endowed with 
special knowledge necessary for the construction of hot baths or haniams^ 
nor were they aware of their use.^ This might be taken to imply that 
these step-wells and public tanks were peculiarly suited to the habits of 
the Hindus. The Muslim rulers of Gujarat accordingly built separate 
step-wells for their subjects wherever it was necessary. 

1. Maathir^uRalfimt^ II, pp. 501~2. 

14 



MUSLIM MONUMENTS OF AHMADABAD 


93 


Hardly two or three mosques erected by royal ladies will be found in 
any other part of India, but in Ahmadabad no less than six imposing mos- 
ques record in their inscriptions that they had been built by ladies, four of 
whom belonged to the royal house and the other two to very noble families. 

According to Arabic traditions we know that eunuchs had the control 
over the afTairs of tlie haram, Tliey also had similar positions in the 
royal haram of the Gujarat Kings. For example, the Khwaja Sarae 
( eunucli ) Isan SultaiiF, entitled Khawassu’l-Mulk was in charge of the 
haram of Mahmud Begacla and he built a superb mosque at Qutb-i-Alam 
in S74 A. II./1469 A. D. This sort of activity attested by inscriptions, is 
not traceable anywhere else. 

The style of calligraphy of all these Gujarat Muslim inscriptions 
displays a special type of J^askhi-Tughra in a particularly beautiful deco- 
rative form. All this shows that the artisans of Gujarat had imbibed 
deeply the culture of Islam. 

The Muslim Architecture of Gujarat 

The Muslim architecture of Gujarat shows a wonderful and unique 
characteristic, inasmuch as it could not completly shake off the over- 
whelming influence of the Jaina trabeate system with its elaborate stone 
carving even to the last. In spite of this fact that it embodies fully all the 
special features of Muslim architecture (such as the minars or minarets, 
the pedentive and squinch arch, the stalactite and honey- combing, the half- 
domed doable portal and perforated windows with geometric Patterns 
etc.),^ yet with the accession of Mahmud Begada, who ruled for over 
half a century, it entered upon its most magnificent stage. 

Therefore, Ahmadabad presents the wonderful phenomenon of mosques 
in stone everywhere exhibiting a great variety of architecture and beauty 
and a blending in design of Saracenic and Jaina forms. About this the 
great authority, Fergusson, says : “The Muhmmadan architecture of 
Ahmmadabad is so essentially derived from the local Jaina forms which it 
replaced, that, without some knowledge of the former, it is impossible to 
understand the peculiar merits of that most pleasing variety of the Saracenic 
architecture of India.”^ 

The central mehrabs of the grand mosques built by Sultan Ahmad 1, 
himself in 1414 and 1423 A. D. repectively (viii, x) contain pietra 
dura decoration of a very early style, which shows that it was the Musal- 

1. Sir John Marshall. “Monuments of Muslim India'* iii the Carnbridge 
History of India^ Vol. Ill, p, 571. 

2. Quoted by James Burgess in his Muhammedan Architeclure of Ahmadabad^ 
London, 1900, Part I, p, 11, 
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mans who first introduced this form of decoration into Gujarat^. Gujarat 
artists have always excelled those of the rest of India in fine stone carving 
as can be seen in the early Hindu and Jaina temples. Still this 
Hindu and Jaina art shows no trace of the pietra dura in variegated pre- 
cious stones inlaid on white marble, which, later on in the Mughal period » 
developed along such extraordinary beautiful forms as can be seen at 
Sikandra, I’tamadu*d-Dowla and the Taj at Agra. 

It may be of interest to cite here a significant incident which occurred 
during the reign of Mahmud Begada. It proves that the artists of 
Gujarat, who had inherited the indigenous arts and crafts of Gujarat, 
were quite capable of carrying out the construction of Muslim monu- 
ments under the guidance of their Muslim masters. The MS. 
records that a man from Khorasan petitioned to the Sultan saying, 
I am perfectly skilled in laying out gardens and in designing 
buildings. If a place be allotted to me I will Jay out a garden that will 
gladden the Sultan’s heart”. The Sultan said, “ Choose in the neighbour- 
hood of the city such a place as may suit your purpose,” and he ordered 
his officers to give him whatever site he might require. The man laid 
out a nice garden, and built a small and pretty tank in it, and he 
contrived fountains and water-falls, an art previously unknown in Gujarat. 
The Sultan was very delighted on visiting this, and rewarded the builder. At 
this time a Gujarati carpenter named Halu also approached the Sultan 
saying, “l will also build a garden as good as that and opposite to it, if you 
permit The Sultan said, “ Why not, if you can do it ? ” Halu within a 
certain time laid out a garden better than the first one. On seeing this 
the Sultan was much delighted, and asked him, Tlie people of Gujarat 
are not acquainted with this art ; whence then did you learn it ? ” He 
replied : “I disguised myself as an ignorant labourer and worked for the 
man from Khonascin, and partly by watching what he did and partly by 
my own skill, I acquired the Imowledge ”. The Sultan was pleased and 
praised him for his work and intelligence and perseverence and gave him 
large presents with a handsome dress of honour. Several of those build- 
ings remain to this day and that garden is well known and famous, and 
the people of Gujarat call this garden Halol.^ 

The individuality of Malimud Begadii in the domain of architecture 
is quite obvious from his monuments at Muhammadabad, Champdner and 
other places. One of the mosques built by the queens of Ahmadabad 
after the period of Mahmud Bega^, that of Rani Sabrai, deserves special 
mention, for it is a complete picture of femininity. Fergusson has judged 

1. See Chaghatai. m.a., Pietra-Dura Decoration of the Taj*’ Islamic Culture^ 
October 1941, pp. 465-72. 

2. MS. F., p. 69. 
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it to be one of the most exquisite structures in the world and his judg- 
ment was not exaggerated. 

Sidi Sa’jd’s mosque at Ahmadabad is considered to be a superb 
specimen of Gujarat Muslim architecture owing to the marvellous type of 
perforated windows in its walls. The identity of its builder has been a 
mystery because the inscription bearing sucli information usually to be 
found in the central mehrab of the other moscpies of Ahmadabad is not 
available. Prof. M. S. Commissariat was the first to offer the correct 
solution of the puzzle, and to assign its construction to Sidi Sa’id Sultani 
on the basis of the Arabic History of Gujarat of Hajjiu’d-Dabir. It 
says : “As-Sa’fd died on Monday, the 3rd of the month of Shawwal, year 
984 A. H. (24th Dec. 1576 A. i>.) Shaikh Sa’id entitled al-IIabashi Sultani 
possessed a very fine character, good qualities and high dignity. His grave 
is in the mosque near the royal palace on the high public road. It 
used to be one of the old buildings built of brick, but Shaikh Sa’id had it 
rebuilt in stone. He laid its foundation in stone, raised it to a height 
and roofed it witit domes. Each stone was cut accurately into lengths of 
one or two yards and was properly fixed. These stones were adorned with 
fret-cutting of very exquisite designs in decorative motifs. He extended 
its spaciousness. He purchased the adjoining land and added it to the 
mosque, as an appurtenance of the mosque. He also made a platform 
near the courtyard of the mosque. To its right he built a cell which at 
present contains his grave. As soon as he found leisure after the com- 
pletion of the dome of the mosque and after assuring the water supply and 
building the platform, death overtook him.” Hajjiu‘d-Dabir has also com- 
posed a poem in praise of Sa’Td for constructing this unique mosque. Its 
last verse contains the chronogram of the date of completion of the 
mosque. 

f ' tc dli I®.! I . 

“Sa’Id, the prosperous constructed the mosque in the name of 
the Almighty God'’,‘ gives the year 980 A, H./1572 A. D. 

But apart from Hajjiu‘d-Dabir, we also find the mention of Sidi 
SaTd and his mosque in another contemporary Arabic source viz., 
An-J^uru s-Safir of Sidi Shamsu‘sh-Shamus Mohiu*d-Din Abdul-Qadir b. 
Abdilla al-^AidrusI. He says: ”The noble slave Sidi Sa’id Sultani al-Habashl 
died in Ahmadabad on Monday the third of the month of Shawwal, year 
984. He belonged to the Hanifite school of thought. He was an ortho- 
dox follower of the Imam Abu Hanifa to the extent that often he used 


1. HD., pp. 640-43. Prof. Comixiissariat has also given a Hfe sketch of Sidi 
Sa'id from the same source, which is omitted here ; hg., pp. 502-5 ; b a., Pt. I, 
pp. 41-43, Pis. 46-5X. 
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to criticise Imam Shaffa*i. He \vas well- versed in jurisprudence in addi- 
tion to possessing great knowledge of other sciences. He knew the Qur’an 
by heart and used to be greatly devoted to his prayers to the Almighty. 
During the month of Ramazan he used to recite the Qur’an five times. 
Military officers used to pay him the greatest respect and were eager to 
receive him and to help him. They also used to pay him a pension equal 
to five thousand gold coins. He was a patron and lover of the learned. 
When he performed his pilgrimage to Mecca he received instructions from 
Ash-Shaikh Ibn Hajar al-Haitimi. He had great pleasure in collecting 
books. This went to such an extent that he used to circulate notices in 
the dominions of Egypt in order to acquire books. He erected a magni- 
ficent mosque in Ahmadabad, apart from his other generosities. His gr^ive 
is in his mosque and beside him there is the grave of our ( the author’s ) 
Shiakh Ash Shaikh Abdu’l-Mu’tl ( d. 989 A. I1./1581 A. D. )”^ 

In short, this superb mosque of SidT Sa’id, which has acquired 
international fame for its unique perforated windows, and perpetuates the 
fame and name of its builder, is the last monument built 980 A.H./1572 A.D. 
in the regime of Gujarat Muslim kings because in the same year 
Ahmadabad became part of the Mughal empire. 

Gujarat Muslim Architectural monuments had gone on increasing in 
beauty and in number throughout the course of history even upto the last 
Mughal king. The Muglials not only added their own monuments, keeping 
up their special tradition of gorgeous and splendid edifices, such as they 
had already built in Agra, Delhi and Lahore, but they also did their best to 
conserve and preserve the precious gems of Gujarat Muslim Architecture 
built by the Gujarat Muslim Sultans before them. From the days of 
Jehangir to those of Aurangzeb, the Mughals saved several magnificent 
monuments of Ahmadabad on several occasions from impending destruc- 
tion. In this respect Aurangzeb stands out prominently, as we find amply 
evidenced in the Mirat-i-Ahmadi.^ 

Analysis of the Text of the Inscriptions 

When we carefully classify these inscriptions which are about ninety in 
number, we come to the conclusion that they actually adorn a wide range 
and variety of monuments such as mosques, tombs, step-wells, city-walls, 
reservoirs, gardens, colleges, and inns. The texts of all these represents 
a very high standard of Arabic and Persian. Those from mosques and 
tombs specially are in Arabic and in the majority of cases these also 
contain quotations from the Holy Texts constantly repeated. In the text 

1. An Nuru's-Safir^ Baghdad, 1934, pp. 357-58. 

2, MA., Vol, I, pp. 290, 323. 333. 342. 345, 347, 348, 373. 
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as printed here these repetitions have been retained, but in the translations 
these passages are not repeated. All such quotations have been noted 
below together with their full translations, and the inscriptions wherein they 
occur have also been enumerated under each. The reader would be able 
to know which quotation it is by the alphabetical letter attached to each 
and indicated in its proper place in the translation. In the translations 
of the Quranic verses we have followed Marmaduke Pickthall. 

(a) ^ ^ ^ ^ 

It the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

II, HI, IV, V, XI, XII b, XXIV, XXVI, XXXI, XL, XLI, XLII, XI,V1 b-C, LV, Lll a-b, 
LIV b, LV. 

(b) dll J \^^***^ OkAJSVr* dll ) ^1 ) 

There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is His Messenger. 

III, Xll b, XL, XLI, XLII, XLIV, XLVIII a-b, L a, Lll a-b. 

(c) 

Sayeth Allah, the blessed and exalted. 

XIII, XIV, XVTI, XIX, XX, XXI, XXII, XXV, XXX, xxxiv. 

(d) 

Sayeth Allah the exalted. 

XVI, XXIII, XXIX, XXXV, 

(e) ^ ) J 

Sayeth Allah, the most holy and exalted. 

XXVI, XXVIII a. 

(£) up II pdalj pUdU) 

1 U di 0 b S J « ^ ^ ^ U j o 

— ^ I 0 j 

Allah I There is no God save Him, the Alive, the Eternal. Neither 
slumber nor sleep overtaketh Him. Unto Him belongeth whatsoever is in 
the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth. Who is that intercedeth with 
Him save by His leave ? He knoweth that which is in front of them and 
that which is behind them, while they encompass nothing of His 
knowledge, save what He will. His Throne includeth the heavens and the 
earth, and He is never weary of preserving them. He is the Sublime* the 
Tremendous. ( Qur’an, ii, 255 ). 

Ill, XVI c. 
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"" vi/" ^ \sJ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ) 11 ) 1*5 ^ i j3 

He only shall tend Allah’s sancturies who belicveth in Allah and the 
Last Day, and observeth proper worship, and payctli the poor due, and 
fearcLh none save Allah. For such ( only ) is it possible that they can be 
of the rightly guided. ( Qur’an, ix, 18 ). 

xxxviii, XLVi b, 1. a. 

(1j) - ) J^C|>’3 )l5 aU ^ ^ 

And the places of worship ( mosques ) are only for Allah, so pray not 
unto any one along with Allah. ( Qur’an, Ixxii, 18 ) 

II, VIII, X, XIII, XIV, XVI, xviii, XIX, XX, XXI, xxir, xxin, xxv, xxvi, xxviii, 
XXIX, XXX, XXXI, XXXIV, XXXV, XXX vi. 

« j*>li£ ) « t>ic aU ) ^ ) ) i>3 ) 

Their Lord giveth them good tidings of mercy from Him, and accep- 
tance, and gardens where enduring pleasure will be theirs : there they 
will abide for ever. Lo, with Allah there is immense reward. ( Quran 
ix, 21-22) 

III, XL, XLI, XLII. 

( j ) ^ ^ J J J ^ 

Said the Prophet, may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him. 

xin, XIV, XVIII, xxiii, XXVI, xxviiia, xxx, xxxi. 

(k) ^>^1) JG 

Said the Prophet, peace be upon him. 

XX, XXI. 

(l) j*lL.Jj^ilr JU 

Said ( the Prophet ), peace be upon him. 

XVI. 

(m) ^ 

In the tradition. 

xxv. 

(n) - p 

Who builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a house for him in 
paradise. ( The Tradition of the Prophet ). 

XIV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX, XXI, XXII, XXIII, xxv, XXVI, XXVIII, xxv, 
XXVI, XXVIII, xxv, XXVI, XXVIII, xxx, XXXI, XLVI b, L b, 
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The same Tradition of the Prophet is also found in some places with 
slight variations- Thus in xvii and xxil it reads 1% which means 
* a similar house ’ ; in XXV and XXXI has instead of which means 

‘ palace" and in xvui and XLVI some more words are added which, 
cannot be traced elsewhere. 

The writers of these inscriptions have usually been imitating their 
forerunners both in style and phraseology. The clause o 
ri Jy j I ( desirous of the approbation of Allah and demand- 

ing His abundant reward ) is found in Xll, XVI, XVII, XXI and X 
XXIII which is more or less an adaptation from Qur’an and other Holy 
Texts. 

Moreover, it is really strange that with the exception of XXXIV 
and XXXVIII liardly two inscriptions of the whole lot bear the name of the 
calligraphist. 

The following poetical metres are found in the versified inscriptions: — ■ 
j Kamal : vii a-b, xxiv, xxvii, xxxii, xxv c, l a, Liii a, c, 

Hazaj ; x b, x b, xliii, xlv, xlviii, xlviii o 

^ lij Ruba‘r ; i b, xii a, xix b, ui b, 

<-» j Mutaqarab ; vi a. xxv, XLvni o, xux, lvi, 

cjjkai. Khafif ; xxxm, 

Mujtath : xi.vi a* 

Ua/. Muzar a; xxxviii, XLvn, 

Some of the verses of the above inscriptions are not in their proper 
form and some of them are rather incomplete. An attempt^ however^ has 
been made to explain them as they are. 

As regards dates noted generally at the end of the text of the Arabic 
and Persian epigraphs they sometimes mention only the year and sometimes 
full dates giving the exact day, month and year. In the latter case the names 
of certain months bear further specific appellations. For instance, as found 
in the inscriptions iv a b^ xxv, xxix, the name of the month is noted thus : 
$jS» j yif* *‘in (the month of) Rajab, may its dignity increase.** 

Some of the versified inscriptions bear the Tarikhs or chronograms 
which reflect a very high taste of literature and they bear the following 
Hijri era : — 


888 

XXIV ; 

972 

XXXVII ; 

1063 

XLV a, b ; 

1109 

LII a, b ; 

944 

XXXll; 

1020 

Xb; 

1065 

XLVI; 

1113 

Ull a ; 

945 

XXXllI ; 

1047 

XLIII; 

1092 

XLIX; 

1117 

LV; 

960/1 

XXXVI; 

1049 

XXV o; 

1100 

L; 

1200 

Lvn; 
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i-in 

Muslim Inscriptions of the Rajput Period in Gujarat 

There are many Muslim monuments in Ahmadabad which are to-day 
known by different local names and are not always connected with 
their original ones, these latter being actually found only in their original 
inscriptions. This is very probably due to these buildings having been 
occupied by different people at a later period and thus being associated in 
the popular mind with the names of the later occupants. Large portions 
are often missing from the inscriptions on many of these monuments but 
these can be restored from other available sources. Many inscriptions, 
which originally belonged to other monuments of a different nature, have 
been often wrongly attached to other buildings of a later date. Therefore 
one has to be very careful in scrutinizing every necessary detail. 

We have been able to trace the history of what is chronologically the 
most important among the early inscriptions ( i a). It is dated 24thRabi I, 
445 A.H./15th July 1035 A. D., and is from the mosque known asKach (or 
Kachni) masjid^^ in the Tajpur quarter. This date is about twenty five 
years after the death of Mahmud of Ghazni, who conquered Somnath and 
passed through the ancient capital Pat tan Nahrwala (Pa tan Anhilwad) sixty 
miles from modern Ahmadabad. We think this is the earliest inscription, 
commemorating the construction of a mosque, so far known in India. As 
Ahmadabad was built in 813 A. H./1411 A. D., i. e., four centuries later, this 
inscription was probably connected with a mosque built during the Rajput 
period, perhaps at Asawal or Karnavati, on the site of which Ahmad Shah 
is presumed to have founded his capital. We gather from the later marginal 
Persian texts on the tablet that when the mosque was being renovated and re- 
erected, this inscription was recovered from its foundation and it was secured 
against being lost by fixing it in its present position. This has been recorded 
in Persian on the right and the left sides vertically instead of horizontally. 
This is in accordance with the ancient mode of arranging inscriptions. 


I (a) 


n 

-5 ^ 

1> 

H 

^ J !• ) Vj;i 1 

io 





1 

aC- 


9 


1. The mosque is of stone, and it has one storey raised on timber beams above 
its eastern side. This upper storey was formerly roofed with glazed tiles, hence its 
Dame Kuckni masjld or **glass mosque'* (ba.. Ft. II p. 76.). 
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This mosque (was built on) 24th Rabi I, in the year four hundred and 
forty-five (l5th July 1035 A. D.). 

On the margins : — 

^This is an old date and it was found from the foundations of this mosques’. 

In reality the Kachni masjid^ as it now exists, is the same mosque 
which was founded by Taj Khan bin Salar^ situated near the Jamalpur 
Gate. It was here that a discussion took place between Sayyid Muham- 
mad of Jaunpiir^ and Sayyid Shah Shaikh Jeo. The mosque was, no 
doubt, built on the site of a more ancient masiid^ whose original inscription 
(dated 445 A.H./1035 A.D.) having been discovered in its foundations, was 
preserved by fixing it in its present position in the later building. 

There is also another inscription ( I b ) on the same back wall of this 
masjid just near the central mehrdb, which is a Persian quatrain in 
J^asta'liq style, which is obviously of the seventeenth century 
( 1100 A. II. / 1688 A. D. ) although not dated, 

I (b) 

sli ) j jjkiti ^ UU ji j 0 Li flL 

The dome of light is the House of God, 

The highest arch is the arch of God’s Throne, 

‘All Nadir has made the figures (decorations) 

In the abode of Faqir Nurullah. 

On the authority of the we may assert that ‘AH 
Nadir was the grandson of Shah Aliji GamdhanI (d. 973 A.I1./1565 A.D.), 
who was a great poet of Hindustani. His full name was Shah ‘Alljl 
Nadiru’Hah alias Sayyid Abdul Qadir, son of Sayyid Mustafa, son of 
Sayyid ‘Aliji GamdhanI. This Persian inscription obviously shows that 
it does not actually belong to the mosque but that the slab has been fixed 
at that particular place in this mosque in order to save it from being lost. 

1. This Taj Khan bin Salar Khan is not to be confounded with Taj Khan 
Narpail, the builder of Shah Alam’s mausoleum ( MS., p. 144 ), It was this second 
Taj Khan after whom the Tajpur quarter of Ahmadabad has been named ^ 
Formerly the Kachni masjid used to be included in the Jamalpur quarter. 

2. This Sayyid Muhammad of Jaunpur claimed to be the Mahdt and had 
come to Ahmadabad towards the close of reign of Sultan Mahmud Begada (MS., 
p. 136), 

3. MA.. Vol. II, p. 41. 


4 
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n 


Mosque of Mir Hajt 

There is a modern mosque right in the middle of the Kalupur quarter, 
called the mosque of Wallu*l-lah, Fortunately it has two line inscriptions 
on marble slabs, both Rxed in the central mehrab one over the other. 
The upper one is not very clear yet we can make out something of 
the history : — 

jJJ) riJ) b I 

*L)j po r 

>0^1 *L)J ^ f 

^ 

... <— ijC ^ h ^ *>»— • i 

... ... j vaxw t— aSj V 

oy’ J b(» u; .flS ,,,(p j O «>•> i j f ^ ^ 

... ... ••• ... ... Ui 9 jC )y } !♦ 

lift «ti 0>Asev* ^UaL.O^ || 

^ ti nt 1 1 1^ yJo^ I Li 1 1* 

v—TjU* tJM *r^y* Ok»u«/» \a^y (I* 

... II* 

^ ^ ^ V •.. ... ... ... ... lA 

1 O Allah I O Allah I 

2 ‘a’ 

3-4 •h' 

5 The date of construction of the original mosque of Mufaallat... 

6-7 The said mosque was dedicated by Mtr Hajl alias.. .(in the) year six 
' hundred and thirty six (636 A. H./1238 A. D.) 

8-13 O Gods forgive and have mercy. After two ( hundred ? ) seven 
years the said mosque was repaired by Shaikh Muhammad 'All bin 

Muhammad bin Ibrahim alias... Hakim during the reign of 

Sultan Malunud bin Muliammad Shah bin Ahmad Shah bin 
Muhammad Shah bin Muzaffar Shah as-Sultan. The slave of the 
exalted court. 

14 

15 with the whole universe the Most Mwciful. 
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The words and the style of writing of this inscription, without 
Mahmud Begacfi's usual kunyat Abdu’l-Fath etc., encourages us to say 
that this inscription might be dated to the very beginning of his reign, even 
before his insignia and title were framed by the state. The idea seems to 
have been to keep the older record intact and the inscription is arranged 
within an arch more or less like those on contemporary tomb-slabs. Such 
was not the style of the other mosque-inscriptions of Mahmud Begay’s 
period. It is, therefore, probable that this inscription was put up to 
preserve the old information recorded in an earlier inscription without 
caring for the style of calligraphy then prevailing. This inscription 
clearly supports our belief that the site of Ahmadabad was well populated 
by Musalmans even before the days of the Muslim Sultans of Gujarat. 

m 

Grave Slab 

Pir Muhammad Shah*s shrine at Ahmadabad is connected with a great 
endowment and houses a library of important books, and there are several 
old graves and mosques within its precincts. Numerous inscriptions are 
visible upon the walls of its mosques. These do not concern the place 
itself, which is of a much later date than those mentioned in these inscrip- 
tions. The central mehrab of the mosque bears an inscription (ill) which 
is not easy to decipher. It is, however, evident that it is a gravestone apd 
is dated 675 A. H./1276 A. D. 

^ ^ ^ ^ margin ) 

I ^ aU (XfrsJ j ^ r 

> r 


!• 

A-A 

^ 1 


On the margin : — 'a, 'f', 

1 ‘ 6 * 

2 ‘a. Praise be to God by Himself. 

3-4 ‘i.' 

5-8 

9 yeax six hundred and seventy five (1276 A. D.). 

All this shows that the site of Ahmadabad had early Muslim rem^s 
before the actual foundation of the city by A}imad I. It was then 
known by the name AsawaL It is just possible tlmt careful aegrch might 
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unearth traces of similar other ancient Muslim relics. No doubt, Gujarat 
has been one of the provinces to which many pious Muslims come before 
the coming of the later invaders. Here they settled down and here they must 
have lived and died and been buried. Ahmadabad deserves special mention 
in this connection for many such ancient Muslim graves are to be found 
along the banks of the Sabarmati and in the various quarters of the city. 
Local Muslims regard these graves with great reverence, because in their 
opinion the occupants of these graves must have been among the com- 
panions of the Prophet, Two domes with four small cupolas at their four 
corners, lying close to each other on the road leading to the Astodya gate 
just near the Municipal office, sufficiently reflect from their style of 
construction and from the mjiterial used on them that they actually belong 
to a very early period. 

We are fortunate to find the mention of the ancient Asawal as a well 
populated town of Gujarat even before the foundation of Ahmadabad. 
Al-Biriini mentions Asawal ^ one of those places near the coast of Gujarat, 
and he says that it lies at a journey of two days from the coast. At the 
end of the eleventh century Raja Karan Solanki is said to have attacked 
a Bhil chieftain, named Asha, who lived at Ashapalli or Ashawal. The 
Bhil was defeated and slain by Karan. ^ According to Idrisi, the Arab 
geographer, Asawal was a well-populated trading and manufacturing place 
and a rich town in 1150 A. Here also the great Sultan Muliammad 
bin Tughluq halted in 745 A. H./1344 A. D., when he came to suppress 
the insurrection of Taghi, the cobbler, and from here he proceeded to 
Naharwala* From this brief account of Asawal, subsequently the site of 
Ahmadabad, we can gather some’idea of its importance all through the 
history of Gujarat. 

IV~V 

• 

Earliest Inscriptions Referring to the Muslim 
Dynasty of Gujarat 

If we trace the advent of the Muslims in India, we find that it was to 
Gujarat that the first Muslims, coming to India by sea, arrived in the 
year 15 A. H. / 636 A. D., i. e., just five years after the death of the 
Prophet. The first conquest in India by the Muslims was that of Sindh 
and it took place seventy eight years after this first advent of the Muslims 
into Gujarat.® The beginnings of the Muslim dynasty in Gujarat go as far 

1. Al-BIruni, India ( tr. by Sachau), Vol. I, p. 209. 

2. Has Mala, by Alexander Kinloch Forbes, London. 1924, Vol. I. p. 103. 

3. Joubert’s Idrisi, Vol. I, pp. 170-176. 

4. HD., p. 882 ; Cambridge History of India, Vol. Ill, p. 169; Elliot-Dawson. 

Vol. Ill, p. 200 ; MG., pp. 59-60 ; Zia Barani., p. 518, 

5^ Say y id Abdul H^ye, Y ad-i-Ayyam, Aligarh, p. 6, 
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back in history as 697 A. ii. 1297-8, A. D., but the present attemptjs 
confined to the inscriptions of the Muslim Dynasty of Gujarat preserved 
on the monuments of their Capital at Ahmadabad. Nevertheless, a 
very brief account of the origins of this dynasty is essential. 

“ During the reign of the great Sultan Muhammad Tughluq, 
Prince Firoz, then heir-apparent, went to a hunting expedition, during 
which he wandered from his companions and lost his way and at last 
found shelter in a village of the Taluqa Thanesar in the Sirhind Division 
of the Pan jab. The chief men of that place were two brothers, Sadhu 
and Sahran by name, men of wealth and consequence, who belonged to 
Tank tribe of Rajputana. The prince was hospitably entertained by them 
and fell in love with their sister, peerless in beauty and loveliness. After 
he had satisfied his hosts about his rank and family, he was offered the 
young lady in mfcaA-marriage, and set out for Delhi accompanied by the 
two brothers, who had decided to follow his fortunes. Shortly after, both 
the brothers accepted Islam and such was the loyalty and zeal of Saharan 
that he received at the royal court the title of Wajihu*l-Mulk ( the Chief 
of the State). When Firoz Tughluq ascended the throne at Delhi, 
Zafar Khan and Shams Khan, the two sons of Wajihul-Mulk were 
promoted to the rank of nobles and appointed to the office of cup-bearers. 
Zafar Khan was born at Delhi on 30th June 13+2 A. D. and he was well 
past his prime when, under his new title he was appointed in 1391 A. D. to 
the charge of the important province of Gujarat at a critical period.*’^ 

Sakha wi says in his account of Mahmud liegada ; “ His grand- 

father Muzaffar had embraced Islam at the hands of Muhammad Shah 
( Tughluq ) , the ruler of Delhi. He was sent as viceory over Gujarat to 
suppress rebellions there. Later, when disorder broke out in Delhi and 
the kingdom was divided into petty states, Muzaffar continued to rule over 
Gujarat. His son arrested and imprisoned him, and proclaimed himself 
independent ruler of Gujarat in place of his father. But his rule did not 
last long, for his father's party regained power and the son was put to 
death. A few years later Ahmad, the son of the deceased, avenged his 
father by murdering his grandfather and established himself in Gujarat'^. 

There are different statements as to the attitude of Tatar Khan and 
his son Ahmad towards Muzaffar. It is however certain that Tatar Khan 
was a minister of Sultan Nasiru‘d-DIn Mahmud Tughluq and even in the 
reign of his successor, Nusrat Shah, he continued in his service. He was 
sent to Samana with a small force and remained a minister of Nusrat Shah 
as well. When Iqbal Khan Mallu came to Panipat and laid siege to it, he 


1. MS. BY., pp. 68-70 ; HG., p. 48 ; HD., p. 903. 

2. Sakhiwi, VoK X, p. 144. 
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realised that he could no longer control the affairs of Delhi ; so he 
made his way towards his father, who was in Gujarat, with the permission 
of Sultan Nusrat Shah on the pretext of getting help from him.^ 

At a later date Tatar Khan in Gujarat having come to know of 
Amir Timur's invasion of India turned back towards Delhi- After Timur’s 
departure from India Tatar Khan saw the unsettled condition of the 
central government and so he pressed bis father to march against Delhi. 
But Zafar Khan was always cooling his ardour by objecting on the ground 
that such action would be reproved as being venal and avaricious. At 
last in 806 A. ii. / 1403 A. D. Tatar Khan became the first independent 
Sultan of Gujarat with the title of Nasiru d Dm Muhammad Shah as 
noted above.^ 

But later on when the Tughluqs were losing ground everywhere 
and many tributary rulers of India were declaring their independence, 
Muzaffar Shah, who was already an independent ruler, declared himself 
King of the whole Gujarat in 810 A. Ii. / 1407 A. D- 

It is very fortunate that through some important inscriptions relating 
to the founder of the Gujarat Muslim dynasty, which have been dis- 
covered in other parts of Gujarat, we have been able to confirm a good 
deal of the very interesting information about Muzaffar. 

One of them ( No. IV ) is from the wall of the tank adjoining 
the Jurna* Masjid of Baroda, and the other ( No. V ) is on the 
NaulakhT Vav situated in the grounds of Lakshmivilas Palace of Baroda. 
The subject matter of both the inscriptions is more or less identical. They 
refer to the construction of a well or tank* But the inscription from 
the palace vav ( step-well ) bears the name and titles of Zafar Khan 
b. Wajihu 1-Mulk, Khan A‘zam, Khaqan-i-Mu‘azzam, Ulugh -i-Qutlugh 
Humayun, Masnad-i-’AlI, the ruler of Gujarat. The fief of Barodra 
( Baroda ) at that time was under the control of one Malik Adam b. 
Sulaiman. Both the inscriptions bear the same date, viz., the 1st of 
Rajab, 807 A. H./3rd January 1405 A. D. The builder of both the wells 
is Amir Nathu, son of Takhir. The former inscription is bilingual which 
is fortunate, as it gives us some further information. 

IV (a) 

- ) iiji ^ 3 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pisjt/* ) — jJLwm ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o 3 Iaw oa5 Cu ^ 

1. HD., pp. 904-5 ; TWtkh-i^Muharak Shaht^ pp. 159-65 ; and Firishta 
( Persian edition, Lucknow ), Vol, I, p. 155. 

2. MS. F.,p. 15. 
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— ^ ^ *“r^J ‘-r^J li/* *-/*' ^ 

‘a/ By the grace and solicitude and divine and universal generosity 
of the Omnipresent ; and by the auspicious support of the friend of God* 
Mu^mmady the Messenger of God (Allah*s blessings and peace be upon 
him) Amir Mu'zzam wa Mukarram ( exalted and revered ) Nathu-i*« 
Takhir had recourse to the mercy of God. The construction of this 
step-well was prepared and completed on the 1st of the month of Rajab 
(may its dignity increase)» in the year 807 (3 Jan. 1405 A. D.) 

The Sanskrit portion is composed partly in verse and partly in prose. 
The metrical part consists of three stanzas. The first stanza is in praise 
of God. The second stanza praises Mir Natha, and ridicules his enemies. 
In the third is recorded the construction of a well by MTr Natha the son 
of Taksara, and the well is compared with the milky ocean. This stanza 
also probably gives the date of the construction in words, for the 
month Pausa of the Hindu calendar and the bright half of the same are 
mentioned in it. Then follows the prose part of the inscription which 
clearly mentions the date in numerals and records also the construction 
of the well by Mir Natha, the son of Tak^ra the last portion of the fifth 
line very clearly records a town by name Sahatapura, **the best**. 

The Sanskrit portion is as follows^ : 

II Ml; H u w 

^ II %ii Ml 

^ *roi sTiiT qiig qgt u ^ n w Ml- 

*n]^ %- 

Ml 

H Ml MI^ipt: II ^ II 13^ ^ Mr ?T^( 5 ?r) Ml ^ ^ 

II Ml iEnP3^ Mt ^ ^ - 

Tmmcrij^ion of the Sanskrit,* 

t 

1 Srih. Srs(ikartta jayati. Amandanandahetur yo ’vyakto vyak- 

tetarah parah ; dadyad vi^vasya vi — 


1. The language of the text is granunatleally incorrect. 

2. Mutilated letters. 

3. Rest illegible. 
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2 ^vasya kartta devah sa vah ^riyam (1). Dhanurdharam MlraS- 
rovataihsam Sri Mira Natham nayanair nipiya ; pratyarthinah ke 

3 bhana nama bhiru padam prabhutam yudhi napnuvaiiti (2). 

Varse’ smin vasavamite Sri Vikramukkaksanat, Pause 

masi si — 

4 te vrsakapi tithau pakse valakse sati ; ksirambhodhisamama- 
• karayad imam punyasriye vapikam, sa Sri Tak^ranandano 

gui^anidhih 

5 Sri Miranathah krti (3). Sam vat 1462 varse Mira Sri Takrara 
(suta) Sri Mira Natha imam vapim akarayat. Sri Sahat:apure 
sresthe srsti ka- 

6 puta 

Translation of the Sanskrit : 

Victory ! Victorious is the Creator of the Universe, 

He, who is the source of undiminishing bliss, the Unmanifest, above 
manifestation and beyond, the Greater of the whole U niverse, may that 
God grant unto you blessings.^ 

Seeing this archer, Sri Mira Natha, the crestjewel of the Miras on 
the field of battle, say which of his enemies shall not take to cowardly flight. 

In this year . . of the Vikrama era, on the bright V^^kapi day of the 
month of Pau», when the fortnight was bright, ^rl Mira Natha, caused to 
be constructed this well, a vertiable Ocean of Milk, for earning merit. ^ 

In the year 1462 Sri Mira Natha, son of ^rl Taksara caused this 
well to be constructed, • 

In this auspicious town of Sahatapura, the best, .... * 

IV (b) 

djjj dUj SI S 

^j£ ^laiU ^ Ulr 

* The transcriptions of the Sanskrit inscriptions was in this paper made by 
Messrs M. A. Mehendale and A. V. Naik of the Deccan College Post Graduate 
and Research Institute. The writer is grateful to them for this help. 

1. The text of the inscription is grammatically incorrect. 

2. These letters are mutilated. 

3. Rest illegible. 4. About Sahatapura see below. 
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c; e;? ^ ^ I (j (J f/9^ 

jif* I yyi j J ^ ^ ) ^.aIw tj O ^laii/» 

Jiii) j* Ui‘ j ^ J C/*^ ^ ^i/i t '•^J ^ ^ 

CaI 

y-*ij UJ U.1 ^ 4>i» lw" ^J J Vi/* *7^ ' ^ 

*<2,* *6." After the praise of God and salutation to the Messenger of 
Providence, during the reign of the Great Khan, the exalted Khaqan, 
Uliigh-i-Qutlugh, Masnad-i-^Ali (may his dignity ever remain high), Zafar 
Khan, son of Wajihu’l-Mulk, the holder of the territory of Gujarat, and in 
the auspicious rule of the Malik of Maliks of the East, the great Malik 
Adam, son of Sulaiman, the holder of the fief of Barodra, (may Almighty God 
protect him), NasTru’d-Dawla wa’d-Din, Amir Nathii Takhir (may 
God raise his dignity high), prepared and completed this step- well by the 
grace of Almighty God. It took place on the 1st of the month of 
Rajab (may its dignity increase) in the year 807 A. il. (3rd Jan. 1405 A. D.) 

This epigraph also was bilingual, but its Sanskrit version was on 
a separate slab of marble which is missing from its original place» 
as is obvious from the gap in the left hand wall of the present inscription.' 
We gather from the jMiirat-i-Sikandari^ that Zafar b. Waji'hu’l-Mulk had 
the same titles as noted above in the inscription. Specially as to the 
mention of Malik Adam b. Sulaiman we are able to say that there was a 
person of this name at the beginning of the reign of Ahmad I. We find 
in the Mirdui-Sikandari that Moiu’d-Din b. Firo;^ Khan, a cousin of 
Ahmad, then the governor of Baroda, had revolted against Ahmad in the 
very beginning of his reign ; and at his instigation Bhikan, Adam and 
Afghan, who were the helpers of Ahmad, were attacked.*’ On the authority 
of TabaqdUi-Ahbari^ Bayley lias remarked^ that Malik Adam b. Sulaiman 
and Afghan were one and the same person and Fandi in his translation of 
the MS. has asserted that Bhikai^ and Adam Sulaiman Afghan were 
friends of the Sultan.^ This Malik Adam b. Sulaiman played an important 
part in firmly establishing the kingship of Ahmad I. For some years 
he was in charge of the fief of Baroda- This inscription now sets at 
rest all doubts regarding this important personage, 

J. Forbes writes as under in his Oriental Memoirs after he arrived at 
Broach from Bombay (Jan. 1783) and began exploration through Gujarat : 
“ in the environs of Brodera are some very expensive bowrees, or wells, 

1. Abdul Husain, one of the servants of His Highness of Baroda, who had 

helped the writer in visiting the vav, stated that some years ago he had observed 

the Sanskrit slab also. At present this vav serves as a source of water for the palace 

gardens and has been converted into a tube-well. 

2. MS., p. 12. 3. Ibid, 22. 

4. MS. BY., pp. 88, 96. 5. MS. F., p. 11. 
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with grand flights of steps descending to the water, through rows of stone 
pillars and pilasters* The largest of the Brodera wells is a magnificent 
work, with the following inscription over the portal, in the Persian chara- 
cter ; of which I insert the translation, as a specimen of such dedications : 

* In the name of Alla* 

The God of Mercy and Benelicence. 

God is one 

And God who sent Mahomet into the world* * 

Jaffier Khan Ben Vazalmool, viceroy of Guzerat, was successful and 
mighty in battle. Brodera was under his command, he was an officer 
high in rank, with the most honourable titles* By his favour, Soliman 
his chief minister was appointed governor of Brodera ; where, by blessing 
of Allah, he accumulated great riches, and employed them in works of 
charity and beneficence* By him, this work of beauty, strength and 
admiration, was by the Divine permission, completed on the first of the 
month of Razeb, in the 807th year of the Hejira*. 

The water of Soliman's well is reckoned extremely pure, and is 
much sought after.**^ 

It is not without interest that Forbes, who had seen many such step- 
wells in the environs of Baroda, should have given the inscription only 
from the largest one. According to Forbes ttto inscription was on the 
portal of the step- well* It seems that the step- well noticed by Forbes 
was not the Naulakhi vav in the grounds of the Lakshmivilas Palace, 
but some other vav nearly as large* 

In consequence of the presence of three inscriptions from step- wells 
within the Baroda state, giving almost identical details, we may safely say 
that when Zafar Khan was ruler of Gujarat, his nobles had realised the needs 
of the people’s welfare and as part of their duty to their subjects had manag- 
ed to assure a copious water supply through means of these step- wells* 

It is really astonishing to find that both these step- wells were con- 
structed and designed by the same person at about the same date, and for 
to identical purpose* Even the calligraphy of both the inscriptions seems 
to be the work of the same scribe. 

We should not omit to mention here that inscription No. IV a from 
the Juma‘ Masjid^ of Baroda, does not bear the names of Zafar Khan and 

1. Forbes, Oriental Memoirs ( 2nd cd., London, 1834 ), Vol. II. pp. 285-87. In 
Forbes’ reading Jaffier Khan is the same Zafar Kban and VazalmooJ is Wajlhu’l- 
Molk. Burgess has also cited one such step- well from Baroda at Sewari, six miles 
west of Baroda, Arehiteetural Antiquities of Northern Qujarat (London 1903), p. 116* 

2 This Jama* Masjtd of Baroda was built by the orders of Prince Khalil Khan 
( later Saltan Muzaffar II ) in 910 A. H./1504 A. D., which is testified by a long and 
beautilully calligraphed inscription on its facade in Naskhl style (EX. No, 66). 
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Sulaiman but it does bear the name of Amir Nathii as the builder. The 
Sanskrit text of the same also bears the name of the town Sahatapura, 
where also a step-well was constructed. It is just possible that at that 
period this Sahatapura might have been outside the jurisdiction of the 
ruler of Gujarat. The exact location of this is almost impossible to fix.^ 

At Mangrol a Persian inscription in verse on the Gadi Gate 
mentions that Zafar Khan, entitled MuzafFar Khan, son of Wajihu‘l Mulk, 
the great minister of the central government, was appointed to the post 
of the governor of Gujarat and under him Malik Yaqub held the fief 
of Sorath and Malik Tamiin also held a similar position at Mangrol. It 
records the construction of the citadel, city>wall and the gateway fitted 
with steel gates. Malik Musa was the kotwal of the city who was in charge 
of the work, and Usrad Qazi and Malik Zahir were expert supervisors 
of the work. It was completed on the 14th Rajab 797 A. H. / 5th May, 
1394 A. D.^. Another inscription in Persian verse, at the Sepoy Guard of 
Mangrol, belonging to the regime of the same Zafar Khan, mentions that 
the citadel of Mangrol was completed in 800 A. H. / 1397 A. D., when Malik 
Badr Bhingal at Sorath and Malik Shaikh son of Taj at Mangrol, 
were putting forth their best efforts for this work^. Yet another inscrjption 
in Persian, from the Idgah of Goga, mentions the name of Khan i-A‘zam 

1. In The Tabaqat-i^Akharl (Vol. II, p. 274) we find a mention of Saitpur 
J yi • When Akbar was returning home from the town of Dhaulqa, after one 

night's halt he went to the town of Kadi, after stopping for one night there he 
marched to the town of Saitpur. Here a dispatch was received from Raja Bhagawaa 
Das and Shah Quli Mahram mentioning the auspicious news of the capture of the 
Fort of Badoagar. After this be proceeded to Siroht. Mr. De has discussed this point 
particularly and he says (Trans. II. 421) that mss . of the Tahaqat have jyi 
and its litho edition has Sltapur, Mr. Beveridge's translation of the AkbarnJlma has 
Sathpur. In the IqbaUNama-i-JahUnglri there is Sitpur. If we 

take both these Saitpurs and the one mentioned in the inscription as i.lentical then 
we can presumably take the Saitpur of the inscription as the modern Siddhpur, a 
f in the Baroda State. Because it was inevitable for Akbar to pass through 
modern Siddhpur after leaving Dhaulqa for home and taking up the route through 
Kadi and Sirohl. There are vd vs* (step-wells) at Siddhpur also. (BG., p. 229) Experts 
on coins have also cited one Saitpur jyi as one of the mint towns of Akbat 

but they are not definite as to its location {Oatalogus of the Coins in the Punjab 
Museum, Vol. II, p, Izxxvi, and “Prof. H. M. Sbairani's Collection "i Oriental College 
Magazine, Lahore, August 1933, p. 14). 

2. Corpus Jnscriptionum Bavanagari, p. 14. Malik Yaqub noted in this inscrip- 
tion was, according to Tabaqat^i^Akbarl^ given the title of Sikandar Khan in 
789 A. H. ( p. 253 ). Burgess has given the transcript of one Sanskrit inscription 
in (BG. p. 246) from the Juma* Masjid of Mangrol which is almost identical with thid 
Persian inscription. Therefore these two together may be considered to form a 
bilingual epigraph ; see also HG., pp, 74-76. 

3. CIB., p. 2 ; the published text says 700 A. H,, which io reality should b) 
800 A. H. 


33 



112 


M. A. CHAGHATAI 


Zafar Khan, son of VVajihn’l Mulk, during^ whose regime it was built by 
Kamal Hamid on the 15th Rajab 797 A. H. / 6 th May 1394 A. 

The first and last of these Kathiawar inscriptions bear the name of one 
Sultan Nusrat Shah during whose period Zafar Khan had built these 
monuments. This Sultan was the grandson of Firoz Shah Tughluq and 
he ruled over Delhi for about four years, Rabi I, 797 to Rajab, 802 A. H./ 
Dec. 1394 to March 1398 A. 

V 

At Veraval we have been able to trace one more bilingual inscription 
from the tomb of Maghribi Sahib just near the Custom House and it 
records the construction of the city-wall and a bouse. It runs thus : 

^.V3 l-frJ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ I*'***'? 1 

^3 Lk ^ j ^3 ) U3 

bi ^ pla£ 1 ^ Ik J 0 f- 

^ IkUl ) a U 

ViX^Ow J-* ^ V>^ ) ^AAJ ^ ^ J 

(y^v>? ) ^^3 t-v3^) ! U ^ O b ^U3 ) (c JJ J<UJ |C 

. . ‘ a ' ; On the 14th of the month of Shawwal, year 810 A. H. 
(13th March 1408 A. D.) this city-wall and house were constructed in the 
reign of Klian-i'A‘zam, Zafar Khan, son of Wajihu’l Mulk, Shamsu^d-Dunya 
wa’d-Din, Muzaffar Shah, as-Sultan, by his servant and by order of Malik 
Fazlu’l-lah Ahmad Abii Raja. It \vas completed on the 27th Rabi T, year 
811 A. n. (20th July 1408 A. D.) Whoever sees this should remember 
the builder and pray for the protection of the faith and recite the introduc- 
tion of the Holy Book. 

1 . mrl [ 3 ^] «r}WrT[»T35T] «n *sfT 

fc5fni% [ 5 ] «n 'P?[?55 3l|»T^ JPr|^[<iIT] 

^ ^ [1^ u nwrej. 

f 

1. Samvat 146) yarse Caitra vadi ^2 [ purve] Sri prakara 

[manclanam] Sri Sri Jhapharakhana Sri [saha] 

2. Mujhaphara Sulatani [su]ta [vahad ?] Maha-malika Sri 
Phajharala AhammadaAbu Ra[ja]pra[kara] 

f 

3 Sravana va[di] 13 nispa[n]nah mahgalam astu 

r 

1. CII3, p. 4, the published text- says wrongly 777 A. H. which is due to a 

confusidn in reading, *it eughl to be 797 A. H. ♦ 

2. Tarikh'^i^Afubarak Shahl^ pp. 159-165. 
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The Sanskrit version of the inscription is too much obliterated to 
yield any connected translation- It, however, gives the proper names Sri 
Zafar Khan, Muzaffar Sultan, Maha-Malika, Sri Fazarala Ahammada 
Abu Raja. It refers to the construction of a city-wall ( prahara ). The 
two dates are clearly legible. What they refer to is not clear. They may 
refer to the commencement and completion of the city-wall. 

This inscription from Vera val bears the name, title and insignia of 
Zafar Khan as Sultan. Therefore it possesses a special importance. 

VI 

Foundation of Ahmadabad and the City- Wall 

Sultan Ahmad I, instead of continuing at Anhilwad Pattan, the 
ancient capital of Hindu Gujarat, changed his seat of government and 
founded his new capital at Ahmadabad. This city remained the 
capital for about two hundred years, with the exception of a short interval, 
when Mahmud Begada made his capital at Champaner under the name 
Muhammadabad just after its conquest in 8S9 A. II. / 148+ A. D. 

The chronogram of the year of the foundation of the city of Ahmad- 
abad is expressed by the word hhair^ (auspicious) and it gives the year 810 
A. H. / 1407 A. D. But Ahmad, the founder of Ahmadabad, actually ascend- 
ed the throne on 14th of Ramazan in the year 813 A. H./lOth January 1411 
A. D.^ This means a discrepancy of about three years. Generally no im- 
portance is attached to this chronogram, but if we study the facts critically 
we find in it matters of great significance. 

Zafar Khan, after having taken up his abode at Asawal in 806 A.H./ 
1403 A. D., invested his son, Nasir’ud-DIn Tatar Khan with full powers.'^ 
Muhammad Shah Tatar Khan made his capital at Asawal, just outside the 
site subsequently chosen for the city of Ahmadabad.** After the demise 
of this Nasir’ud-Din Tatar Khan Muhammad Shah, Zafar Khan 
nominated Ahmad,^ ( son of Sultan Muhammad) as his heir-apparent. 
Later on in 810 A. ii. / 1407 A. D., at Birpur Zafar Khan declared 
himself Sultan of Gujarat with the title of Muzaffar Shah and returned to 
his old capital at Pattan, where be died and where he was buried. The 
assumption by Zafar Khan of this title Muzaffar Shah as King of Gujarat 
was for purely political reasons after he had freed himself from the bondage 
of Delhi and had made Gujarat an independent Muslim kingdom. 

We can easily conclude that Asawal had acquired great importance 
because Zafar Khau had taken up his abode there and because it was at 
Asawal that his son Sultan Muhammad had ascended the throne. It was 

1. MS., p. 27. 2. Ibid, p. 22. 3. Ibid, p. 16. 4. MS. BY., p. 17. 5. MS., p. 18. 
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from this same place that he had started on his march to Delhi. It was also 
the place where Ahmad had been nominated as his successor by Zafar Khan. 
It is just possible, therefore, that Ahmad had continued to reside at 
Asawil as heir-apparent and had also begun to have the idea of founding a 
new city there in his own name. 

The proclamation of Zafar Khan as Sultan MuzafFar in 810 A.H./1401 
A. D. as a King independent of the Delhi Sultanate would naturally be look- 
ed upon as the true date of the foundation of the new city. So the chrono- 
gram khair^ which so aptly indicates the same date, marks the founding of the 
independent Muslim kingdom of Gujarat as also of its capital city. In actual 
fact, however, the city itself materialised in 813 A.H./1411 A D. on the 
accession of Ahmad himself. 

The historians of Ahmadabad usually devote much space to accounts 
of the mosques built there and tend to ignore several other monuments 
which were equally important and necessary for the foundation of the city. 
No doubt, it is aptly called “the city of a thousand stone mosques.” Each of 
them is said to have been adorned with minarets and excellent inscriptions* 
as asserted by Abul Fazl.^ But according to local history,^ the stone 
mosques of Ahmadabad number only between four hundred and fifty and 
five hundred. There are however, other prominent monuments of Ahmad I, 
which were erected by him, the city-wall, the triple gateway or tin-darwaza 
or tripolia, which at present spans the broad road running from the Bhadra 
to the Railway Station. This tin-darwdza has a Nagari inscription on a 
marble slab dated 1868 V.S./1734 Saka/1814 A.D. which records an order made 
during the Subedarship of Chimnaji Raghunath at Ahmadabad with regard 
to the rights of succession of a daughter on the petition made by certain 
SharifF of Ahmadabad.^’ The main function of this triple gateway was to 
serve as the principal entrance to the Royal Palace, which actually stood 
upon the spot known today as the Bhadra. In the days of the Sultans it 
was called Darn’s- Sal tanat ( the Palace of the Sultans ) and here the great 
feudatories and foreign embassies assembled before approaching the royal 
presence. Unfortunately, the Darii’s-Saltanat of the Gujarat Sultans no 
longer exists and the present Bha Ira is a later erection of A‘zam Khan the 
Mughal Subedar^. 

VI (a) 

The poet Huhvi’ of Shiraz composed a history of the reign of 
Ahmad I in verse, of whicli some extracts have been quoted in the MirdU 

1. Ain-i-Akhari^ Vol. I, p. 484. 2. MA., Vol. 11. p. 6. 

3. The writer is grateful to Dr. Sankalia for supplying him with the substance of 
the inscription; see 13 A., Pt. I, p. 25, Pis. 6, 28, 29, 

4. Vide infra. 
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i-Sihandari^ , Some of the verses from his work referring to the found- 
ation of Ahmadabad and the construction of the city-wall might have 
been appropriately utilised in the inscription on the wall. 
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A Air 

1 Thus chanted Hulwi, the melodious bard, 

who scatters numerous priceless pearls of poesy : 

2 That once upon a time the king, all-embracing like the sky, 
called a halt on the bank of the river Sambar. 

3 Through divine inspiration and through command of God 
a great idea came in to the king’s mind : 

4 That in that land of fragrant breezes 

he should lay the foundation of a city fine. 

5 He summoned the architect without delay, 
and ordered that upon the selfsame spot 

6 He should erect a city of firm foundation, 

which should win the praises of the inhabitants of that place 

7 And a wall of fortification, the envy of the wall 
of Alexander, to ward ofF the inroads of the Gog, 

8 In the month of Zu’l-Q‘adah of the year 
eight hundred and thirteen of the Hijra era^, 

9 The city in its full splendour saw 

the light of the day at the hands of Nasiru*d-Din Ahmad ; 

1. MS., pp. 23-24. 

2. MA., p. 2 MS., p. 96 

3. Feb. 1410 A. D. 
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10 And bore the name of Ahmadabad and became 

the refuge and residence of the followers of the Prophet Ahmad the 
blessed. 

VI (b) 

Sultan Mahmud Begada after the conquest of Champaner is said to 
have caused the city of Ahmadabad to be surrounded by a wall and 
bastions, which probably means that he repaired and extended the ancient 
wall wherever it was necessary. On its completion, he had a Quranic 
verse commemorating the date of that event, inscribed on one of the 
bastions 

* ASI* 

‘Whosoever entereth here is safe’^ 

This gives the date 892 A. H, /1486 a. d. This inscription, however- 
is no longer traceable. 

VI (c) 

On the city wall just near the gateway of the Gaekwad Haveli, 
on the banks of the Sabarmati river, we can trace an interesting inscrip- 
tion, dated the 1st of Rabi I, year 1028 A. ll./16th Feb. 1619 A. D., i. e., in 
the days of Jahangir. This is bilingual, Gujarati and Persian. It supplies 
us the brief information that Shafi Khan Bakhshlu‘l-Mulki had built it on 
the 1st of Rabi I in the year 1028 a. ii,/16th February, 1619 A. D. under 
the supervision of Sayyid Kamal Junairi. « 




0 ^*<^*-* 



f*- j 

1 • r A r**- J 

, 5) ) 

e" j 





Built by Shafi Khan, Bakhshiu’l-Mulki, on the 1st of the month of 
Rabi I, in the year 1028 (l6th Feb. 1619 A. D.). 

Under the supervision of Sayyid Kamal Junairi, 

1 ‘I HPT3- srrn ( l 

2 3 *sfi 

Saturday, 4th of the dark-half of Mah, in the year 1625 
Samvat, the wall of Raykhad was repaired by Khan Sri Safi Khan. 

1, Firishta (Briggs), Yol. IV, p. 70. 2. Qur’ciJi, iii, 97. 
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It is remarkable that this Shall Khan has been mentioned in all 
historical records as Safi Khan ( ) and not Shall Khan(^Li, 
as in this inscription. The former ( ) is correct. Moreover, the 

inscription seems quite casual because it does not bear the usual mention 
of the Emperor's name as was the practice of those days. This incident is 
clearly recorded in the Memoirs of the Emperor, who mentions that the 
expenses incurred were paid from the state treasury. It seems, therefore, 
that the recorder of this inscription was a minor personage, who did not pay 
much attention to correct spelling. 

Jahangir says in his Memoirs : “ Safi Khan was the son of the 
brother of Ja‘far Beg. who received in my father’s service the title of Saif 
Khan and was married to a daughter of Nfir Jahan's brother, who by my 
favour had received the title of Asaf Khiin. He was appointed Bakhshl of 
Gujarat’’. Jahangir further says in the course of his Memoirs of the year 
1027 A. H. / 1617 A. II. “when the royal retinue was proceeding towards 
Ahmadabad, Safi K'nan, Bakhshl of Gnjarat, repaired at the expense of the 
Government all that was broken down and was in ruins, and he also cleared 
a little plot and erected a new building on it.”' 

History records that Mirza Safi, entitled Saif Klian, was the son of 
Amanat Khan and that, owing to old relations with I’timadud-Dawla's 
family, he was married to a daughter of Asaf Khan, a sister of Mumtaz 
Mahal, the lady of the Taj Mahal of Agra. He is generally mentioned as 
the Diwan of Gujarat. He made adequate arrangements for maintaining 
the city of Ahmadabad in good order. He laid out a garden on the site where 
he had won a battle against Abdulla Khan, just near Batwa and Rasul- 
abad, and named it Jannat Bari or Gardens of Heaven. He died in Bengal 
in 1049 A. H. /1 639 A. D.^ 

In 1026 A. H./1616 A. D. Jahangir came to Gujarat and Shahjahan as 
the Prince Royal accompanied him. He encamped at the Kankaria tank. 

Jahan was presented with the province of Gujarat by the Emperor. 
Jahangir was approached by Khairu'n-Nissa, the daughter of Abdur- 
Rahim, Khan Khanan, who requested the honour of the Emperor’s presence 
at a dinner in the gardens known as Path Bari, laid out by her father 
during the tenure of his office as governor of Gujarat. Jahangir accepted the 
invitation. Besides the excellent dinner, he specially enjoyed the magni- 
ficent array of the trees bearing numerous varieties of fruit in artificial 
form made of paper and wax in that autumn weather. Soon after- 
wards he left Ahmadabad for Akbarabad, but owing to abnormal heat on 
the way he got ill at Dohad and was compelled to return to Ahmadabad . 

1. Jahangir’s Memoirs, English Translation, by Roger, Vol. II, p. 262 and Vol ^ 
I, p. 470. 2. Maathir-vl-Umara, Vol. II, pp. 416-421, 
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He suffered from a severe attack of fever. After his recovery on the 2nd 
Ramazan, 1027 a. n./23rd August 1618 A. D. he left Ahmadabad.^ 

Shahjahan was at Dohad with his family, where on 15th Ziqa'da 1028 
A. H. /24th Oct. 1619 A. D. Aurangzeb was born. Jahangir celebrated the 
birth of this grandson by holding a great feast at Ujjain. 

According to the Mirat-i-Ahmadi the palaces near the southern gate 
of Khanpur, situated on the banks of the Sabarmati. are known as the 
‘ Haveli of Shahjahan Even to this day some remnants of these are 
traceable. The credit for the laying out of the Shahi gardens of Ahmadabad 
on the banks of the Sabarmati also belongs to Shahjahan.^ 

In course of time many old monuments of Ahmadabad, which had not 
been properly looked after, required renovation and repairs. In 1094 A. H./ 
1682 A. D., when Mukhtar Khan was the governor of Gujarat, the floods 
of the Sabarmati due to heavy rains caused great damage to many old 
monuments. The city-wall as well as the fort collapsed in many places. 
Mukhtar Khan reported the matter to the Emperor and drew his attention 
to the urgency of immediate repairs. Both the city-wall and the 
fort had been repaired by Makramat Khan, while he was the Diwan some 
years earlier, and so a royal farmdn was issued to the eflect that the 
cost of repairs in the past years should be carefully ascertained. 
It was discovered that the necessary repairs had been done four 
times already, and had been paid for out of both government funds and 
public subscriptions. Nothing was, therefore, collected from the public for 
the repairs on this particular occasion. Once again in 1101 A.H. / 1689 A.D., 
during the governorship of Shaja'at Khan, necessary repairs were effected 
within the fort. In short, we find from reliable sources that all necessary 
repairs were effected in order to preserve the monuments of the Muslim 
Kings of Gujarat and constant care was given to this matter and on special 
occasions big sums were lavishly spent by the state for the preservation of 
these ancient monuments. In 1102 A.II./1690 A. D. mosques were repaired, 
in 1104 A. II. 1 1692 A.D. the city-wall needed repairs which were carefully 
carried out and at the same time the buildings of the Shahi gardens and 
Kankaria were also repaired.'"’ 

These last repairs reflect great credit on Aurangzeb, who ordered all 
the repairs to be carried out immediately. He had in his mind only the 
idea of preservation and conservation of the monuments of his predecessors. 
And he also acted similarly in the case of many other historical places 
he visited. 

1. Memoirs of Jahangir, Vo!. I, p. 472. 

2. M A., pp. 202-205. 

3 . MA., Vol. I. pp. 290. 323, 333, 347. 348, 352, 353, 373. 
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VII-X 

Ahmad I’s Mosques and other Monuments of this period 

A masjid near the Jamalpur gate is an impressive specimen of 
simple architecture and its construction is attributed to Masti Khan locally 
known as Haibat Khan.^ This mosque is regarded to be one of the earliest 
mosques in the city. Unfortunately, the original inscription from the 
central mehrab is missing. But we know that Masti Khan was a son of 
Sultan MazafTar and thus an uncle of Ahmad I and he was also governor 
of Surat and Rander. This masjid is obviously an early specimens of 
Muslim architecture, in which an attempt has been made to blend har- 
moniously both the arcuate and trabeate systems. This mosque is much 
cruder in form than the other early mosques built by Ahmad 1. 

It is generally maintained by local tradition that the Juma Masjid, 
now in the Manek Chowk, is the earliest masjid in Ahmadabad, dating from 
the days of Ahmad 1, and many travellers and other writers have described 
it. But, from their inscriptions, three other mosques of the same Sultan can 
be assigned an earlier date; and these are also important so far as early 
Muslim architecture in Gujarat is concerned. 

Local tradition seems to take special interest in Juma Alcu'Jic/, because 
it is situated in the heart of the city and naturally attracts attention; but the 
other earlier mosques are also equally important. One masjid near the 
shrine of Shah Wajihu'd Din, known as ‘ Alam Din’s masjid, is of outstand- 
ing importance on account of its inscriptional evidence. The fine 
inscription ( VIl ) on its central mehrab is in verse and it gives us the 
information that it was built by one Sayyid ‘Alam Abu Bakr Husaini in 
815 A.H./1412 A.D. 

VU (a) 

, 1 ^ ^ i ^ 

1 -- — I i !<• ^ ^ 

Careful scrutiny shows that the existing portion of this inscription 
is only one half of the original. The right side of the verses is missing. 


1. MS., pp. ai-22 ; Firishta ( Briggs ), Vol. IV, p. 12 ; BA., Pt. I, p. 17-18, PU. 
3, 11-18. 
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The M.ircit-i-Sikandari gives the missing half of these verses.^ It says that 
there was a tnasjid, founded during the same period, situated in the Manek 
Chowk and the verses giving its date, composed by Mufti Yahya, are quoted 
there in full : — 


VII (b) 


6 kjC ^ 6 ji {} ^ 


v_f' ^ li/i ’ 

» t-X ^ Vi; v:; ^^‘*' ^ O J'^ 

i ^ b u>AWAf O J ^ 

oDj) yak^ ^ JJ 5*xjj 

^ f** t«*i ) ® t3kAA* i\A3CV^ ) 


Happy is this abode, for it is a superb edifice like the K’aba- 

Like tlie K aba it is the banner of the State and Faith of Arabia* 

In the reign of the King of the age, Ahmad Shah, 

A sovereign whose title is the Emperor of the World. 

The founder is the fountain-head of knowledge and learning, 

Whose origin is distinguished by fidelity, nobility and authority, 


The essence of the descendants of the Prophet and the pride of the 
progeny of *Ali* 

Sayyid-i-‘Alam ( the chief of world ) Abu Bakr known as Husaini, 

Thank God the date of its foundation was composed — 

815 A. II., the first of the month of Rajab(7th Oct. 1412 A. D.) 

It clearly shows that it was built during the reign of Ahmad I by 
Sayyid ‘Alam Abu Bakr Husain! on the Ist of the month of ^jab 815 
A. H. / 7th Oct. 1412 A. D. One Sayyid Qasim, son of Sayyid ‘Alam, was 
appointed by Ahmad Shah to collect tribute in Sorath, and was leader of an 
expedition against the Deccanis in 1430 A. D.^ But this tnasjid of Sayyid 
'Alam is not the famous masjid known as the Juma" Masjid of Ahmadabad 
nor is it situated in the Manek Chowk. This Juma* Masjid in the Manek 
Chowk is another building bearing a very fine inscription, dated 827 A. H. 
It seems that the author of the Mirdt'-i^Sikandari has mixed up these two, 
or possibly he was misinformed. 


1. MS., p. 27 ; BA., Pt. I. pp. 20-21, Pis. 4 , 19-23 ; BG., 290. 

2. MS. BY., pp. 98. 115. 
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VIII 

Another magnificent rnasjid of this period is situated just opposite 
the present Gujarat Club^. It bears an inscription dated 4tb Shawwal 
817 A. H. : — 

^ b Li**! I ^ ^ ) dl! J 

oj 

) Hi dU ^ iil ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I ^ J y f 

dU) ^ 

dli Uj IS ^ J tIaLyJ ) joho/^ I J ^ ) dJJ (j f** 

^3 Uj Us ^ ^iud J ^ ly I 8^^) ) 

This lofty building and this spacious mosque was built by the 
slave, who trusts and builds trusting to the mercy of Allah, Who is 
worshipped in the mosques with bows and prostrations. And He alone 
is always to be worshipped without any one else with Him, according to 
the Quranic verse *h\ Confident in the helping God, Ahmad Shah, son of 
Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah the King. The date of its 
construction was the 4th of Shawwal, year 817 of the Hijra era 
( 17th Dec. 1414 A. D. ) 

IX 

An inscription of this period is also found fixed in the north wall of 
the Nai Mohlat masjid^ which was built by one ‘Alamgir in 826 A.H./1422 
A.D. during the reign of Ahmad V : — 

y y J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ wXb Ur 6y ^ I 

^ I dU b )y^) ^ ) • cXyJ ) ^ ^ ^ bj jy f 

vNI I ^ bi ol J b 

^'i9}jOj) J fSs Ha ^ bal-Al ) ft jala^ v:/? » ^ J fy} J T 

5 jii v^dai dll ) ^ ^ c-ai j:i ^*Ju ^ Oj 

J J fXm 

Qne atom of Thy grace, O Benefactor of Thy servants. 

Is better than a thousand years of generosity and prayer. 

During the days of sovereignty and period of Idngship of tife 
Khalifa of the present age and time, confident in the gracioae Allih, 
Naeiru’d<Dnnya wa’d-Din Abu*l-Fatb Ajimad Shah, son of Mttiainhttd 

l, BA., Pt. 1, p. 17, Pl8. 3, 12, and Indian Antiquartf, IV, p. 290. 2. BO., p. ^03. 
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Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the King (may his Khilafat be perpetuated 
and his compassion be eternal ), this elegant edifice and lovely house of 
Allah was built by the slave, who hopes for the mercy of the Creator, the 
mean and humble A’lamgir, on the I9th of the sacred month of Muharram, 
year 826 (2nd Jan. 1423 A. D.). 

The language of this last inscription is Persian, unlike the language of 
other inscriptions of the same period, which is Arabic. They all present a 
very high standard of T^askhi style of calligraphy. The inscription of Ahmad 
I found in Nai Mohlat begins with a Persian couplet instead of a holy text 
as was the general practice for mosque-inscriptions. The inscriptions in the 
mosque opposite the Gujarat Club and in the Manek Chowk mosque clearly 
show that both these were built by Ahmad himself. 

X (a) 

The well-known masjid in the Manek Chowk is no doubt an improve- 
ment in Gujarat Muslim architecture over those earlier mosques built in 
815 and 817 A. ii. The date of the construction of this mosque, 827 A. H./ 
1423 A. D., is given in its inscription and is no doubt quite genuine^ : — ■ 

dll ) ^ Si Ui 

i Lum ^ 0^1 ) b ^ aI I dll b J^l ) 

j dll ) ^1-^ J J Uai-»^l ) ^ 

(aJ IaJ ^ _5 f ^ ^ds\l b dU ) 4^*1 1 

This lofty building and the spacious mosque was built by the slave, 
who hopes and builds trusting to the mercy of Allah, Who alone is always 
to be worshipped, without any one else beside Him, according to the 
Quranic verse ^h\ Confident in the helping God, Nasiru*d-Dunya wa’d-DIn, 
Abu‘l-Fath Ahmad Shah, son of *Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar 
Shah. The date of its construction was the Hijra of the Prophet (may 
God send His blessings upon him) the 1st of Safar (may it end successfully 
and victoriously) in the year 827 (4th January 1424 a. d.). 

Moreover it was also quite natural that such an imposing Friday 
Mosque should have been built by him in the very heart of the city* 

X(b) 

The northern corridor of this mosque bears another long inscriptiori 
in Persian verse in the best J^astStiq style. This inscription records the 

1. BA., Pt. I, p. 30, I^ls. 7, 32-37, and Indian Antiquary, IV, p. 129. 

44 



MUSLIM MONUMENTS OF AHMADABAD 


123 


construction of a water-tank for the mosque in 1020 a. h «/1611 a. d. under 
the supervision of one MTrak Hasan. These verses were composed by 
Mirza Muhammad Fa’iz who wrote under the nom de plume of Fai’z. He 
came to India from his native place Natanz during the days of Emperor 
Jahangir and entered the service of Shahjahan. He was also a very fine 
calligraphist. He died in Gujarat in 1036 A. H./1626. A. 


0^ 

1^ 

b j ) 0 





A . 

jXL 




S^AJJ 


b 


K y. 




jy r*r 


1 ) 





Jk , yl"! 






^5 U 




1 This age has seen no one except Mirak Hasan 

whose existence has become the cause of every good intent. 

2 For the service of the people his activity is engrossed ; 
in the domain of benevolence his efforts are exemplary. 

3 He built the reservoir like the Hauz-i-Kauthar ( reservoir of nectar ) 
which stands forth as the image thereof. 

4 But it is the mirror of Alexander 
from top to bottom all light and purity. 

5 If it has not become the Zamzam in elegance and purity, 
it has become a supply for all that is needed, like the Ka‘ba. 

6 Of the year of its construction Fa'iz said : — 

“The purity of Mirak’s reservoir was due to its waters.” 

(1020 a. H./1611 A. D.) 

From Jahangir’s Memoirs we gather that during this very year 
Jahangir had ordered the construction of some buildings in Abmadabad, 
Allahabad. Lahore and Agra;^ therefore it is just possible that this tank 
was built at this period for this Juma Masjid. 

XI 

In the Tajpur quarter within the Jamalpur area just beside the road 
there is an old rauza of imposing appearance over whose entrance there is 
an inscription, which gives the information that this sacred mausoleum 
was built during the reign of Ahmad I by one Qutb bin Muhammad bin 
KhwajagI in 830 A.H./1426 A.D. (?)• As many parts of the inscription have 
already been broken and disfigured, it was very difficult to decipher the text. 

1. Muhammad Abdul Ghani, Tazkiratu*sh~Shu*ra^ Aligarh, 1916, p. 93. 

2. Tuzuk^i Jahangir (Lucknow edition), p. 100. 
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I* ^ ) j 1^4 13 jii •” f j* ^'**# ‘i ) “ ^ ^ ^ ^ (***• ^ 

^ llaLww ^ ) iV* ^ 0>^ ^ ) 0^ ^ ) *y 

tX»Sv^ ^ »ti vXci f vifi^J) j tli J.I) r 

;iL» *1) ) 0.1^ lla^j ) IkJ } ^UaLJ) ili ^ili* »ti 

CJ 

r^jf i>y' U j y-iilaU ^ J T 

i>AS^/• ^ 

f •••••. JJJ^ j^ j*^ 3 ) I® 

(jkLo^ ^ I 0l4fc g) fc 

*a’ ‘Enter into it in peace, secure* (Qur. xv, 46). 

During the period of victorious government and the days of the 
eternal kingdom of the crown-wearing illustrious monarch, the Sultan of 
the Sultans of the age, the expunger of unbelief and of rebellion, Nasiru'd- 
Dunyii wa’d-DTn, Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar 
Shah, the Sultan, the son of the Sultan, the son of a Sultan (may Allah 
perpetuate his kingdom, and retain for ever his government and authority), 
this mausoleum was built by the slave, trusting to the mercy of Providence, 

Qutb, son of Muhammad, son of Khwajagi Completion of this 

sacred ( and ) pious ( construction ) for the sake of getting bliss was in the 
month of Muliarram, year seven— — (?), praising and praying to Almighty. 

The date is not very clear but anyhow from the style of the calligraphy 
and the phraseology one could fairly conclude that it belonged to the first 
half of the reign of Ahmad 1. Local tradition says that the saint lying 
buried there was the spiritual teacher of Ahmad himself. 

Burgess has referred to this monument as Qutb Shah Diwan's 
mas jid near the Kdch masjid^, and in an old archaeological record of 
1886 this particular mausoleum is mentioned as "the Roza of Qutbu*d-DIn 
Vazir, called in old survey Qutb Sayyid ( Jamalpur )\^ 

On the authority of the Mirdt-UAhmadi we may add here that one 
Sayyid Qutbu’d-DTn, a descendent of Sayyid Abdul Qadir JTlani, settled in 
Gujarat, He lies buried in Jamalpur inside the city and his grandson Sayyid 
Abdul Khaliq is also buried near him. He held two villages Khanpur and 
Chohar in Pargana Dholka^ From this account of the Mirat4-Ahmadi 
we may conjecture that the mausoleum where this inscription is found was 
erected in memory of Qutb b. Muhammad b. Khwajagi, the builder of the 

1. BG.. pp. 309-10, No. 93. 

2. A, W. Crawley, A Scheme for the Protection and Conservation of Ancient 
Buildings of A hmadabad, Bombay, 1886, p. xi. 

3. MA„ Vol. II, p. 40. 
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mausoleum, and his grandson Abdul Khaliq, because there is no other 
mausoleum in Jamalpur quarter which could answer to this description. 

In the ATchitccture of Ahinaclcibcid by IIope^Fergusson vve find 
mention of another mosque built in 1422 which would also fall within the 
reign of Ahmad I. They say: “This mosque was built by Malik Alum bin 
Noor Kubeer, styled Wuzeer-ool-Mulk, in A. d. 1422, and shows additional 
progress in the new style, and adaptation of the niche and ornament of the 
Hindoo spire to the base of the Mahomedan minaret Malik Alum was a 
son-in-law of Ahmad Shah, and a clever and brave man, but inclined to rebel, 
and more than once pardoned on that account”.^ From works of history 
we are able to gather some light on the true history of this mosque and of 
its builder. Amir Khudawand Khan, son of Yusuf, styled Malik Ay lam, was 
son-in-law of Sultan Muliammad II and brother-in-law of Sultan Mahmud 
Begada. He rose to be the chief minister of Gujarat. He founded a suburb 
to the south of Ahmadabad, known after his name as Aylampur, where^he 
built a superb mosque in stone. The floor of the mosque was paved with 
marble slabs which were brought from a distance of two hundred kos (nearly 
four hundred miles)^. The mausoleum of Shaikh Kamal, known as Malvl, 
is situated at the back of the mosque. But it bears no inscription at all. 

XII 

Sarkhej Monuments 

Sarkhej, a village about six miles south-west of Ahmadabad, owes its 
fame to Shaikh Ahmad Khattu, who lies buried there. It is generally 
alleged that Ahmad I in consultation with the saint Shaikh Ahmad Khattu, 
who was then living in Sarkhej, chose an open and spacious piece of land 
in the vicinity of Asawal and on the eastern side of the river to be the site 
of his new capital. 

XII (a) 

The monuments of Sarkhej have been so nicely described by Burgess 
tW no further description from us is needed. As regards inscriptions at 
Sarkhej we firnl no important inscriptions such as we find in the city of 
Ahmadabad. There is, however, one exception, a quatrain inscribed over 
the entrance of the mausoleum of the saint : — 

jijji y?- 

1. Op. at., p. 41 , 

2. HD., pp. 7, 25, 27 ; MS., pp. 48, 132; MA., p. 9; Burgess, Ahmadabad Archi- 
tecture, pp. 26-29 : MS. BY., ( pp. 169 and 236 ) mentions Khudawand Khan as the 
father-in-law of Sultan Muhammad II in the index of his book, although in the text 
he calls him the son-in-law correctly (p. 236) ; see also Commissariat, pp. 216-17, 
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" When the ocean of Ahmad’s palm scatters pearls, 

Hope's hem becomes the treasure of Parwlz ; 

No wonder, if in order to bend before his shrine, 

The whole surface of the earth becomes Sarkhez (i.e. raises its head.)"^ 

Shaikh Ahmad was born at Khattu, in the jurisdiction of Nagaur, in 737 
A.I1./1336 A.D., in a noble family of that city. His name was Nasiru’d-DIn. 
He was a disciple of Baba Isl\aq MaghribT. Shaikh Ishaq lies buried at 
Khattu, in the Ta'luqa of Jodhpur State near Nagaur. For this reason the 
Shaikh was known as Shaikh Khattu. He travelled through all Islamic 
countries, and on his return he came to Gujarat and settled at Sarkhej. where 
he died in 849 A.H./1445 a.d. at the age of one hundred and eleven years. His 
mausoleum is said to have been begun by Muhammad Shah II, the son of 
Ahmad I, and to have been completed by his son and successor, Qutbu'd-DTn. 

XII (b) 

At Sarkhej there are also the tombs of Mahmud Begada and his son 
MuzalTar II; but neither of them bear any remarkable inscription. Sultan 
Muzaflar’s wife Riini Raj Ba) is also lying buried near her husband, and 
her tomb bears an inscription giving the date of her death. 

aU ) J ill ) 

1 j j 

‘a’, ^b\ Date of the decease of Rani Kaj Bai, usually known as Bal 
Sultani year 999 a. H. (1590 A. D.). 

XIII 

Mosque of Nizam b. Hilal 

The inscription on the mosque inside the Delhi gate, locally known as 
Patharwall or the mosque of Qutbu’d-Din, gives us the important 

infromation that it was built during the reign of Abu Mahamid Muiiammad 
Shah, by Nizam bin Ililal Sultani, entitled Mukhtassu’i-Mulk, Qur Beg 
Maimanah, on the 6th of Ramazan 853 A.H./23rd Oct. 1449 A. 

1. liiirgess, Architecture of Ahmadabad, Vol. I, pp. 4G-50, PI. 9; Ain-i-Akbari^ 
Vol. Ill, p. 371; Hajjiu*L!-Dabir p. 1 has mentioned that he had copied this from the 
commentary on Shaikh Ahmad’s own '’Treatise in the Arabic Language” by one of 
his disciples Abu Hamid Isina'iJ bin Ibrahim. Here he throws suOicient light on the life 
and teaching of Shaikh Ahmad and be liasrClearly mentioned that Shaikh Ahmad Khattu 
was born at Khattu, in the district of Nagaur. One ms. copy of the work is preserved in 
the library of Muhammad Shah. Ahmadabad. The writer had the opportunity of 
examining this ms. And for further details of graves at Sarkhej see HD. pp. 382-583* 

2. BA., Ft. I, p. 44, Pis. 52*54. 
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/iiaal) i.U> P dU) dU ^<4> diU dU) 

^lo 5U»I ) ^ llaLw (>^ ) i>/fc Clij UiC 

» li cVikSV'* ) I li tV*a^ ) ) » li O'-* ) J.1 ) ^1 ) j Uj Ji! ) Uc f* 

|.Uai ^e)^Ui ) ) 41-U ^ ) ^iuft J ) ^ llal.«»l ) s {i. ^tili* ^ ) 

^iUaU J«* 

jaDil liiU ^ dU ) O ^ l*d3 ) <•— Civ J 

j ^ vi/^ V— ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ 

^i!x3 lo»3 Ci^ ^ ^ silJ lO ^AM d3 ^^3 v;v— 

‘c’, *h\ ‘ j’, ‘n’. The building of this mosque was constructed in the reign 
of the Sultan of SuUans, Ghiathu’d-Dunya wa’d-Din, Abu’l-Mahamid 
Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Sliah, son of Mujiammad Shah, son of 
Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, by the slave yearning for the help of Allah, 
Nizam, son of Hilal Sultaiii, entitled Mukhtassu’l-Mulk, Qur Beg Maimana, 
desirous for the approbation of Allah and demanding his abundant reward. 
Its date was of the era of Hijra of the Prophet, the sixth of the blessed 
month of Ramazan (may its blessings magnify), year eight hundred and 
fifty three (23rd October 1449 A. D.) 

Hajjiu d-Dabir has mentioned one Nizamu‘d-Din, Mukhtassu’l Mulk, 
in Kaira district, who was in the army of Qutbu d-Din Ahmad Shah in 855 
A. H./1451 A. D. against the Khaljis of Mandu. This battle between Gujarat 
and Mandu was fought at Kaparbanj or Kapadvanj. Nizam Mukhtassu*!- 
Mulk was the commander of the maisara (left wing), and when the fight 
attained a critical position, he shifted to the maimana ( right wing ), facing 
al-Khaljl Muzaffar Khan, the Amir of Chanderi, a well-known town of 
Malva. It was this commander*s skill in the fight that won the victory 
for Sultan Qutbu*d-Din Ahmad^. 

From this inscription we gather that his real name was Nizam bin 
Hilal. He had the title of Mukhtassu*-1-Mulk, and his official designation 
was Qur Beg Afaimana^, '*the commander of the right wing”, on account 
of his brilliant achievement in the battle of Kaparbanj. 

1. HD., pp. Q-ll ; MS. BY., ( p. 144), mentions him as Nizam Mukhtassa'l 
Mulk. 

2. Qur Beg Maimana was an important military rank recognised at that period 

all over western India. In the Deccan we find it mentioned in the Burhnn^i^Madthir, 
p. 16, where the word is given as But in IsamVs Shah NUma-i^ Hind 

p. 526, verses 10320-33, it is exactly as in the inscription He says that during 
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The central mehrab of this mosque bears some traces of pietra dura 
decoration only in black and red. Sir John Marshall regards this mosque 
as *‘dull and soulless’*.^ No doubt, from outside it looks very much like a 
strongly fortified rampart. There is no reason to consider this to be the 
mosque of Sultan Qutbu’d-Din, because he came to the throne on the 11th 
Muharram 855 A.H. / 13th Feb. 1451 a.d.^ Many writers have given this 
wrong information, but the building itself bears no other inscription of a 
later date. 


XIV-XV 

Malik Sha'ban’s Monuments 

Malik Sha‘ban’s mosque near the Bhadra is locally known as Sunher 
Masjid, It has one inscription inside its central mehrab. The name 
and titles of Malik Sh‘aban are (juite clear from the inscription.^ 

J ) aU ) i>j Ui aU ) ^ I ^ ^ (sti* ^ » {j lii* aU ) J U I 

I ^ ^ ^^^3 aU I ^^ 3 ^ ^ ^^^ 1**^ 

^3 I d l-i. ,^3 ) I li ) joiaJ } ^3 J ^3 J ^ hi oJ ) ILJ I 

aU ) ) jUxiiJ I ^ ) i ^3 ) « ) j li ) 

^ J f 

^ . v«^Lo*l I 0 1^*3 J ) Ual-gw. ^ ^ UjiXm ) r 
^ ^ ^ ^ 3 ^ All ) o U^J ^ Ixx } ) 

— ' ^i3 1^ 1^*3 ^ ^ lJ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

'n. The building of this mosque was constructed in the 
reign of Sultan of Sultans, Qutbu’d- Dunya wa*d-Din Abu*l-Muzaffar 
Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of 
Muhammad Shah son of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, by the slave, the beggar 

the reign of Alau’d-lJin Hasan BahamanT, Husain, entitled Garshiisap was appointed 
Qur Beg Maisara, while Mir Saqii Shamsu’d-DIn was appointed Qur Beg 
Maimana. 

cVaw J 

t=-^3 « y s,^3GjO 

ei^5b fJx^ j] ^0 11c v;>ib j) ^jXi 

These commands also were introduced into their armies by the Gujarat kings. 

1. Cf iin.br idije History of India ^ Vol. Ill, p. 612. 

2. HD., p. 3. 

3. BA., Pt. 1, p. 54-57, i4s. 66-Gb. 
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for the help of Allah, Sha’ban, son of Tuhfa Sultani, entitled Tmadn’l- 
Mulk, ‘Ariz-i-Mamalik, desirous of the approbation of Allah, and demanding? 
his abundant reward. It was completed on the 2nd day of Jumada I, in 
the year eight hundred and fifty eight (21 June 1452 A. D.). 

The date given in the inscription places the construction of this mosque 
in the reign of Sultan Qutbu‘d-Dm Ahmad II. The mosque of*Malik Sha'ban 
has been well described by Burgess. A detailed study will reveal that this 
mosque is planned more or less after the mandapa of a Hindu temple fitted 
into a mosque. This shows that the Muslim masons of the period were experts 
in the accurate orientation of their buildings towards the qibla (which is not 
a necessary condition for a Hindu temple), and they also understood bow to 
utilise the buildings of their Hindu predecessors already existing on the spot. 

XV (a) 

Two contemporary farmdns regarding an endowment to Malik Sha*’ 
ban and his descendants, made by Shah Qutbu^d-Din Ahmad, are found in 
two inscriptions ( XV a, b ) engraved on marble slabs in beautiful J^askht 
character and fixed on both sides outside the entrance of the mausoleum of 
Malik Sha'bfin in a suburb called Rakhyal^ i — 

i 1^ I I L*.* J 4>1 Ijj Iw ^ ^ 1 

• laai ) i If j i) ^ I li> ^ 

^ ^ Isd J ) ^ ^ ^ J I ^ 

fjtaxi U- Ic v^U ) 

j ^ (a («M i) b ^ r* 

J Uc ) 

tx. f ^)jti ^ »> ij j ) 

liL* ^ fJA (mi j (ii J t j j V* ^ ^ 3 J J 3 I* 

) ^oi) I/. J j) J J tX V J ) |_A/. iX* J J jt 

lyuUi’ J 

^ * 3 ^ 3 ^ ^ Vi/* 1 ^ 3 - 3 *^ 3^ ^ 3 ^ 33 ^ v—^b* (X ^ 3 '^^ 3 ^ vj 

J J *> li tJivJw J ^;4i*5 J vjU«.3>| 1 

J oiiW jiX /jy «>« b. jjt) Poj 


1. EIM.. 1921-22. pp. 2-3. 
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He who is confident of the help of the Merciful, Qutbu‘d-Dunya wa’d- 
Dm, Abii’l-Muzaffar, Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad 
Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the King. Upon a 
petition being made to our world-refuge royalty and august kingly court 
by our faithful servant and special well-wisher, Malik Sha'ban, endowed 
by high royalty and elevated refuge with the title of Maliku’sh-Sharq, 
Imadu’l-Mulk and ‘Ariz-i-Mamalik* (may his grandeur endure for ever ), 
son of Tuhfa-i-Sultani, entitled Taju’l-Mulk,^ we, in compliance with the 
request of the said Maliku’sh-Sharq, through the plentitude of our royal 
bounty and abundance of imperial favours, endow upon him, his children 
and descendents to the remotest generation, six ploughs {juftwar) of land 
out of the jMauza-uRakhyal^ a dependency in the circuit of the great city 
of Ahmadabad, in which the said Malik has caused wells to be dug, trees to 
be planted, channels to be made, and places of recreation for the gentry to 
be built. The aforesaid being included in the endowment, it is incumbent 
upon the officers in charge of the circuit of Ahmadabad that they leave the 
progeny and posterity of the said Malik in undisturbed enjoyment of the 
said land, together with the garden, the wells, and the trees, and that they 
trouble them not therein on any ground or pretence whatsoever, nor make 
any change or variation in the grant, so that they fall not under the condem- 
nation of the verse : ‘‘And he who changes after he has heard it, the wrong 
of this shall be on those who change it” (Qur., ii. 177). This has been made 
on the second of Jumada, I in the year 856 A.ii. (21st May, 1452 a.d.) 

X V <b) 

) h 1^3 ) ^ 1 ) ^yA3 li3 I I 

^ ^ Vl/* ^ ^ 1 ® 

O J ) t ) j 

^ B j* J ^ ^ ^ ^ J 

Vi^Ul ) ^ tu bU J » yOsi ) livj ) 

^3 ) U.^lo )^r ^ ^3 l<5i O b )y» Jy9 J j ) ^ I* 

jb c/^J 

^ 6 b* ^ J I 43 I ^ J 3 ^ 

) J Jkl )^i L« ) J ) »3 ) j i> S j ) IaaI j j} 

^ b b Vi/^J ^ j^St ^3^ wJ ^ ^ bi* ^ 

yij)y( J ^ 

1. It is found only in XV b. 
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[jl ^) ) U li ;.3^U ^ ^ ^yxc^ iyMii \Ji ^ j jH^ ^ < 

Li lo^ ^ j f^'y^ Jj ® J J ^ 

At present this spot« which was occupied by the gardens of Malik 
Sha'ban, is bereft of all its past grandeur. 

Both these farmans are almost identical with the exception of a few 
words, therefore, the translation of the second is not given. The 
inscription on the mosque, however, though of the same date, does not 
give Malik Sha‘ban’s title, Maliku‘sh-Sharq, found in both inscriptions 
but refers only to the office he held, namely, that of “ the Master of 
the Muster 

He was the prime minister of Sultan Qatbu‘d-Din Ahmad and after 
the latier’s death in 86 j2 a.h. he also continued to be the minister of 
Mahmud Begada- He was imprisoned owing to a false charge brought 
against him by Hasan Khan, son of Muhammad Shah, son of MuzafTar, that 
he wanted to instal his own son, Shihabu‘d-Din as Sultan. This charge 
was later on proved to be baseless and he was restored to power. He 
was a very popular minister, especially among the poor, because of his 
sympathies towards them. In 865 a.h/1460 a.d. he resigned his minister- 
ship and went into retirement, but shortly after that he died in 866 
A.H./ 1461 A.D. ^ 


XVI 

Makhduma-i-Jahan's Monuments 

Makhduma-i-Jahan, the mother of Sultan Qutbu d-DIn Ahmad II, built 
her mosque in the l^jpur suburb, in the month of Rabi II, 858 a.h. /April 
1452 A.D. It is generally alleged that the mosque was built by one Budhah 
bin Sayyid Yaqut in memory of his wife.^ I do not know how that story 
arose, because an inscriptiou still exists inside the central mehrab clearly 
stating that the mosque was constructed by Makhdurna-i-Jaban. 

XVI (a) 

^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4>i lU aU j ^ ^ ) J 1^ f 


1. Commissariat has given almost all the activities of Malik Sha'ban, pp. 150-154. 
See also MS. F.. p. 87; Firishta (Briggs), Vol. IV, pp. 14, 43-49 ; HD,, pp. 13-17; 
EIM., 1921-22, pp. 2-5. 

2. Commissariat, p. 159; BG., pp. 71-75 ; BA., Pt. I, pp. 71-74, Pis. 86-92. 
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jjac Jl ) ^ UaLiMi) ^ (* O J ) ) (>ift li^ ) r • 

»li* o^) jsJaJjjy) Wa') Uyja^ 

vjl ^ ^ ^ ^ ) • li ^ J s li^ Ou>a. I ,^J ) « 1 - 3 * r 

J Vi/i****^ ^ vj ^ ® J fi? J ii/* I Vi/* J 

. . ^Ui US 

*d\ *h„ *l\ *n\ The building of this sublime congregational mosque 
was constructed by Makhduma-i-Jahan, the mother of the Sultan, the great, 
Qutbu'd-Dunya wa'd-Din, Abiiri-Muzaffar Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad 
Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muliammad Shah, son of Muzaffar 
Shah the Sultan. And the date of the construction of this mosque was 
the month of Kabi II, in the year of Hijra eight hundred and fifty eight 
(April 1452 a. d.) 

The magnificent mausoleum of Makhduma-i-Jahan, to the east of the 
mosque, was most probably built by herself in her own lifetime, after the 
practice of Muslim rulers. She herself was living at the time of the death 
of her son Sultan Qutbu^d-Din in 862 A.H./1457 A. D. This same 
niausoleum contains a grave in the eastern corner under the dome. This 
is a marble sarcophagus bearing the holy texts and the date, the month of 
Zi‘Qa*dah 861 A.n./Sept. 1457 A.D. (xvi b, c, d) The central tomb is that 
of Makhduma-i-Jahan which is without any inscription. This monument 
is domed and walled round with a door in the front. 

XVI (b) 

^ U«M ]l ) a 11 ) J yj; ) 

Allah (Himself) is witness that there is no God save He. And the 
Angels and men of learning (too are witnesses). Maintaining His creation 
and justice there is no God save He the Almighty, the Wise. 

Lo, religion with Allah (is) the Surrender — al-Islam. (Qur., iii, 17-18). 

XVI (c) 

- ^ 5 ) 

r. 


XVI (d) 

vjf ^ U fjj 
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Say : O Allah I Owner of Sovereignty ! Thou givest sovereignty unto 
whom Thou wiliest, and Thou withdrawest sovereignty from whom Thou 
wiliest. Thou exaltest whom Thou wiliest and Thou abasest whom Thou 
wiliest. In Thy hand is the good. Lo! Thou art able to do all things (Qur., 
iii. 26). During the month of Zi qa'dah, year 861 A. H. (Sept. 1457 A.D.). 

XVII 

Mosque of Sarang Sultan! 

In Wallullah’s mosque, noted above under No. II, in Kalupur quarter, 
the lower inscription on the central mehrab says that a mosque was built 
on 5th Jumad I, year 865 A.H./I7th Feb. 1461 A. D. by Sarang-i-Sultani 
Jamdar-i-Khas. In Ahmadabad there is a quarter named Sarangpur 
about which the author of the lAirat-i-Sikandari says that Malik Sarang had 
founded a suburb of that name on the eastern side of Ahmadabad. Malik 
Sarang was one of the special nobles of Sultan Mahmud Begada. He was 
originally the son of a Rajput, and his name was Sarang. His brother*s 
name was Mula. Both of them were captured by the Sultan, who convert- 
ed them to Islam. In course of time both the brothers acquired the con- 
fidence of the Sultan. It is said that Malik Sarang was very bold in the 
expression of his opinions and that the Sultan permitted this. He had also 
founded a mosque.^ 

) J U j I dll ) ^ )^c jj Ui dJl I ^ I ^ dH I J I 

Cidj P dU ) dil ) ^ ) ddlc 

^ Ui o,J li U J J ^ Ibl-wJ ) ) I Uc I* 

^ } » Uu ^ I ^ ) i JiaXV-* ^3 J 6 I 

^ ) A (am 

(a, j ) Ok'* ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ 

^ o v.^'* ^ ^ ^ dll ) o U-u J 

/i> Li U J J 

"c\ "g\ ‘n’. The building of this congregational mosque was con- 

struced during the reign of Sultan of Sultans Nasiru*d- Dunya wa d-Din 
Abu’l-Fath Mahmud Shah son of Muhammad Shah son of Ahmad Shah son 
Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, by the slave of his court, who takes 
refuge in the mercy of Allah, Sarang-i-Sultani Jamdar-i-Khas, desirous 
of the approbation of Allah, and demanding his abundant reward. On 
the 5th of the Jumada I, in the year 865 A. H. ( 17th Feb. 1461 A. D. ) 

1. HD., p. 17. MS., p. 74. 
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The inscription is dated 865 A.H. and 1461 A.D. and bears the designa- 
tion he then held, Jamdar-i-Khas, which is equivalent to the Master of 
the Wardrobe.^ Theie is another inscription, No. xxii, discussed further on, 
which also reveals to us his great personality and the important part he 
played in the history of Gujarat. 


XVIII 

Bibi Zaman’s Mosque 

It has been noted above, when describing the masjid of Nai Mohlat 
( IX ), that its walls bear a good many inscriptions which actually do 
not belong to it. In the first place the mosque itself is not very 
old; moreover one inscription on the wall shows that a mosque was 
built by a lady named Zaman (?), during the reign of Mahmud Begacki on 
5th Rabi I in 866 A.H./9th Dec. 1461 A.D. : — 

) J aII 1 )^c ou II 3 tfll ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 

W ) ^5 tiji 4 I dJJ ) lb 

^ ) • Li ^1 a li ^ ) « Li ) ^3 ) a li J^sv« ^ J ^ 

^ W ) fc>3 ) ^ JIA3 UL^ dU I oJA 

va»«** /-I*** ^ I J • (? a lb ^ 

rl ^ ^ <dJ ) jiic loii l^ J ^ 

*j\ *h\ 'n\ During the reign of the great, Sultan, Nasiru’d-Dunya 
wa’d-DTn Abu’l-Fath Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of 
Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the 
Sultan (may Allah perpetuate his kingdom and Khilafat and may he remain 
ever over the universe), this mosque was built by the lady named 
Zaman(?) on the fifth of the month of Rabi I, in the year eight hundred 
and sixty six (9th Dec. 1461 A. D.). May Allah forgive him (the king), his 
parents and the universe. 


1 . The Tabagai^i- A /cdart (Versista text), p. 2A2 explains the designation as 
••special bodyguard* *. 

2. In the beginning the insoriber has wrongly put ** the prophet said** instead 
of •* Allah said There are also some grammatical mistakes in the text. 
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XIX 

Mosque of Dasturu'l-Mulk 

Another masjid inside the Astodya gate just at the bend leading to the 
Sabarmati, known as the mosque of Dastur Khan.^ It bears the 
following inscription *. — 

^ 1 J aIJ ) ^ cXJ II 3 4 IJ 1 ^ I ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ vJ ^ 1 

^ j liJLi ^1 dll ) dlJ I ^ J dU ) I J Ij 

^ UqLu ^5 ^ J ) ) liA Oj ^ 

) 6 Li ) S ) J ^ 1 Vi/^^ 11^1 ) I* 

^1.1) I V>^*1 ! ^ A jhSil/* ^)l 6 li «>aa) 

i 0 I J liw ^ U-A-ft-l ) V— ^1 ^-o-l ) 

I j43 i>3 V^UI ) J.J ) l»Ul ) ^ D I » ^ I r 

y\^ yj^ J ^ ^ ^ I 

- I rk ^ \:J 

‘c*, *h\ 'j\ ‘n*. The building of this congregational mosque was cons- 
tructed during the reign of the Sultan of Sultans, Nasiru*d-Dunya wa’d-DTn 
Abiri-Fath Mal.iniud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, 
son of Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, by the slave, 
taking refu,i^e in the mercy of Allah, the Lord of the Kingdom, Malik 
Khasa Zada, entitled by his most exalted majesty, and the sublime support, 
Dasturu*l“Mulk (may Allah keep his grandeur eternal), desirous of the 
approbation of Allah and seeking his abundant reward. It was completed 
on the 10th of the month of Sha’ban, the year eight hundred and sixty 
seven of the Prophet’s era (peace be upon him). (30th April 1463 A. D.) 

This mosque is quite spacious and has corridors running along south 
and north sides, where the students can sit down to learn religious texts. 
The plinth of the mosque is much higher than that of any other mosque 
of Ahmadabad. 

XX 

Qutb-i-Alam or Malik fsan's Masjid 

At Vatwa the masjid of Qutb-i-Alam has one inscription which shows 
that it was built by the efforts of Isan Sultani, Khwaja-i-Sarae ( the chief 
eunuch ) entitled Khawassu‘l-Mulk on 15th Safar, 874 A.H./25tb August, 
1469 A.D. during the reign of Sultan Mahmud Beghda.^ 

1. BG., p. 290; BA., Pt. I, pp. 76-7, Pis. 94-96; Indian Antiquary^ IV, p. 291. No. 4, 

2. BA., Pt. I, pp. 60-63. Pis. 73-76 ; BG.. p. 306. 
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XX (a) 

^ *1) ^L-J) ^ ^U*S j dJJ) JIS I 

I ^5 hw dll ) dll } ^ ^ v.5^ ^ J ^ 

Ia 3 jJ ) 0 ^ U jl ) ^ IIoLm.! ) ^y^c ^9 ^ UdJ ) j^aoi^l J B Oj Uc f 

i liM iy»2cv/« < Iav %y^A ) A li %yt,js\^ s li I ^ 

^5U-.J ^ UaLJ ) A jQ}^ 

lax») J f'aL^ )j*u IIoIaa# y2j*^t 1 ^ ) I KJ^ ^ »>^1 ) f** 

ji-o ^ ^^/•Uvl) i^lc L^J) J^)^ab> ^Ic J) ijAbs?i] ^ 

^-!u IaJ Uk> ^ ^ ) 

*c\ 7i’, \i\ ‘n’. This congregational mosque, was constructed during the 
reign of the Sultan of the period, Nasiru’d- Dunya waM-Dm, Ab’iil-Fath Mah- 
mud Shah, soil, of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad 
Shah, 5ion of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, by the efforts of the slave, taking 
refuge in the mercy of Allah, Isan Sultani, Khwaja-i*Sarae, entitled by his 
most exalted majesty, Khawassu'l-Mulk (may his glory be lofty), on the 15th 
of Safar, in the year eight hundred seventy four (25th August, 1469 A. D.), 
This isan Sultani was called Malik Isan and he held also the title of 
Nizamu‘l-Mulk in 866 A.H.^ / 1461 A.D. According to the Alirat4-Sikan^ 
dart he was entitled Imada*l-Mulk.^ Mahk isan had founded the Isanpur 
quarter between Vatwa and Rasulabad. It has been recorded that no 
suburb was as beautiful as this; but at present all its past grandeur has de- 
parted. It was full of trees laden with fruits of many varieties.^ It was 
also famed for its flowers, especially the mogra. The saint Shah Alam used 
to call this suburb karimuH-tarfain i. e. ^^gracious on both sides", because 
to the north of it lies Rasulabad and to the south Vatwa. The tomb 
of Malik isan is situated outside the suburb fortifications.^ 

Another inscription on a pillar of Qutb i-AIam’s mausoleum is in 
perfect nasta^liq style.^ 

XX (b) 

yS) dUj 

c-Tui) lUk r®3_; j) 

i— TuiJ .mf 

**0*^ 

* I -rq JJU. ^ Jtt^ 

J, HD., p. 17, 2. MS., p. 133. 3. Ibid. p. 133. 4. BG., p. 307, 
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Qutb Alam, who is sovereign of the spherest 

Through this mausoleum has augmented the glory of the spheres 

Ere this the vault of the sky had no crown : 

His dome has become the crown of tlie spheres. 

Composed by the domestic of this sanctuary, Jalal son of Muhammad 
son of Jalal Shahl, year l629 (1619 A. D.) 

The date shows that this was composed during the reign of 
Jahangir. The same inscription on a larger scale is found upon a slab of 
ordinary stone but the style of writing there is Also at its best. 

When Jahangir was in Gujarat during the thirteenth year of his reign 
he paid a visit to the Qutb Alam and met Sayyid Muhammad, the grand- 
son of Shah Alam, i. e. the father of Sayyid Jal.al mentioned in the 
above inscription. Jahangir persistently asked him to demand anything he 
wanted, but he refused. Jaiiangir once again pressed him swearing by the 
Qur’an that he would grant him anything he wanted ; thereupon Sayyid re- 
quested that the Emperor would be good enough to grant him a co{iy of the 
Qur’an on which he had sworn. The emperor thereupon gave him a ms. of 
the Holy Qur’an which had been copied by the famous caligrapher Yaqot 
Must’asami. This had formed one of the unique gems of Jahangir’s royal 
library. The Emperor also took a promise from the Sayyid that he would 
translate the Holy Qur’an into Hindustani in the Rekhta script and 
ordered him to submit the translation through his son Sayyid Jalal^ 
who is mentioned in the inscription. 

This Sayyid Jalal son of Sayyid Muhammad, appeared twice at 
Jahangir’s court, but the Emperor did not question him about the pro- 
mised translation. He had held positions at the court of Shahjahan also.^ 
He died at Lahore on 20th Rabi 11, 1059 A. h./ 3rd May 1649 a. d. where 
he was temporarily buried ; his body was later on brought to Ahmadabad 
and buried in the second dome at the sanctuary of Shah *Alam. 

XXI 

Mosque of Baha Nekbakht 

In the Hajipur quarter outside the city wall there is a '(rery fine 
masjid which is locally called the masjid of Achut KnkT.^ It is not 
known exactly why it is so called. Its central mehrab contains a very 
fine inscription, which is, however, badly cracked * 

J is j ) 1 <11 1 ^ )^e iXj US *U jba. LiwJ I y; I ^ W j 1>J J jJ Is I 

1. Shairaat H. M., “Urdu in Jahangir’s Period”, Oriented College Magaxifte, 
Lahore, August, 1931, p. 16. 

2. MA., p. 28. 3. BA., Pt. I, pp. 64-6, Pis. 76-81; 13G., p. 294. 
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Oj IftC J fJ aU ) (* ^ 

a li i><ya:v/« ) ft ti (3 )^3 ) ^3 t>! ) ^ Li ,^lo lt»^ I ^ Ual*A# 

J ) d.Cj^ i>Lk ^ Ual^) J ft t-i ^ftti^ ^^3 ) ft 1-5, k>«.3rv-e ^ ) ft li | ) 

llslub* VI>^^3 L ^3 L ) I ) dlJ I 

i, L^.** J tc J u3 L^C ^ jmS ) t. -^ 1 .a3 )) ) CIj \z/^ licv^^ ) 1^ 

^3 li ^ b' ^ ^) ) ^3 txlta ^ dU | Cl> l-i ^ J > ^.33 J dU ) O^. 

— ^33 Ui Uj ^ 3 CO ^ 3 s-5^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J Lil ) 

‘c\ 7i\ ‘n’. The buildinpr of the congregational mosque was con- 

structed daring the reign of Sultan of Sultans Nasiru’d-Dunya. wa’d-Din, 
Abii’l-Fath Mahrniid Sliah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, 
son of Muhammad Shah, son of MuzafFar Shah ( may Allah perpetuate 
his kingdom), by the slave, taking refuge in the mercy of Allah, the Lord 
of the Kingdom, Baha Nekbakht SultaiiT, entitled by his most exalted 
majesty, the Maliku’sh-Sharq, I‘niadu’l-Mulk, ‘Arizu’l-Mamalik (may 
Allah keep his grandeur eternal) desirous of the approbation of Allah 
and demanding his abundant reward. It was completed on the 5th day of 
Jurnada I, the year eight hundred and seventy four (5th Nov. 1469 A. D.) 

Historians have identified Baha Nekbakht Sultani with Haji Malik 
Bahau*d-Din, who also had the titles of Imadu*l-Mulk and lkhtiaru‘1- 
Mulk, and was a vazir of Mahmiid Begada in 871 A. ll./ 1466 A. D. 
But many have missed the point of the inscription.^ In reality Baha 
Nekbakht, rmadu’l-Mulk, was the father of Ikhtiaru’l-Mulk, one of those 
nobles who were with Sultan MuzafFar II, on the occasion of his attack on 
Idar in 919 A. H./1513 A. D.^ This masjid^s decorative motifs present an 
extraordinary amalgamation of both Hindu and Saracenic styles. It is just 
possible that a lady of the royal harem, who lies buried in the courtyard 
near by might have been locally known by the name of Achut Kuki, but 
that name is not discoverable in any of the known histories. 

XXII 

^ Mosque of Qiwamu'l-Mulk 

We have already mentioned Malik Sarang above when discussing 
inscription No. xvii. We have another inscription about him, which at 
present is found fixed in the central mehrdb of another mosque near the 
Delhi gate, while the original building no longer exists. 

1. Commissariat, op, ciL, p. 219 Burgess, pt. I. p. 64. 

2. MD., p. 100; MS., p. 87, which also records that the mosque was built by 
Malik Bahau’d-Din, brother of Malik Sarang, entitled Ikhtiaru'l-Mulk, (p. 11). 
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) J ^ I I J ^ 03' Ui A)J l-yyj ) Vi/ ) ^ J ) J I 

IjIj> ^ dli ) ^JO sii ) o^sawo ^i> ^ U-*^J ) 

Ui j) U ^ Uj! ) ^ Ual*!*,.! J 0 *^c ^5 ^ lask! ) ) a Cl>^ Uc ) ^5 f* 

i lui 6 li a ^ a l-i J ^!i») ) J ^ 

J U.^ ) aU ) ^1 ) Ij-J ) J aI) j Jklik ^ UaJl-^^ ) a (.^ • 

^lo lsv«|) ) ^ ^ i ^ » — ^JaI I 

I.U ) Clj ^ lii> ) a^lc ^ ) O ) ^ )y^ ) ^.^1^.3 ^Ic 5) ) a^jwia:;! ) f* 

f^/h^ Ui ^3 J a 3 ^ LmJ I ^3 ^ U) ) ^3 ^3 )^3 ^3 1>1L ^ 

— ^!i3 lo.3 1^3 ^ 

‘c\ ‘h\ ‘fe*, ‘n*. This conffre{?ational mosque was built durin^r the 
reign of the Sultan of the age, Nasiru’cl-Dunya wa’d“Din, Abu'l f'atli, 
Mahmud Shah, son of Mahumrnad Shah, son of Ahmad Shall, son of 
Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan (may Allah petpetiiate 
his kingdom) by the slave taking refuge in the mercy of Allah, the Uord 
of the kingdom, Sarang Siiltaiii, entitled by his most exalted 
majesty, Maliku’sli-Sharq, Qiwamu’l-Mulk (may his glory be lofty), 
desirous of the approbation of Allah and demanding his abundant re- 
ward, on the sixth day of Zi-Qa‘dah, in the year eight hundred and 
eighty (2nd March 1476 A. D.) 

HajjiuM-Dabir has clearly mentioned that Malik Sarang was made 
Mukhlisu‘1 Mulk in 866, and later, in 875 A. ilVl471 A. D., was honoured 
with the additional title of Qiwamu’l-Mulk and Godrah was a part of his 
jagir^. He was also sent at Dabhui by land with a powerful army against 
Bahadur Gilani in 896 A. H,/1490 A. i:>* Bahadur Gilani was routed and put 
to death. He also achieved several other successes. He also accom- 
panied Sultan Muzaffar 11 to Idar in 919 A. H./1513 A. D. where he 
attacked Ral Bhim. 

On one occasion Sarang Sultam was left in charge of Ahmadabad, 
while the Sultan himself had gone to Muliammadabad. He had already 
proved his bravery in Mandu, Ahmadnagar and other places. Sultan 
Muzaffar, who succeeded Mahmud Begada, however, entertained a low 
opinion of him, because he thought that Sarang Sultani was lacking in the 
sincere devotion which a servant should feel for bis master. Still, because 
he had been a companion of his father, Sultan Mahmud, who had placed 
entire confidence in him, he could not be entirely removed. Sultan Muzaffar 
continued him in the office of abdar (water-bearer or wardrobe-keeper). 
Out of his exceeding goodness of heart Sultan Muzaffar did not remove him 
from this important post even though he was ever suspicious of him. 


1. HD., pp. 17, 22, 100. 
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At last« Qiwamu4-Mulk Sarang himself requested the king that as 
had become old, he was unable to perform his duties as abdar^ He 
requested that bis nephew be appointed to this post. The Sultan 
agreed to this proposal because the latter had already served under him 
when he was a prince. Historians have said that Sultan Muzaffar II was 
very amiable and gentle and that those who could only be kept down 
with severe measures did not respect his authority. The roads had become 
dangerous upto the very gates of the city of Ahmadabad. The administra- 
tive power was entirely in the hands of Qiwamu'l-Mulk Sarang 
and Malik Gopi. a Hindu noble, addicted to pleasure only. They 
used to do whatever they pleased and they were the persons who had 
supported Sultan MuzafTar ( then Prince Khalil Khan ) in raising him to 
the throne against his own son Bahadur. When this Bahadur came to the 
thone in 932 A. H./1526 A. d. he arrived at Mangrol from where he went on 
to Diu. He entrusted Diu to the charge of Qiwamu*I-Mulk and having 
thus got rid of him honourably the Sultan returned to Ahmadabad. Sultan 
Bahadur proceeded to Cambay in 934 A.H./1527 A.D., after paying visits to 
various other places. Here, as he was walking one vl iy on the seashore, a 
ship came from Diu ; the people of the vessel reported that a Firangi 
(European) ship had arrived at Diu and that Qiwamu*l-Mulk had imprisoned 
all the Firangis and confiscated their property.^ 

From this brief notice we realise that Qiwamu’l-Mulk, Malik Sarang 
SultanT, holds a very prominent place in the history of Gujarat and according 
to the two inscriptions ( xvi and xxii ) we find that he had built two mos- 
ques in Ahmadabad. The latter inscription surely belongs to the mosque 
now situated in Sarangpur, which is even to this day called the mosque of 
Malik Sarang.^ This Sarangpur mosque of Malik Sarang is a supurb speci- 
men of Gujarat Muslim ai^ Iiitecture. Its original inscription is missing 
from the central niehrdb and this inscription (xxii) might have been wrongly 
placed in the mosque just inside the Delhi gate. This is quite possible, 
because, according to Mirat~i-Ahmadi this mosque of Malik Sarang 
suffered extensive damage in the struggle between Sadashiv Ramcbandra 
and Momin Khan. The subterranean chambers of the mosque contains 
the grave of SidI Bashir, who was the superintendent of this Malik 
Sarang*s mosque. 

XXII (b) 

An inscribed marble slab is found in the central mehrab of the Karor 
Pol masjid inside the Kalupar gate. The inscription is almost the same 
as No. Ill and bears the same holy verses h, a, i, f. It records some 

1. MS.F.. pp. 59, 108, 111, 122, 158-59. 

2. BA., Pt. 11, pp. 28-31, Pis. 8. 31-36. 

3. MA. (Baroda edition). Part II, pp. 482-83 
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one’s death which occurred on the 5th day of the month of Jumada I 
in 880 A. H. / 9th Sept. 1475 A. D. The name of the person 
cannot be deciphered. On one side of the mosque there are some 
graves also. ^ 


XXIII 

Mosque of Bibi Dauiat 

Another inscription near No. XXll, on the same wall, runs thus: — 

^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ 3 ^ oj Si aU ^ c/ ^ J j 1*0 aU 1 J Is I 

^i ^li- ISJ) p aUJ ^ All ^ ^ 

^ I aU l> 1^1 ) ^ ^ ^ IbL..! 1 , ^ i J ) i^ib ij Lc 

f ^ 1/^ ^ 

f ^ala- « li ^ ) i Li 1 » Li j.*»« 1 I lA 0^*sv* (* 

aa> Lj (*) j j ^ ^ lb.i.1 1 

\£>^i ® l^'****® ) I ij «XSl«l ) I* 

y ta.^.iAU Xiy O Ic ^ I ^ (A. 

'd\ ‘h\ *j\ *n\ This mosque was built during the reign of the great 
Sultan, depending upon Allah, the Beneficent, Nasiru’d-Dunya wa’d- 
Din, Abu’l-Fath, Mahmud Shah, son of Mahammad Shah, son 
of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhmmad Shah, son of MuzafFar Shah, the Sultan, 
in the month of Muliarrain of the year eight hundred and eighty 
three (April 1478 A. D.), by the virtuous and chaste lady named 
BibI Dauiat, daughter of Shaikh Malik, son of Fakhr, and the wife of 
Khan*i-A*zam ‘Adil KhanT. Turn unto Allah in sincere repentance 
(Qur., Ixvi 7.) 

About Shaikh Malik bin Fakbru*d-Dio we find that he was one of 
the Gujarat nobles in 778 A.H./1376 A.D. As to Khan-i-A‘zam ‘Adil 
KhanT we have no definite information. Either he might have been a 
relation of ‘AdU Khan FaruqT, king of Khandesb, or be might have been 
the same as Alam Khan, who is mentioned in HajjTu‘d-Dabir’ as 
a grandson of Mahmud Begac^ and for whom the latter tried to gain the 
throne of Khandesh on the death of ‘Adil Khan 11.^ 


1. The text as well as the translation of this inscription are otnitted, 

2. HD., p. 898. 

3. MS. F., pp. 76-77. 
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XXIV 

Rauza of Shah Alam 


The entrance of the mausoleum of Shah Alam contains a very fine and 
important inscription in Persian verse on a marble slab.^ Shah ‘Alam 
son of ‘Abdulla Qutb Alam or Sayyid Burhanu‘d-Dm, the founder of the 
Bukhari Sayyids of Gujarat, died on 20th Jumada II, 880 A.H. / 22nd 
Oct. 1475 A.D. It may be gathered from the chronogram in the last verse 
composed by the poet Yahya — “like unto the garden of Paradise” — that it 
was built in 888 A.H, / 1483 A.D. 






JU iU jy jl 

^Ull)j)0 

^ ^ L^- * J ^ "13 -5 
uhj y^y^ yj r^jt 

Crt 

^ J )y} j (j j ^ 

^ U ^ LJ ijj 03^ 

^IL jjae I ^ li Uaa.^-* («, 

vt^ ^ H/i ^ O '^iy* «>« V J ^ ^ 5 

c-SW j) Ob 


i>i I ^ J ) J b J ^ j 

Sj b^^ J 0 u-i^b J, 

3 J j* I ^ *^^ 0 ^ *J ^ 

O |4^A«W f O^ iX.^ 

J J ^ ) ^ y^f^ J 

gJa^Qf* ^ ^ ^ 

i« 

^ jj Ic ^ ^ ^ vJ «s^i^ r^v:; J 

0 4>*^y j*Uji) ji 


a 


Rasulabad is the abode of lovely ones like Paradise ; 

Say : “come and see therein the signs of the gardens of Paradise**. 
O ye, who are anxious to see the garden of Paradise, behold 
The bright mausoleum of Shah-i-‘Alam, the moon of the world. 
Since it is called ‘one of the gardens of Paradise*, 

It is pure and refreshing like the abode of peace. 

On all sides are heaps of various kinds of roses, 

Every moment fragrant breezes blow from its direction. 


1. BA., Pt, II, pp. 15-23, Pis. 7, 24-28. 

64 


MUSLIM MONUMENTS OF AHMADABAD 


143 


The surroundings become perfumed on account of its fragrance 
The holy breeze every time blows over this heap (of blossoms) 
of life, 

The grove of trees which has an extensive shadow therein. 

Whoever comes under it immediately cries out, ‘Blessed are we*. 

Whoever beholds its pure dome imagines 

That either it is made of pierced pearls or of lights. 

Its pure cistern Mustafa Sar, with its limpid water is by its side, 

It is proper that the people call it ‘one like Kauthar\ 

Its founder is ‘Abdul L»atTf, the son of Burhan, 

His title being Majlis-i-Sami, the great Khan, Taj Khan. 

The fame of his bounty has spread in the different parts of 
the world, 

He is the true disciple of this threshold, 

As long as the blessings of saints would last, 

May his pure person be prosperous by means of Divine kindness. 

If one were to ask you about the date of the completion of this 
edifice. 

O Yahya, say, it is “like unto garden of Paradise". (888 A.1I./1483 A.D.) 

The inscription clearly shows that the site where the mausoleum stands 
was called Rasulabad. It must have been a beautiful place, full of trees 
and flowering plants, with its tank for ablutions named Mustafa Sar?' 
The Mirat^i-Sikandari^ furnishes us with the information that it was 
Taj Khan Narimii who built the Rauza of Shah Alam. Narpali is 
an Indian title used for those in the royal service, its meaning is more 
or less the same as Majlis-i-Sami as given in the mscripiion.'^ This Taj 
Khan should not be confused with Taj Khan bin Salar who has been 
noted above"^. The peculiar architecture of Shah Alam's mausoleum 
makes a slight departure from the general trend of Gujarat architecture 
and tends towards a pure Saracenic style. The minars of the mosque 
and the dome of the mausoleum are very characteristic. 


1. Two inscriptions of Mujahid Khan of Nagaur from the Jaipur State at 
Naraina mention the construction of a tank which was also styled Mustafasar 
( EIM., 1923-24, pp. 15-16). 

2. MS., p. 134. 

3. Round the marble railing of the grave of Shah Alam there is one long Persian 
inscription in praise of the saint, but it does not contain any information of historical 
importance, vide BG., p. 305. 

4. See above under No. I, foot note 2 : see also HD., p. 122; MS., p. 134« 
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XXV 

Muhafiz Khan’s Masjid 

The masjid of Muhafiz Khan on the main road leading to the Delhi 
Gate, not very far from the sanctuary of- Pir Muhammad Shah, was built 
during the reiSn of Mahmud Begada. 

XXV (a) 

j 1 ) aU 1 ^ Hi ill LmJ 1 j l*i j ^ 1 J ^ 1 

fi ill) li> <U )0>:^'* lb ^ 

bi b )^^ ) j 1L*»J ) ^ m .«» l ) ^ ij l**l ) lia j* 

I L« j>«sw* ^ t Iw iX»A . ) I li ^ i Iw )^i ) ^ ol ) j 

lU ^ 

y,- ^livjj ,^yi)) ^ ^ ju^ ,^ihi-J) r 

i^o5 ^ j£^ Ualai l»/* ^J,llaLJ) 

‘c’, ‘/i’, ‘rt’, ‘m’. This building was built in the reign of Sultan of 
Sultans, the sun of the kings and nobles, Nasiru’d-Dunya wa’d-Di'n 
Ab’ul-Fath, Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, 
son of Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, for Jamalu’d- 
Din, son of Shaikh, son of Moinu'd-Din al-Quraishi, entitled Muhafiz Khan 
by this king, on the. fourteenth of Rajab (may its dignity increase), 
the year eight hundred and ninety (27th July 1485 A. D.) 

There are two other inscriptions. Both are of a small size, one 
mentioning the construction of a gate by one Qutb Khan, and the other 
of a tank in 1049 a.h./ 1639 a.d. Both these small inscriptions are fixed 
just on its main' entrance. 

XXV (b) 

b ui/JSS }j »j} ^ jii 

*>/• 

ye b 

J 1 J 1 J ^ 

As wonderfully good and renowned, Qutb Khan has become the 
builder of the gate of the mosque. O God t pardon all his sins and 
preserve him from all calamity from above. 
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XXV (c) 

yjSffjSujMit 

j f*^ji 

r* ^ I f PJ (ifc i‘* 

A I •(<<) fj ^ 

Chronogram of the auspiciously inaugurated Tanka (reservoir). 

When in the mosque of good-natured Muhafiz Khan 

The wonderful reservoir of sugary nature was complete ; 

I asked then for the chronogram of the year from the invisible, 

The celestial herald replied : Chashma-i-ah-i-Bihisht (the spring of 
Paradise.) (1049 A. H./1639 A D.) 

Haijjlu‘d-Dabir has given an account of the life of Muhah^ Khan 
and of his elevation to high dignities. In 875 a.h. / 1470 A.D. while 
Malimud was engaged in the conquest of Junagadh, he received the news 
that Jai Singh, son of Gangadas Raval, the ruler of Champaner had 
pillaged the outskirts of Ahmadabad and bad made the high roads unsafe. 
So Jamalud-DIn, son of Malik Shaikh, was deputed, with the title of 
Muhafiz Khan, to look after the city. He kept order in the city satisfac- 
torily. On the death of Khudawand Khan be was raised to the office of 
a minister. He also participated in the fight against Rana Patai son of 
Rana Udaisingh, the Lord of Champaner. Muhafiz Khan succeeded in 
taking him prisoner. Mahmud's two chief conquests of J unagadh and of 
Champaner ( on account of which according to some, be is called Mahmud 
‘ Begai^ ' — the conqueror of two fortresses ) were equally shared by 
Muhafiz Khan.^ 

The date on the mosque inscription makes it clear that it was built 
after the conquest of Champaner as an offering of thanks to God for having 
discharged his duty to his own satisfaction, although this is not exactly 
the purport of the words of the inscription. 

He was the grandfather of Husam Khan the historian, who had 
composed the important Tarikh-uBahadur Shahi or Tabaqat-i-Husdm 
Khani. This important source has been fully utilised by Hajjlu'd-Dabir 
and others but unfortunately it is no longer available.^ 

1. HD., pp. 14, 21-27. Thus Mahmud I ’s full name is : Nasiru’d-Dunyi wa'd* 
Din Abu'l-Fath SaUu’d-DIn Mahmud Begada. 

2. Ibid, pp. 5, 22. 
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The minarets of this masjid are at the extreme ends of the buiIdinGr» as 
we find in Rani Sabral's mosque. The carving in this mosque is of 
a unique type such as is not very common in Ahmadabad.^ 

XXVI 

Mosque of Misbah Sultani 

The mosque in the Gaekwad’s Haveli (or the Arsenal) near the river 
is known as Shah Fazil’s masjid. This mosque has recently been vacated 
and is no longer in the occupation of the Police Officer of Ahmadabad. 
It has a very high plinth, under which there is a sort of crypt con- 
taining a tomb after the tradition of Central Asian mosques. On its 
northern and southern ends there are balcony windows.^ 

I aU 1 1 Ui 4 A.I ^ ^ ^ ^ dlJ I J ^ I* 

* aU ) J ^ 

J JA ^ \lki ii ^\j6 dU 1 ^ r 

hi oJ ) b ^ 1 I 

«L£ dlA dLi yji) j f 

Ual«J ) ^ I ^ ^JX-i dU ) oJLk ^ Ual^ ) 6 jolor* ^ ) 

A 9 1* 

'a\ *e\ *h\ *j\ *n\ This mosque was built during the reign of 
the great Sultan, Nasiru’d-Dunya wa*d-Din, Abiri-Fath, Mahmud Shah, 
son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, 
son of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan (may Allah perpetuate his kingdom, 
and prolong his authority) by the humblest of his slaves, Misbah as-Sul- 
tani, in the month of Zu’l-Hijjah, year eight hundred and ninety two 
(November 1487 a. d.) 

xxvn 

Sarae of Dastur Khan 

We have already cited above one inscription (xxii) of Dasturu'l-Mulk 
whose real name was Malik Khasa Zada. There is another inscription 

1 . BA.. Pt. I. pp. 78-81, Pis. 98-103; BG., p. 289. 

2. BA,, Pt. I. p. 77, PI. 94; BG., p. 294. 

3. From the reproduction of this inscription, it will be noticed that there is 
some mixing up of undecipherable words just at the end of the third line. This 
might be taken as a repetition of the words noted at the bottom in a separate line 
representing date and year. 
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in Persian versei preserved in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, 
stating that one Dastur Khan, entitled or popularly known as Asaf II, 
built a caravansarai in 895 A. H./14S9 a. o. From these two inscriptions, 
( xxii and xxvii) we should conclude that they concern different persons 
because both their names and titles are different. History mentions 
that there was one Dastur Khan who was appointed governor of Surat in 
920 A. H./ 1514 A. D.' 

1 , 1 ^^ j j I >-r’ 1 j ^ J f 

)j j) ciJ j i) ^ Ixw ) j lii ) j olii JA ^ I* 

W ) U-aSj oy' )j 1^ |S 

1 Dastur Khan, Asaf-i-Than., minister over laud and sea, through 
whose munificence the surface of the earth is populated ; 

2 The heaven of sublimity and the light-diffusing sun, that which 
makes the break of day shine from the forehead ; 

3 If any one desires to see the object of his desires, then tell him to 
come and see the threshold of his government. 

4 That he may get the palace of paradise in reward, he dedicated this 
sarai to be the house of the Lord of the U niverse. 

5 When the divine pea worked out its date, it was in the year 
ninety five along with eight hundred. (895 A. H./1489 A. D.) 

XXVIII 

Bai Harir’s Monuments 

In the suburb of Asarwa at Ahmadabad there are two step-wells. The 
older of these two is known as the step-well of Mata Bhawani and seems 
to have existed even before the establishment of the Muslim dynasty in 
Gujarat. The other is just close to it and is known as the well of Bai Harir 
Sultani, as can be quite clearly gathered from its inscription. 

Locally people call it the step-well ( vav ) of Dada Hari. Quite close 
to this step- well are the tomb and the masjid of the lady, Bai Harir Sultani. 
The inscription of the central mehrab of this mosque is preserved in the 
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay,^ and it also gives the same date in 

1. HD..'p. 397. and EIM., 1929-30, p. 5-6. 

2. Commissariat, pp. 239-41 ; EIM., 1925-26. p. 10. 
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exactly the same words. The language of both these inscriptions is Arabic. 
But on the step-well there is another inscription in Sanskrit giving the same 
information as the Arabic one. 

XXVIII (a) (On the mosque) 

) cVa. ) dU ) }yC U5 dU ^ dU ) ^ I 

dU J ^ Ui dU I ^ dU ) ) J ^ 

^UaL- J^c ^5 ^3 ^iiaoJ) lidj ;J f 

d a <>.6J9. ) « I CV 0 .SV 0 i loij i3 fy} f 

^ b I b dU ) jJl^ ^ Ual^ ) < vi/? * ^ T 

^ — ^A3 LoJtM.J ^ 1^)0 • b* ^^3 (hi M* ^ 

*e\ *h\ *j\ ‘n*. The mosque was built during the reign of the great 
Sultan, Nasiru*d-Dunya wa’d-Din, Abu’l-Fath Mahmud Shah, son of 
Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of 
Miizaffar Shah, the Sultan (may Allah perpetuate his kingdom). The 
builder of this mosque is BaF Harlr Sultanu In the month of Jumada I, 
year nine hundred and six (November 1500 A.D.) - 26 

XXVIII (b) (On the mil) 

^ ^Q}jieJ } jIj Ioa) ) I I 

3 J ^A*3^ S) ^ ^ J f 

/V ) J J ^ ^ ) j la^ D I 

^]d)U !• 

6 1 1 Lw 1X^2^ ) i Lm 1 bw 0 

J ^ UaLw»# ^ b ;-CU dU ) jJ^ ^ llaLJ ) < 

j)oi) bJ ) ^llai Ub ^ bJ ) S ) t^bt^ A 

1 ^ ^iy bkSAMj ^ vi>iAM ) J * b* bvi ) jjcLoJ J 

This fine building and excellent edifice and lofty colonnade and 
the four fresco walls were built, and the fruitbearing trees were 
planted, together with the well and the reservoir, so that men and 
animals may benefit, during the reign of the Sultan of Sultans of the age, 
who is confident of the help of the Merciful, Nasiru’d- Dunya wa’d-Din, 
Abu’l-Fath, Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad 
Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of ^uzafFar Shah, the Sultan (may 

1. Both these inscriptions xvrii a-b have r i (26) at the end, but we are not 
able to indicate its significance. 
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Allah perpetuate his kingdom), by BaT HarTr Sultani, who was made the 
lady guardian of the gate of the royal residence by the exalted lord, on 
2nd of the month of Jumada II, in the year nine hundred and six (25th 
November 1500 A. D,) — 26. 


XXVI 11 (c) 


Sanskrit inscription : ^ 


\ 

V 


u 

u 

u 


sm: I sTRtsTiqfw 

I JTiRg»=q: g^fnsniliDt ii i it 

JTWci: qn 

1%?: I 5^^(»:)qf^=qi[OTr qrq'i^Tcq^r ^icTci ni ^ ii 
fqj^^roT i ^leit- 

^if ^5: (^ «) ^ ^*11 H \ II ^qiw 9n 
s(TtT^^*=*T^i^Rq> qig^ir- 
f %fi ?5V w ^i- 

qffq^ri^ofi ^i| ?fr 

=q^f^qi?«cTI%iqi- 



qiqirrqi^i ^qci I'VW ^ ^ir- 

^ qqfffli^ qiqgf^ X'k qi'fr^K- 
I ^qiqni'irTfifqTJiRiif^qq^- 
^id^iqi^qi^fq^df^q i ^i 

?IR1 II ciq ^^\ooo ?t4^ 


\c nCiqiSHi^S^i qcnf^ifr ^Cri- 

5FIT qiq'ii^qH’q'i^^fl ii ^ h =qgKq^ 

ari^^^fkq qrq'r q?qfir ii ^ ii 

W iqfiSt 5I5 st^?« 5^ q^ 

q^ =q ^qnSt vr^: iir% ^Ih^i: ii ^ ii 
4 f^>‘qirq^>cT% i ^ qi- 

RM II M II q^«f»5RT5rr- 

qra^ *ii^^ f%fra^ i a«n 

«Tr5Tr^ q;o ?5)15Ronq?^«n snfrqm^r (illegible) 


1. Burgess has ^ven a transcription of this in BG., ( p, 300 )• This has been 
compared with an cstampage of the inscription made by the writer. Suggested 
emendations are enclosed within brackets* 
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Translation : 

Salutation to the Maker of the World ! 

Salutation to thee, Lrord of the Waters, the incarnation of all life ! Salu- 
tation to thee, O Varuna, the witness of good deeds. (1) The Supreme 
Force, Kundilini by name, the Mother of the three worlds, at whose feet 
bow gods and men, is ever victorious in the form of a well. (2) I salute 
the Architect of the Universe, who grants all blessings, through whose 
favour all men are enabled to perform action. 

Hail ! in the sacred land of Gurjjara, in the fair city of Ahimmadavad 
(Ahmadabad), in the victorious reign of the thrice-gracious Padfehah 
Mahmid, the chief lady-guardian of the gate of the king’s harem, the 
gracious Lady named Harir, caused to be constructed within Ilarirapura, in 
the north-east quarter of this fair city, a well for pleasing the 'Great God 
and for the relief of the eighty-four lakh ( varieties ) of living beings like 
men, beasts, birds, and trees, who come oppressed by thirst from all the 
four quarters. ( This well was constructed ) in Sam vat 1556, during the 
Saka year 1421, on Monday the 13th day of the bright half of Pausa. 

The Ocean of milk itself, as it were, made its abode here, seeing the 
unmeasured depth of ambrosial water ( in this well ). As long as the Sun 
and the Moon endure, so. long may this well continue steadily to nourish 
all beings, whether born from sweat or from eggs, whether from the 
soil or from the womb. 

The treasure spent upon this (well) was in the total 3,19,000.... 

The illustrious Lady named Harir, the chief lady-minister of 
Mahmud, the Lord of Earth, caused this well to be constructed for 
acquiring merit (l). Crowds of men from (all) the four quarters (are) 
moving pleasantly along the four highways : may (the waters of) this sweet 
well be drunk as long as the Sun and Moon endure (2). Wealthy people 
become illustrious (by erecting) places of refuge, holy groves and water-tanks 
by the hundred, and shelters for the poor at every place (3). Having spent 
much treasure, for the benefit of the world, this gracious Lady, Harira by 
name, caused this well to be constructed (4) 

The chief in the construction of this well (was) Malik Bihamad, who 
obeys the ordinances of the Great God ; and Gajadhar Vaisya ( was) the 
mason (?) and 

( The last line is illigible and hard to translate ). 

It seems that Bal Harir Sultani was the superintendent of the royal 
harem and she had built this step-well, garden, mosque and her own tomb. 

1. The translation given by Burgess is not very accurate, so a fresh (and rather 
free) rendering has been given here. 
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There is another step-well in the village Adalaj« not very far from Ahmada- 
bad, which was built at the same period, Sarnwat 1555 (906A.H./1499 A.D.). 
It has one inscription in Sanskrit which shows that it was built by Queen 
Rudadevi, wife of Virasimha, the chief of Kalol, during the reign of Malimiid 
Begat^ in honour of her deceased husband.^ The Sanskrit inscriptions also 
mention the cost of constructing these step-wells. During the period of 
Aurangzeb, with a view to the convenience of the villagers and the travellers, 
some repairs and changes were effected to the step-well at Adalaj.^ 

These vavs are a special feature of Gujarat architecture ; and those in 
and near Ahmadabad are among the finest surviving specimens. Gujarat 
must be proud of possessing such marvellous specimens of architecture 
such as are not found anywhere else.^ 

XXIX 

BibrsMasjid 

A misjii just opposite the shrine of Pir Muhimmad Shah is known 
as the masjid of Bibi. It fortunately bears an important inscription in its 
central mehrdb. 

J ) ill ) ^.-0 ) Si Hi dii ^ c; ^ 5 o?' ^ J • 

d I 

^ ^ ^ dl' I ^ ) A (Cw 6 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I*"® ^ 1:^3^ 2^ ^ ^ 3 ^ ^ 3 i. , | 

*d\ 'h\ This auspicious mosque (was built) in the period of the great 
king Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of 
Muhammad Shah, son of MuzafFar Shiih, the Sultan (may Allah perpetuate 
his kingdom and prosperity). The right of the ownership of the mosque 
is of Bibi Khonjabi (?). It was in the month of Rajab (may its dignity 
increase, and year nine hundred and ten (Dec. 1504 A. u.) 

The decorative d^itails of stone carving in this masjid are extremely 
delicate. The style of the writing of its inscription in the central mehrdb 
is also very p.^culiar. This Bibi Khonjabi was very likely an inmate of the 
palace of Sultan Mahmud. 

XXX 

Rani Sabra'i's Mosque 

Inside the Astodya gate is one of the most elegant masjids ever built 
in India during the Muslim period. The two tapering cylindrical minarets 

1. BG., pp. 299-300, 310-11 ; 2. MA., Vol. I p. 290. 

3. BA., Pt. II, pp. 4-14, Pis, 3, 14-16, 18. 
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on its facade are unlike any among the earlier monuments.^ They are so 
> 

perfect that it seems as if they had just been turned out on the lathe. 
In the precincts of the masjid is also the mausoleum of Rani Sabrai. 
The inscription in the central mehrab tells us that it was built in the year 
920 A.H./1514 A. D. during the reign of Muzaffar II, by Rani Sabrai, 
the mother of the Abii Bakr Khan, the son of Sultan Mahmud. 

J J ) dl! ) ^ ) yC aU ^ J ) J 1 

I ^^5 aW ) UJ A.U ) \ ^ ^ 

hi I I ^ ^ I ^^1) 

6 Iaaj ft IvM ) ^y a la» 0k-d.3cv.'^ A (aai O ^y ft liCu joib.'O y,£^ ^ 

7^? ^ J SJ ) I /aw tj ^CU aI) ) jlk ^ lla^) J ft jiHre ^ 

I Ij * louM#.oJ ! ^ thlAA# ^ taw 

^A3 y ) 

‘c\ 'h\ ‘j\ ‘n’. The mosque was built daring the reign of the great 
Sultan, who is assisted by the help of the Merciful, Shamsu'd-Dunya 
wa*d-Din Abii’n-Nasr Muzafifar Shfib, son of Mahmud Shrih, son of 
Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of 
Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan (may Allah perpetuate his kingdom). The 
builder of the mosque is the mother of Abii Bakr Khan, son of Sultan 
Malimud, named Rani Sabra‘f. During the fourth month of the solar year, 
year nine hundred and twenty (1514 A. ix). 

All have given the name of Rani Sipri to this lady. But this is wrong 
because in the inscription it is clearly given as Sabra‘i. 

This reading has also been confirmed by Principal Muliammad Shaft of the 
Oriental College, Lahore. When we compare this with the historical 
works, we find there too in the manuscript of the MirdUuSikandari the 
correct form Sabr'ai.^ 

XXXI 

Masjids of Bahadur Shah's Reign 

The masjid of Pir Muhammad Shah bears several inscriptions which 
seem to have been fixed there in a haphazard manner, simply with a 
view to save them from being lost. One of them, referring to a masjid, 

1. BA.. Pt. 1. pp. S47, Pis. 10. lOG-7; Indian Antiquary, Vol. IV, 1873, p. 292. 

2. Thu Eni-iHsh trans. of ms., by I'azlu’l-lali and the Persian printed texts give 

the name as Sai'Tini ^ j***) which could easily have been mistaken forSabra'I 
One ms. of the MS. in the PIr Muhammad Slr^h Libi'ary has the name Sabra*i 
( v.^ ) written very clearly, Blochraann, however, reads it Athni (v.^' 0 in Indian 

Antiqvary, Vol. IV, 1875, p. 292. No. 5. 
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belongs to the period of Bahadur Shah, (932-944 A. H./ 1526-1537 A. D.) 
son of MuzafFar IL On its left side something seems missing, because 
the holy verses inscribed on it are not complete. The last line gives us 
the name and lineage of the builder of the mosque. 

dU ^ vi/ ^ j ^ ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(| 1 :<(') dUliVie |.(S Ci di) j (l q : n) )oo.) dil) lyjJili 

^ ^ 3 J (J j — vi/1 I e/“ ^ 

1 (^*’) I ^ j^acLwy^^ 

^ 8 li I ^ dii* ^ 5 (>i O jaH.^ ^^3 I lul J O 1^3 p 

. , ^ Ua.L^) I 6 yda* ^3 a iS^sx.^ 

CaI 

J ^ c/? ^ lo'* ^ v-T j I* 

■ •■••• ^ ^3 dl^ ) ^^3 ) )i*' 1 ^ O )) ^ ) dL^ ) 

‘a’, *c* *h\ * 1 , 'n\ ‘i’ (This mosque was built during the reign of) 
llahSdiir Shah, son of Miizaffar Shah, son of Mahmud Shah, sun of 
Muhammad Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of 
Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, (by) Ali Ghauthu'th Thaqalain (may the 
Magnificent Allah hallow liis grave), son of Mahmud, son of Sharaf, son 
of Kamal, son of Najibu’l-lah, (who belongs to) the family of Abu‘l-‘Uhi 
Ahmad, son of ‘Abdullah, son of Sulaimn • • • • 

XXXII 

Rauza of Ahmad I 

Near the eastern entrance to the Jarni* Masjid in the Manek Chauk, 
there is the magnificent rauza of Sultan Ahmad I (d. 846 A.H./ 1442 A.D.) 
This lofty and exquisite building is really one of the finest specimens of 
Gujarat Muslim architecture. Around this mausoleum are several other 
graves of olden days. On the entrance door of the rauza there is an 
inscription on a marble slab, in fine Persian verse, composed by the poet 
Yahya, which shows that it is not the original inscription of the days 
when the rauza was built. 




f '** 

VAJ 6 VaM 


J'- ' 

r^:>J 


lb JAM 


1 JjiF 

V A ^ 


o3 ) * 


m>3 ^ vV3 




U5)u 





l^JkSk^W 


d^3J 




IL- j jc 



JU) 

o)5 
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^ J c— y-} l/«J ) 

tj^ (j ^ J Okifc ^ 

o» J ^ ^ * ‘V J ^ c; J 

J 

fS} j ^ ^ J C* ^ /-^ 

) J ^ 

1 This is the lofty mausoleum of Sultan Ahmad Shah. On account of 
its loftiness its dome has become a match for the top of the vault 
of heaven. 

2 Though he had many officers and they ever endeavoured to repair it, 

3 Yet no one has ever done so splendidly in the manner as this man 
endowed with great perfection, honour and exaltation, 

4 The benefactor of the people of the age, Farhatu’l-Mulk’, who is 
pious, God-fearing, liberal and faithful. 

5 The chronogram of the year of his tenure of office has been expressed 

by Yahya with the assistance of (jod : ‘ Farhat-i-Mulk, from which 

the year (of its completion) is derived’. 

The year nine hundred and forty four ( 1537 A. D. ) 

(The architect is) Yadgar Ahmad Chhajjii'. 

It seems that the original rauza was erected either in the lifetime of 
Sultan Ahmad himself or just after his demise. From this inscription 
we gather that it was completely renovated by Farhatu‘l-Mulk the 
benefactor of those days. The chronogram, Farhat-i-Alulk^ amad az wae 
sdlhd gives date, 944 A.ii. 1537 A D. The last words of the insciption 
Yadgar Ahmad Chliajjh also affirms that the mansoleum was renovated by 
Ahmad Chhajjii. The interior of the dome has some coloured mural 
decoration in pure arabescjue similar to that found in the interior of 
Ahmad Khattu’s miusoleum at Sarkhej.^ 

XXXIII 

Farhatu’I-Mulk’s Masjid 

In a street near the Bhadra there is the mosque known as Shah (Mian) 
Muhammad Khub Chishti’s ynasjid ( d. 1023 A.ii./ 1614 A.D. ). He himself 
lies buried in the graveyard near by. He was a famous Urdu poet of Gujarat 
who substantially advanced the development of Urdu in Gujarat. The 
mosque bears an inscription in its central mehrdb : 

1. Indian Antiquary^ 1875, p. 292, No. G. 

2. DA., Pt. I. pp. 37-38, Pis. 37-40. 
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) 

dU ) ti 






^ 1x3 






jiti 


i.) 1 v_/U 





rdl 


1) 



^ L«.) i>i ) 

3^ / 


5 




1 

^X!VC 

jc J O 



!:bj ^ 

(33*“ 3^ 


^3^ C>'“j 3* * 

V 




/i O' 


lii 



b 

JL*. 

V — pda) 6 1^ ^ ) 

0 y-CsSr^* 6 
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O Allah ! 




The distich relating to the construct ion of the Jami‘ Masjid 
of Maliku’sh-Shani, Malik Nan Khan, Chiman, entitled Farhatii’l-Mulk. 

1 This mosque of purity, full of Divine Light, whose rays go up to heaven, 

2 If a voice from heaven calls it “the heavenly temple and the elevated 
vault”, it is but appropriate. 

3 In its position of honour it is just like the Ancient House (the Tem- 
ple of Mecca) ; for this reason it will not be empty of worshippers. 

4 Its well is the spring of Zamzam like Mina, and by its side there 
is a crowded mart. 

5 The building was erected during the reign of one whose kingdom 
reaches the eighth throne, 

C Mahmud Shah, son of Shah Latif, who affords an asylum to 
other kings. 

7 Its builder is Nau Khrin, son of Chiman, who through the grace 
of the Almighty has become Farhatu*l-Mulk. 

8 I sincerely asked the Wisdom for the chronogram of this approved 
building ; 

9 It immediately replied : “Say, Yahya : * He built it purely for the 
sake of the One ’ 

10 If you count the value of the letters, it gives altogether nine 
hundred and forty five (1538 A. D.)^ 

1. Indian Antiquary. 1875, pp. 292-93, No. 7; BA., Pt. I, pp. 82-83, Pis. 08, 105. 
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The architect seems to be the same person who had repaired Ahmad’s 
mausoleum during the reigu of Mahmud Shah III in 944 A,H./ 1538 A.D* 
Yaliya, the poet who had composed the verses of the inscription of 
Ahmad’s mausoleum, also composed these verses which represent a 
fine specimen of decorative writing. 

According to Hajjiu'd-Dabir this mosque was known as that of 
FarhatuUMulk and there were other monuments adjoining this mosque.^ 
History is silent regarding Maliku‘sh-Sharq, Nau Khan, son of ChTman, 
entitled Farhatu‘l-Mulk. At an earlier date, under Malimud Begac^, there 
was one Tughan Sultani, of Turkish origin, who was lionoured with the 
title of Farhatu‘l-Mulk in 866 A. H./1461 a.d. He was left in charge of the 
Bet fort, after its conquest in 877 A.H./1472 a.d., because he was the person 
who had conquered it. He was also the first person to enter the citadel of 
Champjiner with a detachment of Turkish soldiers.^ 

We read about another Farhatu’l-Mulk who was sent as a Dabir^ or 
Secretary of State, to Burhanpur in 912 aai .^ / 1306 a.d. It is just possible 
that Tughan Farhatu’l-Mulk and the one who was deputed to Burhanpur 
were one and the same person. We know that in Turkish tughan means a 
‘falcon’ and nau means ‘a hero’. In the absence of any definite information 
we can only say that the names Tughan and Nau Khan ) 

may have got mixed up. 

As to ChTman, the father of Nau Khan, one has also to be careful, 
because there were several officers in Gujarat bearing this name. Thus, 
in 918 A.H. / 1512 a.d. many nobles accompanied Sultan Muzaffar II on 
an expedition against Malwa, and one Malik Chiman, entitled Muhafizu'l- 
Mulk, was also among them.^ There was another Malik ChTman (or 
Chaman) during the reign of Sultan Muzaffar III, who had accompanied 
him against MiisT Khan in 968 A.ii./ 1560 a.d,^ 

XXXIV 

Shams Khan’s Masjid 

Just inside the Shahpur gate near the city wall there is a mosque at 
present covered with a corrugated iron sheet roof. It stands on the site of 
an old mosque, which has disappeared almost completely with the exception 
of its back wall which has a tnehrab bearing an inscription. 

) dJJ ) ^ U5 aU 0^ ^ szj^ 3 3 ^0 J I 

a li w-ijlol ^1 1 L£ ^ hi jJ ) ^ b ^ (ij ) aU b JfJ )y J f 

^ ) a Li ) 8 Li I 8 li ^}) 8 Li jOioM ^ 

^ UaL.*J I I Li N Li 

1. HD., p. 436 Z, Ibid, pp. 17, 24-25, 29; and MS., p. 101. 3. AD., pp. 54, 100. 

4. MS. BY., p. 251. 5. HD., p. 480. 
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I ^ ^ iJkSW/* !• 

vi/i ^ J j ^ j j r* 

VI/? 

‘d*, 7i\ (During the period of) the dependent of Allah the Beneficent» 
Nasiru’d-Dunya wa*d-Din, Abu’l-Falh, Mahmud Shah son of Latif Shah» 
son of Muzaffar Shah, son of Mahmud Sliah, son of Muliammad Shah, son 
of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhamnid Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the 
Sultan, Shams Khan built this mosque in name of God and for the 
purpose of worship. The year of its construction was nine hundred and 
forty six (1539 A. D.). Written by ‘Abdul Hay son of ‘Ali. 

Locally people call it the mosque of Nand Sara, but Burgess has called 
it the mosque of Inayat Shah.^ We do not generally find in the inscriptions 
of Gujarat the names of the calligraphists, who have carved these 
records in such a masterly fashion. Fortunately in the inscription of this 
mosque the name of the calligraphist is recorded as Abdul Hay son of ‘Ali. 

The builder of this mosque, Shams Khan, the son of Fard Khan, was 
in Mecca in 943 A.H./ 1536 A.D. with Asaf Khan, the minister of Bahadur 
Shah. The latter was specially sent there at the time of Humayun’s inva- 
sion of Gujarat with the Sultan’s harem and treasure. Shams Khan severely 
criticised Asaf Khan for spending money lavishly while in Mecca. When 
still in Mecca they received the news of Sultan Bahadur Shah’s death. In 
967 A.H./ 1559 A.D? Shams Khrin was killed when fighting in the army 
of Ulugh Khan and his body was carried in a pcilki to Godhrah for burial, 

XXXV 

Khawassu’LMuIk’s Masjid 

In Dhalgarwada, near the Hope Market, not very far from Shah 
Khub’s masjid^ is a small brick mosviue with wooden pillars. The central 
mehrdb is carved and over it is an inscription. 

jti I 

h Lm 6 I ^ h-i li ^ J I' 

a Lm ! 

all ^ »li Vi/? * ^ Vi/? * ^ Vi/? Vi/J ^ 

aU J ^ UoumJ 1 a H 

I > txd } Oma* ^ IIsJIaai ^ pSSj* lu J® 


1. BG., p. 297. 

2. HD., p.353, 454; MS.R, p. 237. 
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J J tlai-M* dl.- ) ^3 Uc ^J.5 ) ^ 

*c', *h\ During? the reign of Nasiru’d-Dunya wa*d-DIn, Abu*l- 
Fath Mahmud Shah, son of Latif Shah, son of the brother of Bahadur 
Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, son of Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad 
Shah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son ot Muzaffar Shah 
the Sultan (may Alhih, the Exalltcd, perpetuate his kingdom and autho- 
rity), the building of this blessed mosque was strengthened by the meanest 
of God’s slaves, Mallu Sultani, entitled Khawassu’l-Mulk, in the year 
nine hundred and fifty five (1548 A. D.)^ 

It is locally called the Badshrihi mosque or Khajurl masjid and some 
people call it the mosque of Khamsa Salat, (five services) or Hamza Salat^ 
for which no reason is known. 

One Mallii Khan had entered Muzaffar iTs service, He was given 
the fief of Sarangpur. Later he became the ruler of Malwa at Mandu in 
943 A.n. /1536 a.i:). under the name of Qadir Khan. But he was ousted 
in 949 A.ii./ 1542 A.d. by Shaja‘at Khan, who was deputed by Sher Khan 
Sun; so he had to return to Gujarat, where he continued his service with 
Mahmud III. As Mallu Khan had been a Sultan of Malwa, therefore, 
perhaps the mosque is called the Badshahi mosque. From bis title 
* Khawiiss-ul-Mulk *, which he held in 955 A.H., we gather that he was one 
of the advisors of Mahmiid II 1.^ 

XXXVI 

Malik JalaFs Masjid 

In the Raykhad quarter there is a rauza and a masjid of Shah ‘Aliji 
Gamdbani ( d. 973 A.n. / 1565 a.d. ), the well-known early Urdu poet of 
Gujarat. Both the masjid and the rauza are of stone.^ But the masjid has 
a peculiar type of mindrs which are quite simple and devoid of any decora- 
tion, quite unlike the decorated ones of Sidi Bashir’s masjid near the 
Railway station. The rauza has a worn out inscription on its entrance, 
but it consists of holy quotations and nothing else. The masjid, however 
has three small inscriptions on its three internal mehdrbs. 

XXXVI (a) 

} I aIJ ) )jc i>ji 2U ^ ^ 3 

^h\ 


1. Indian Antiquary, 1875, p. 293, No. S. 

2. BG., pp. 76, .50, Nos., 70, 116. 

3. MS. BY., pp. 358, 371; HD., pp. 321-22. 

4. BA., Pt. II, p. 42 ; BG., p. 298. 
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XXXVI (b) 

a 4X6.2^ ) J J ^ jJ I j bi jJ ) iij be ) dU J (j J ) 

» li ^ jila^ a li ^ i> ^ ) i (i v aJibl ^ i Li 4 > ^ ^ I 

dlJ ) «xUb ^ llaLi^l ) a li jhli^ 6 cXo.a. I i li 4Xo>s\^ ) 

J vi/»^ ^ - J s:/W. 

li ^ gi? f'* V »X»W« — I ^ b* 

‘^ll^ (^^n) 

He who resorts for protection to Allili, tlie Merciful, Ghiathii’d- 
Dunya wa"d-Din, Abu’l Mahaniid Ahmad Shah, son of the uncle of 
Mahmud Shah* son of Latif Shah, brother of Bahadur Shah, son of 
MuzafFar Shah, son of Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of 
Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son of Muzaftar Shah, the Sultan 
(may Allah perpetuate iiis kinj^dom). 

Realising the deterioration of the relif^ion, the disciple of the (saint) 
Shahji built (this mosque). 'Fhe builder of tiiis mosque is Malik JalaL 

The clironogram of this moscjue is known thus: — 

'The divine light has settled in the Jami' ma.sjic/* ( 960 -%1 A.H./ 
1533 A. D.) 

XXXV] (c) 

^ to. ^ILJ ) ^ Ai‘ ) J>c f 

V c/^ c;? uja. r 

j^j}^ I* 

Jh- < 

J icJ^ • • • ^ 

vi;# ^ I • 

• < 

^ ^^dU} ^ If 
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J 

li/? ^ ^i/? ^ • •* 

^ j'^ '^ > v:/ I A 

^ (iUlo«^c ^ ( 1 

1-3 Mixfmmmad, the Messenger of Allah (the blessings and peace of 
Allah be upon him), son of ‘Abdullah, son of Abdul Muttalib, son of 
Ilasham, son of Abd Manaf, son of Qusai, son of Kilab, son of 
Murrah 

4-5 Abu Bakru’s-Siddiq, son of Ab...Qahafa, son of ‘Arnir, son of ‘Amrii 


6 Masjid Jarni* 

7 Shawwal 

8 The year nine hundred and sixty one, 961 ( 1553 A. I).). 

9 son of Jala) 


10 Son of Mahmud, ...son of Fazlu’J Allah, son of 

11 Son of Tzzu’d-Din, son of Shah 

12 Mansur, son of Fazlu’l-Allah, son of Sa'du'd-Din 

13 Son of Abu Muliaminad, son of Abii 13akr 

14 *Ali son of Muhammad, son of Uthmrin, son of Ja’afar, son of Ya‘qub 

15 Son of Ahmad, Abi Nasr, son of 

16 Son of Abdullah, son of.,.. 

This central epij^raph (a) gives a (luotation from the Qur’an usual in 
mosques. The right hand inscription (c) has two parts, the first giving the 
genealogy of the Prophet, that of his companion Abu Bakr, and the date 961 
A.H./ 1553 A. D. when the mosque was built. The second giving the 
genealogy of Malik Jalal, the founder of the mosque. The left hand 
inscription (b) shows that it was built during the reign of *Abu’l-Mahamid, 
Ahmad Shah III, cousin of Mahmud Shah, son of Latif Shah, brother of 
Bahadur Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah.^ The last two lines of this inscription 
(b) consist of two couplets in Gujari, the Urdu language of those days, 
which is very similar to the Urdu of today. The first couplet clearly men- 
tions that it was founded by Malik Jalal, who was the disciple of the Shah 
( ‘AlijT Gamdhani ). The next couplet gives us the chronogram of the 
completion of the mosque in a very unusual manner. 

I should state here that this inscription has been read differently by other 
competent scholars.^ I give my version here together with a reproduction 
of the inscriptions themselves and leave the reader to judge for himself. 

1. See No, 14 in the genealogy given in the introduction of this monograph, 

2. E1M-, 1935'103G, pp, 50~5l. ; Urdu (Quarterly), Delhi, April 1938, 
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xxxvn 

Inscriptions on Wooden Panels 

A separate monograph could easily be compiled describing the special 
type of wood-carving and carpentry in Gujarat during the Hindu as well as 
the Muslim periods. Everywhere in Gujarat we see fine specimens of this 
branch of art in great variety «and of much richness such as is not found 
anywhere else in India. I think this is due to the production of excellent 
teak, sal and other varieties of wood in this part of India, as well as to the 
skill and capacity of the artists themselves. Both these factors are respon- 
sible for the creation of these masterpieces of art in both stone and wood. 
When I visited the shrine of PVr Muhammad Shall, I came across many 
inscriptions, as I have already noted above, and two of them are carved in 
wood in the most exiiulsite manner. They have been put up in framed panels. 
One of them is dated 969 A.H. / 1561 A. i>. and the other is of an earlier 
date. They are, however, only (luotations from the Qur’an and the lladith. 

R 1 q ^ »jc - oj J ) 

*j\ ‘Expedite tlie prayer before it passes away; and expedite the 
repentence before you die’. 1st Ramazan, 969 a. h. ( 5 th May 1562 A. J).). 

XX. Will 

Mosque of Shaikh Hasan Chishti 


Inside the Shahpur gate one grand inosciue in stone following the 
tradition of other mosques of Ahmadabad, was built in 973 A-II./ 1565 A.D. 
by Shaikh Hasan. This is indicated in a Persian (juatrain inscribed inside 
the mosque over the back wall. 




XXXVIIf (a) 
Jli) 

Uj )j 

> llj 1.2]^ J ^ ^ kw 


ivr A- 


Shaikh Hasan, of his time the guiding star, 

A mosque did build, where men pray for his soul : 

When the Shaikh built this lofty edifice 

Fate uttered its chronogram : * Construction of the Shaikh 
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The calligraphist was Dost Muhammad Shukar. Year 973 a. h./ 
1565 A.D. 

XXXVIII (b) 

) aU j 

I ^ ) I* ^ ^ _5 ^ ^ ^ ) 

— j I v:^ ^ J J tj^***^ dU ) S ) ^1 J jl ) 

' 5 '. 

The calligraphy by Dost Muhammad Shukar is in very fine NastaMTq 
style. This is the second example where the name of the calligraphist is also 
mentioned. The other inscription is on the centra! mehrab and consists 
of a text from the Qur’an. 

The Mirat-i-Ahamadi has given a lengthy account of the Chishti saints 
of Ahmadabad and there he mentions that Shaikh Hasan b. Muhammad 
Chishti had built that mosque. Abu Salih Hasan Muhammad Gujarati 
came from the family of MauUina Kanialu’d-DTn. He was a great scholar 
of his time and served the cause of education. Shaikh Hasan had com- 
posed a commentary on the Qur’an, annotated the Tafsir^uBaizavi and had 
prepare! an anmit-jd edition of 'M.uzhatitUAnvdh. He died in 982 a h./ 
1574 A.u, His mosque has been often changed and renovated in the course 
of time, specially after the Mughals came to power. Its construction is 
said to have taken eight or nine years and its cost has been estimated at 
one million rupees.^ 

This is the last inscription of the period of the Gujarat Muslim kings 
and the only one in the Nasta‘irq style of calligraphy. Soon after this 
Muzaffarlll ha J surrendered to Akbar and Ahmadabad was annexed to 
the Mughal Empire in 980 A.H./ 1572 A.D. 

XXXIX 

The Tomb of the Poet Naziri ? 

An inscription is found in a dome at Tajpur, near which are also found 
numerous graves. This particular dome is locally called the tomb of Shah 
Fiizal. A masjid situated in the arsenel has an inscription which says that 
it WAS built during ths reign of Mahmiid Begada ( xxvi); yet locally this 
is called the masjid of Shah Fazal. Professor Muhammad Ibrahi'm Dar of 
the Gujarat College, Ahmadabad, believes that the tomb of the poet NazirT, 
who is said to have been buried in ths Tajpur quarter in 1023 A.H./1614 A.D., 
might be discovered here abouts. From all the evidences examined on 
the spot I conclude that NazirT had been buried within the precincts of 

1. MA., Vol. II, pp. *48 ; BA., Pt. II, p. 44-5, Pis. 44-8 ; Yad-i-Ayynm, p. 63* 
This inscription is reproduced here by the courtesy of Mr. Q. M, Maoir. 
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this very dome. There is an inscription, which, however, bears only the 
Kalima, Shahadat and some Persian couplets, wliich are generally found on 
the tombs of saints and eminent people.^ 

Jo ^ ^ ^ b - diJ ) H ) D I 

0^3 I O ^ ) “A O ^3 ) j ^>3 O b 4 O 

O Key of the gates. 

Verily I declare that ‘there is no god but Allah’. May this court 
flourish for ever with full splendour. Turn not thy face away, O heart, 
from the door of those pure in faith. For whosoever enters this door 
gets nearer to God. 

XL 

Tomb Slabs 

In continuation of inscription xxxi noted above there are three more 
epigraphs. These actually belong to some other graveyard and liave been 
fixed here later and thus saved from being lost. They are all on marble slabs. 

dJJ I D ) H ^ ^ ^ I 

oj 

^ j *1^* ) J r 

yj ] ) o>j I Ui* j r 

)l I J ^ ) i>* - pjJac ) « oit dJi) ) I* 

c/j c; ^ ^ v:; ^ ^ ^ 

,.-15 1 

j t^il ) «U ) ^ J ‘J‘» < 

j I • r r r'^ j U ) ) A 

‘a', ‘b’, ‘i’. This is the grave of the Shaikh of glorious and high esti- 
mation and grandeur, Muin Burhan, son of Malik, son of Mian Fir5z, son of 
Mian Qasim, known as FTroz. He passed away towards the mercy of Allah, 
the Exalted, at midday on the thirteenth of the month of Ramazan, the 
months of Allah, year one thousand and twenty three (19th Oct 1416 A.D.) 

XLI 

dU ) iU j j 1 ^1 J j} ) jl 1 <U 1 ^,<.1 I 

Cl, 

,>1 lA ^ o Ufc J y, J ^ flojy. ji ^ yuu p 

1. 1 am grateful to Prof. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Abdul Qadir Sarfaraz for the 

help he rendered in deciphering this inscription. The same couplet is also found at 
other places, such as at Antur Fort, Aurangabad District, but here the first lines 
comes after the second (ElM., 1919-20, p. 12, PI. 8.). 
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JL. Jl ) I I 3 a ^.lar I ijSe iV I I I r 

W I j W ) J J ) ) j jji II ) ) _5 f ) 

yi.c 3 ** 

^ I ♦ r ^ r I* jv'^ 

*a\ *6’, ‘i'. Tliis is the fjrave of the Shaikh of glorious and high esti- 
mation and grandeur, the shining sun, the bright moon, the white light for 
the whole world, the obliger of the pious, Mian Taj Khan, son of 
Yusuf, son of Adam- He passed away on the fifteenth of the month of 
Muharrarn, year one thousand and thirty nine (7th Sept. 1629 A. D.). 

XLII 

aU j aU ) s ) fi ) s ^ f 1*^ I 

Cjt 

V Qam ^3 ^ ^ G U-* G Iftj ) 5 jspi ) 

^ I (^ 2 /^ ^ 1 ^ 7 ^ I* 

^a\ 'b\ ‘i*. This is the grave of one overflowing with liberality Bu 
Fatima, daugliter of Mia Taj Khan, son of Yusuf who passed away 
towards the neighbourhood of Allah on the thirteenth of the month of 
Kajab, year one thousand and forty four (12th Jan. 1634 A. d.). 

XLIll 

Sara! of A^zam Khan 

In 1045 A.H./ 1635 a.d. A‘zam Khan was appointed the governor of 
Gujarat. His full. name was A‘zam Khan Mir Muhammad Baqir, alias 
Iradat Khan, but he is known by his popular name A‘zam Khan. On his 
arrival in Gujarat as governor, he introduced many reforms which proved 
beneficial to the people, for he put down evil doers with a firm band. He 
erected a caravansarai at Ahmadabad, which was completed in 1047 A. H./ 
1637 A.D. It was situated just near the gateway of the Naqqar Khana of 
Qal'a Arak (Bhadra). It bears the following inscription in Persian verse : 
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Ji>L: ^l3 ^Li'Jvi^iti jj ^ 

^ L^ ) ^ ^aw ^ <>• I I iX5 ^ j I • 

I •r^V 

1 During the reign of the just king, the refuge of the people of the 
world, Divinity’s own shadow, 

2 Shah-i-Sahib Qiran, the second Timur, Shihabu’d-Dm Muhammad , 
the King of Kings, 

3 Shahjahiin, the great Khaqan Humayiin Jiih, Sultan, son of the 
Sultan, 

4 One devoted to him, one of his subjects, ever so obedient to his 
beck and call, 

5 The spring of justice, the Ghazi, A‘zam Khan, whose sword is the 
life and soul to the body of the realm, 

6 Laid the foundation of a sarae in Gujarat, the like of which 
the eye of the age has never seen : 

7 How unsurpassed is its magnificence ! In {)oint of loftiness it has 
surpassed Saturn itself. 

8 In beauty and elegance it is paradise itself, where Kizwan (the Guard 
of Paradise) would love to be sentinel. 

9 Next to it the Qaysanya reached its completion, at the behests of the 
Khan, the just, who is the jewel of men. 

10 When I sought its chronogram from the invisible, a voice came : 
*The house of virtue and beneficence* (1047 A. H./I637 A. l\). 

The penultimate verse of this inscripion contains the word 
(qaysariya)^ which literally meant ^‘Imperial dignity”. Later on the name 
was given to the market in Isfahan, and so it now means a market general- 
ly. If we carefully consider the implication of this particular word, we shall 
see that it embodies the Persian tradition, working in A‘zam Khan*s brain. 
Being I^ersian by origin he tried to create a Persian atmosphere in India, 
as is obvious first from Persian design of the facade of the caravansarai, 
and secondly and specially from the fact that even to this day this part 
of the city of Ahmadabad (now known as Bhadra) is utilised like the 
^aditional qaysariya or market place. Quite near this monument of 
A‘zam Khan, adjoining the steps of Alaf's mosque, a market bazar is held 
every Friday^. 

1. This building of A*zain Klian served as jail from 1820-27, and it is still used 
as the city court. BG., p. 302 ; BA., Ft. II, pp. 58-60, Pis. 57-8. The first three 
couplets are missing in Burgess, but they were kindly supplied by Mr* A. B. Rajput. 
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A^zam Khan had founded two pargands, one named Khalilabadi after 
the name of his son, and the other named A^zamabad after his own name.^ 
At Ranpur on the frontier of the Kathiawar, a fort, a mosque, a well and 
some baths were built by him, as testified respectively, by four inscriptions 
dated 1048,1050, 1051 and 1052 A.ii. The inscription in Persian verse 
found on the Shahpur fort contains the chronogram in the last verse : 
A‘zam-i-Bilad ( greatest of the cities ) ( 1048 A. H. / 1639 A, D. ) and 
this clearly refers to the builder.^ MandeIsIo*s account of his stay at 
Ahmadabad in the course of his travels (1638-39 A. D.) refers to his meet- 
ing with A‘zam Khan. But he gives his name as “Arab Chan” which is 
obviously a mistake. On the 18th October Mandelslo proceeded, along 
with the English Chief, on a visit to the Governor. After about an hour’s 
conversation the visitors rose to take leave of the Governor, bur the latter 
requested them to stay and dine with him. The dinner was served exactly 
after the Persian style, such as Mandelsl o had already enjoyed at the court 
of the Shah of Persia at Isfahan^ 

In short, wherever A‘zam Khan served as governor, he built many 
superb monuments. He died at Jaunpur in 1059 A,H./ 1649 A.D. at the 
age of seventy-six. 

It will not be out of place while describing the Ahmadabad monu- 
ments to point out that just adjoining the present building of Sara! of 
A’zam Khan there is a Hindu temple which is daily visited by hundreds 
of devotees and next to it is the gateway ( the Bhadra ), which is an 
imposing monument of the Gujarat Muslim Kings. It spans the public 
highway. On the inner walls of the passage there are two inscriptions in 
Persian verse, in l^astaHiq style and facing each other. Both unfortunate- 
ly have been so badly, mutilated that not a single word can be deciphered, 
except one date 1030 A. H. / 1618 A. D. on the southern wall, which 
means that they belong to Jahangir’s period. These inscriptions resemble 
in design Nos. x b and xliii. 

XLIV 

Tombs of Fatima and Laylaji 

In the neighbourhood of inscription ix there is a single long strip of 
stone, which makes mention of two graves accompanied by a holy text. 
dU) dU) D) r I 

(?) ? 

1. MA., pp. 221-223 Vol. II, p. 126; MathiraUUrnara^ Vol. I. pp. 174-182. 

2. Corpus Inscriptionum Bhavanagari^ pp. 44-58. 

3. Mandelslo, Travels in Western India ( ed. by M. S. Commissariat ), 
Bombay, 1931, pp. 31-40. 
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1 b This is the grave of Fatima, the wife of Muhammad Mir. 

2 This is the grave of Laylaji’ the wife of Najam Khan* 

1052 A. H. (1642 A. D*) 

The former is incomplete and bears no date. The latter bears some 
date which is not very clear. It might be read as 1052 A.n./ 1642 A.D* 


XLV 


Mosques of Shaista Khan’s Period 

Nawab Shaista Khan was appointed as governor of Gujarat in 1063 
A.n. / 1652 A.D.*^ During his tenure of office extensive repairs were carried 
out on the old monuments of Ahmadabad. An inscription found on a 
loose stone lying in Vatwa is recorded by Burgess.^ It shows that a superb 
mosque, with a tank of water for ablutions, was constructed in 1063 
A. H./1652 A. D. in the period of Shaista Khan’s rule. 

XT.V (a) 

Ij a c-J Ij b ^ 

* OkAA» J^O 0 ^ 

ib 


1 During the governorship of Shaista Khan, who laid the foundation 
of this edifice of religion, 

2 By the Divine Grace, the Defender of the intellect, the mosque 
appeared with its exquisite reservoir. 

3 Concerning the year of its construction Had?, has said : **Say, 
*‘The mosque has become the Holy House’ (1063 a. h,/ 1651 A. D.) 


XLV (b) 

We also fortunately find another similar inscription in the central 
mehrab of the Jiwan Pol masjid which, though quite large, is devoid of any 
architectural beauty. The inscription concerns the building of a mosque 
during the same year. 




). vaJ 




iO joJ 

3 b AU ) b ) (>3 




y ) jib b Va«»C do ^3 Jj} 
bj JLi j) 


1. MA., pp. 238-243. 

2. BG., p. 307. 
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1 During the tenure of office of Shaista Khan who became the founder 
of the place of justice. 

2 For obedience to God, the Defender of the intellect, this best cons- 
tructed mosque appeared. 

3 When Hadi asked the year of the construction, a voice issued 
forth: ‘the second house of God is pure*. 1063 A. H./1651 A. D. 

The verses of these inscriptions have been composed by the poet Hadl.^ 
The exact location of the former mosque cannot be ascertained now. 

XLVl 

Abdul Wahfaab’s Masjid 

Between Kbanpur gate and Mirzapur a mosque, locally called Abdul 
Wahhab’s masjid^ bears several inscriptions. One is on its central mehrdb 
and the other above the right hand side of it. This* latter consists 
merely of holy texts appropriate to mosques. But the north and back 
walls of this mosque also have fixed into them some Persian verses on marble 
slabs. They are scattered anyhow indicating that they have been fixed 
haphazard in the walls. They have been rearranged here in proper order. 
Actually verses 1-6 are on the bays of the north wall and the rest are 
scattered anyhow. 

^XLVI (a) 

*a\ 

XLVl (b) 

j lu j u (*3 aU ) ^ y ) All ) 

‘a\ He who builds a mosque for Allah, the Exalted, from his rightly 
earned wealth and worships therein, Allah, the Exalted, will build for 
him a house in paradise of pearls and rubies. 

XLVl (c) 

t} o U) j ) yc 3 J ^ ^ ^ 

f 

j »yi J j ) _3 ji f 


1. Vide infra under No. XLVi (c). 
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j lUj j fij 0 
J jX^ U )^J ) J V>5 J J 

j<^ ^ f j (3 

v>^^i jfA. Jfi^lo kVi b / j ) 

V ^?J * J ^-=- ) 

J tyx*t^j J iXx 

I 


^ ti**# ^^l/« ^ 0^^ %XX^j^s)x, ^ ^ i^ilj ^ 

c;^^ [J^i ^v*? 

^3 jJ ) cib txc A Li ^ )j3 ) r^^y. < 

o Okfii'x/* J 0>3 ^ A 

<>^ t* ) ^ ^ 

(3^jy j ^ i>3a^/« * I ♦ 

V^i I * 

1A y*- 


1 Through the help and grace of God, the Adjuster of affairs* the Muni- 
ficent, there is none worthy of devotion and worship excepting He ; 

2 Through the blessings of Muhammad, the Prophet, who has become the 
cynosure of all in both the worlds, whether men, or genii, or angels; 

3 Blessings of God be on his progeny and his companions, who are 
the pillars of the faith and whose end is worthy of praise. 

4 During the period of the second Sahib-i-Qiran, Shiih Jahan, before 
whose throne the kings of Riim and China bow and prostrate 
themselves ; 

5 High is his destiny, his position more exalted than the sun, the con* 
quorer of lands the seat of whose splendour rules the mighty skies ; 

6 During the auspicious governorship of Sultan Murad Bakhsh, whose 
very approach opened the gates of beneficence and happiness, 

7 The pleasure-enhancing mausoleum of Shah Ghiathu’d-Dm of 
angelic nature, (son of) Sayyid Jalil, whose grace is universal ; 

8 The disciple and devotee of Saint Mohiu’d-Din, and through the 
fidelity of Khwaja Shahbaz, the one universally praised, 

9 With the permission and good pleasure the Lord of dignitaries he 
pointed out the path of truth,^ 

10 The mosque vies with paradise in point of elegance for the worship 
of the devotee. 

11 When Had! sought the chronogram, the voice came and said, “the 
mosque of graces” (l065 A. H./1654 A. D.) 

The Persian verses clearly mention that during the reign of Shah Jahan 
this mosque was erected at the mausoleum of Shah Ghiathu’-d-DIn and 
Sayyid JalTl, when Prince Murad Bakhsh was the governor of Gujarat. 
Murad remained in Ahmadabad till the struggle for the throne of Delhi 


1. The fragments being damaged and Scattered tbe meaning is not very clear, 
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arose among the sons of Shah Jahan and later on he declared himself 
the Sultan of Gujarat and struck coins in his own name* but Aurangzeb 
won the throne of Delhi, and Murad was forced to capitulate and was 
confined in the fort of Gwaliar. The date given by the chronogram falls 
well witlyn the governorship of Murad. 

The Mirat^-Ahmadi^ tells us that Sayyid Ghiathu’d-Din, , son of 
Abdul Jairi, son of Abdul Wahhab, surnamed Shahji, lies buried in Khanpur 
near the mausoleum of Mian Qutbu*d-Din Shahi. Sayyid Ghia tim’d- Din 
was one of the descendants of Sayyid Abdul Qadir Jilani of Baghdad. 
This is also confirmed by the mention of Khwaja Shahbaz in the eighth 
verse of the inscription, that he was his disciple. Khwaja Shabaz's real name 
was Malik Sharafu’d-Din, son of Malik Abdul Quddus. He was one of the 
well-known saints of Burhanpur. Malik Abdul Quddus used to live in 
Ahmadabad, but getting dissatisfied with the king of Ahamadabad, he left 
for Burhanpur, where he settled down and ultimately died. After him his 
son Shahbiiz Shah came to Ahmadabad at the age of fourteen to receive his 
religious training from Shaikli ‘Ah, surnamed ‘ Khatib,’ successor of Qutb-i- 
‘Alam Bukhari, and later became a well-known saint of Burhanpur where be 
died on 10th Kabi II, 934 A.H/3rd Jan. 1528 A.D.^ The present mosque is 
locally attributed to Abdul Wahhab, who lies buried in the mausoleum 
near by. He died on 11th Rabi I, 935 A.n,/24th Nov. 1528 and was also 
buried at Ahmadabad.^ 

This inscription in Persian verse, composed by Mirza HMi of 
Shahristan^ is important because it mentions Prince Murad as Sultan 
Murad Bakhsh. We have had so far no other inscriptional evidence giving 
this title to the Prince. 


XLVIT 

Kotwal Khan’s Tomb 

In the compound of Ahmad’s rauza in the Manek Chauka grave stone 
bears Persian verses giving the chronogram of the death of one Kotwal 
Khan who died at Ahmadabad on 7th Ramazan, 1066 A.H./31st May 1656 
A.D. From these verses we gather that he was well-known for his genero- 
sity towards the poor and mercy towards the helpless.^ 

^ lyi j v> ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ 

1. MA., Vol. II, p. 40 ; BA., Pt. II, p- 68. The writer is extremely grateful 
to Mr. Q. M. Munir, Superintendent, of Archaeology, Western Circle, Poona, for 
permitting him to study the estampage of this inscription in his office. 

2. Barkafu'l- Auliy a, pp, 53, 03^65, 3. I6fd, pp. 63-65. 

4. Abdul Ch&ni, Tazkirniu'sh-Shu*ra^ p, IA4, 5. BG., p. 295. 
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^ jJjI ;J)i> 

vj V J (J^ j) u^h^ 

vs; fj} ) ii>^‘<^^ j j) L-aW ^Ij^ fi^ O^ ^ v^ I 

In one thousand sixty six (1066 A. H.) secretly Kotwal Khan 
Came out and departed pompously towards paradise ; 

It was the seventh of the month of Sha’ban when that beloved one 
Concealed underground his moon-like countenance; 

He sowed but good seed on the earth. 

This Hatim of the age, by the grace of the helping God, 

As his universal bounty extended to all mankind, 

Even the wicked among men and genii praise his generosity.^ 

O gracious Creator, upon this noble tomb 
Pour thy showers of mercy and reward. 

XL VIII 

Jami* Masjid of Pir Muhammad Shah^ 

Three inscriptions, besides those noted under No. ill are found 
on the mehrabs of the congregational mosque of Pir Muhammad Shah. 
They appear to be the original inscriptions of the same mosque, and they 
might have been fixed exactly where they at present exist. The first 
bears the Kalima, the names of four companions of the Prophet, and the 
date 1077 A.H./1666 A. D. 

XLVIII (a) 

l-oor ^ ^ ^ ^ *11 ) 3^ ) /«1 ) J 

It I.vv r'y^ jiL ^!) 

‘b\ Out of regard for Abu Bakr, ‘Omar, ‘Othman and ‘All, O Allah 
prosperously inaugurate this. Year 1077 a. ij. (1666 A. n.) 

xLviir (b) 

d)) 0-*^ all) J) ;.)) J 

nr& ,./»/• ^ oj-to 

‘6*. Lamp and Mosque and M.ehrab and Pulpit, 

Abu Bakr and 'Omar and ‘Othman and Haider 

Hazrat MTr Mohiu’d-DIn. Year 1135 A. H. (1722 A. D.) 

1. If we read J b jjjg meaning will “until the day of resurrec* 

tion men and genii will praise bis generosity." 

2. BG., p. 304. 
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XLVIII (c) 

The third is in Persian verse concerning the mosque. 

-iiV u ri ^ j f f ‘^. j (•J 

No one remained plunged in sin who had such a Sayyid for his guide. 

I do not think you will injure and abandon Sa'di, for he has no other 
place but the shadow of His favour. 

XLIX 

Mosque of Sayyid Muhammad 

A‘zam Khan, as we have seen above (xLiii), had a son named Khalil. 
It seems, therefore, very probable that the word khalil in the verses of the 
inscription (from XLViil) might be an allusion to this son of A'zam Khan. 

/ '^ ’jT 

Sayyid Muhammad built an elegant mosque, 

In which man may worship the glorious God ; 

It is proper for thee regard it as the twin of the Ka‘ba; 

Its chronogram is Bait-i-Khalitl (the house of Khalil)^ 

The writer is Abdu’r-Rahman, year 1092 A. H. (1681 A. D.) 

L 

Mosque of Musa Suhag 

Two inscriptions are found on the mosque locally called the Musa 
Suhag masjid. It is situated on the right side of the road to the camp. 
Musa Suhag was a well-known saint belonging to the Chishtia order, who 
wore bracelets on his arms and lived with street-dancers in order to conceal 
his Sufism. He was much respected even by Shab-i-‘Alam as a great saint 
of his days. When he died on 10th Rajab, 853 A.H. / 29th Aug. 1449 A.D. 
he was buried with the bracelets upon his arms, for the tradition of 
the Prophet says that on the day of resurrection men will rise as they had 
lived in this world.^ In Ahmadabad there are four graves in the Bagh-i- 
ShahT, but no one knows which one is that of Musa Suhag. He is 
regarded as a great saint who worked miracles. One of the best remembered 
of these is that once there was no rain in Ahmadabad for a long period, 
and the people of Ahmadabad gathered round him and begged him to pray 
to Almighty God for rain. And, as he prayed, rain began to come down 
heavily and averted the impending famine.^ 

1. BG., p. 304, 2. MA., Vol. II, p. 48. 3. BarkStu'l-AutiyO. pp. 44-45. 
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L(a) 

j L* j ^ oA L*# ^ k>j3 ) ^Syiy 

J U v:; I J f lJ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

M • ♦ 

When by the Divine grace Ja‘far 

Built a mosque with elegant arrangements, 

Ahmad said for its chronogram, 

‘He adorned the place of prayer*. (1100 a. H./1688 A. D.) 

t,(b) 

i . . . ^ J ~ J viT^'^y ) *1^ ) 

I l-t* f*- J»»> yj» ... ^ ... JU 

*a% *j 5’, ‘fe’, ‘n’. Written by Jalal in the year 1102 A. n. (1690 A. D.) 

Ja‘afar and Jalat, the two names mentioned in these two inscriptions, 
were noteworthy men. Both of them belong to the family of Shah ‘Alam of 
Ahmadabad. The full name of the former was Sayyid Ja‘far Majid ‘Alam. 
He was the son of Sayyid Jalal Majid ‘Alam and he died on the 18th Mohar- 
ram 1119 A.1I./ 21st April 1707 A.o. The full name of the latter was Sayyid 
Ja^Iu’d-Din Hamid ‘Alam. He was the son of Sayyid Muhammad Mahbub 
‘Alam. He wrote two treatises, the M.iratu’ 7 '-Rdya, dealing with the 
interpretations of dreams, and the Miftahul-Hajat (Dispenser of Needs). 
He died on the 20th of Zu’l Hijja, 1114 A.H./7th May, 1703 a.d.^ 

LI 

The Qazi Masjid 

Three short inscriptions, consisting of holy texts, are found in a mosque 
called the Qazi Masjid, adjoining the Madrasa of Hidayat Bakhsh, in the 
Astodya quarter. The mosque itself is also of much importance. 

LI (a) 

M • f* ^ (w, ) ^ b 

A place of worship which was founded upon duty (to Allah) from the 
first day (Qur., ix, 108) 

The date of foundation is year 1102 A. H. (1690 A. D.) 

ij (b) 

III* /"L. 4Jd 1 

1. MA., Vol. II, p. 29. 
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A mosque is to yield to prayer of one who prayed in it. 

The date of i>raying in it is the year 1110 A. il. (1698 A. D,) 

LI (c) 

III I* /-•Lj 

O Allah ! pour upon Muhammad, your Prophet, the unlettered, and 
upon his family and his companions, blessings and peace. 

The date of its completion is the year 1 112 A. li. (1700 A. D.) 

It is very interesting to note here that the three inscriptions in the 
central mehrab give the dates of its foundation 1102 A.H. / 1690 A.D., of the 
first prayers offered therein, i.e.of the inauguration of the masjid, 1110 A.ll./ 
1698 A.D., and of the completion of the building in 1112 A.H,/1700 A.D. All 
these three inscriptions are in the best T^askht style of calligraphy. This is 
the only monument of its type which bears the inscriptions giving the 
dates for the different stages of construction.' 

LII-LIV 

Monuments of Nawab Shaja*at Khan 

During the reign of Aurangzeb, Kar Talab Khan, entitled Shaja'at 
Khan, was appointed the Subedar of Gujarat in 1098 A.H./1686 a.d. In the 
course of the long tenure of his governorship at Ahmadabad he established 
complete law and order and founded many useful institutions which continue 
to exist even to our day. The people of Ahmadabad have continued to main- 
tain them very efficiently and very successfully. In 1 104 a.h,/1692 A.D. he 
had acquired two hundred cart-loads of marble from Pattan for the erection 
of a mosque, a college and his own mausoleum, which he had planned to erect 
in Ahmadabad.^ The mosque is, perhaps, the best specimen of later 
Gujarat Muslim architecture, being influenced by the Mughal style, and was 
built in 1107 A.H. / 1695 A.D. It has one inscription (lii a) in the central 
mehrab giving the Kalima, with the date, and two Names of God, viz., 
*the Opener’ and ‘the Key*, on either side. Just above the Kalinia there is 
another Bismillah inscribed (t^ii b) with the date 1127 a,ii./1715 A.D. Both 
these inscriptions are the best specimens of the T^askKi style."^ Adjoining 
the mosque are situated the college, founded by him in 1109 A.H./1697 A.D., 
and the cistern in the courtyard of the mosque. The dates of both are 
indicated in the chronogram contained in the verses about them on a marble 
slab at the entrance of the mosque. 

1. BA., Pt. II, pp. 62-63, Pis. 64-65. 

2. BA., Pt. II, pp. 61-62, Pis. 62-64; MA., Vol, I, pp. 328, 341. 

3. For reproduction see frontispiece. 
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LIII (a) 

j ^ vi^ ^ ^ ^ 

I I ♦ 1 

The Khan of exalted position, Shaja‘at Khan, 

May God be his helper and protector. 

For the sake of firood lie built a College, 

He provided a centre for the seekers of knowledge, 

I sought its chronogram from reason, 

It replied, ‘It is the seat of learning and the abode of bounty*. 
1109 A.H. (1697 A. D.). 


I I • 9 


LITI (b) 


This cistern which Nawab Shaja‘at Khan got prepared, 

That wise Khan made it a lasting good. 

It itself thus gave its chronogram to the thirsty ones : 

‘In recollection of Husain drink the sweet water’ 1109 A.H. (1697 A.D.) 


LIV 


Adjoining this mosque, a little to the north, there is a very imposing 
mausoleum having a Mughal bulbous dome. It is the rauza of Nawab 
Shaja‘at Khan who died in 1113 a,h./1701 A.d. His death is recorded in two 
inscriptions, one at the entrance of the mausoleum and the other on the 
sarcophagus itself. They bear Persian verses and holy texts respectively. 


LIV (a) 



j) 0/ Jiii 
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TJie Khan havingf paradise as his abode, 

Moved from this world to the garden of paradise ; 

The twilight became drowned in blood on account of mourning, 

The sphere raised lamentations from its heart. 

7'he father of the kingdom and the mother of time 
Had never witnessed such a great mourning ; 

All the high and the low say, 

“Alas ! Shaja‘at Khan departed from the world, 

No governor has dispensed justice and displayed kindness in 
this manner ; 

His rule surpassed that of king Naushirwan in justice**. 

Reason gave thus the year of his death : 

*The exalted Khan*, which became the chronogram for the great 
soul. (1113 A. il/1701 a. dJ. 

LTV (b) 

db j )) } ^ • I D J I dl) ) I 

^ ^ ) /-d-oA J I il 1 J *** ) ^ ^ he b I* 

) ^d> /s] 1>) ) yii 

I lir oUj 

^ jJSuc j d*id5 U j u-i) ) 

V, *b\ Say : “My slaves who have been prodigal to their own 
hurt, despair not of the mercy of Allah, who forgiveth all sins. Lo> 
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful (Qur’an, xxxix, 53). 

The date of his decease is Thursday the fourteenth of the month of 
Safar, in the year one thousand one hundred and thirteen of the Hijrat 
of the Prophet (I4th July 1701 A. D. ) 

The form and the style of the inscription of the sarcaphagus shows that 
it is an imitation of similar earlier inscriptions found in Gujarat. 

About Nawab Shaja‘at Khan himself we find a letter in the Ruqa^at- 
i-Alam^n that when the news of his death reached the court, the names of 
several candidates were suggested to succeed him, such as Khair Andesh 
Khan and ‘Atiqu*Hah Khan, but Prince Muhammad A‘zam was appointed. 
The fact, however, remained that no one could adequately replace his loss.^ 

LV 

Baba Ldlu’s Shrine 

There is an inscription on a loose stone in the shrine of Baba Lolu, near 
Abu Turab’s tomb, outside the city, toward the south. Abu Muhammad, sur- 

l. Billimoria, J. H., Letters of Aurangzeb^ Bombay, 1908, pp. 118*19. 
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Darned Baba Lolii, was one of those twelve Babas, whose prayers had 
sanctified the foundation of Ahmadabad. Some writers have called him 
Lolu owing to his business as a pearl dealer^. Burgess has furnished a 
brief description of Baba Lolu's mosque.^ 

Ij dJJ ) i>^acv/* dH ) B I I J 

iVi b «3^J Vi,/*'? ^ I li 0 

I MV 

) 0 Iaw 6 

'a\'b\ Muhammad, AIT, Fatima, Husain, H^lsan; 

This daughter of Zuhra has herself pronounced the chronogram 
*The choice, which was sufficient, was well attained*. 

Year 1117 A. H. ( 1706 A. v.) 

The mother of Muhammad Ja'afar, son of Muhammad AIT, son of 
Sayyid Mahmiid Sadat Barah, (resident of) Kihtura. 

LVI 

Najmu*d-Dawla, Founder of the House of Cambay. 

Near the mausoleum of Kustam * AIT Khan at Ahmadabad one of 
the tombstones records the following inscription, which informs us 
that the person lying buried underneath was the great grandfather of the 
present ruler of Khambayat (Cambay) : — 

i>J J liJ^ U tiaI J b |.aR3 ) jy® 

I I ^ ]js \^ ) li) I > b Uy I ^ 

— V— i) J ^ U 

Mirza Muhammad Najm ThanT, entitled Momin Khan, Najmu'd- 
Dawla, Dilawar Jang, (died) Tuesday, 8th of the month of Muharram, 
the revered, year 1156 A. H. (15th March 1743 A. u.).^ 

The author of the MiraUuAhmadi has fully discussed the impor- 
tant and manifold part played by this great personage in later Gujarat 

1. MA., Vol. II. p. 61. 2. BGi, p. 78, No. 99, 309 ; BA., Pt. II, pp. 45-47 

PI, 54-56. 

3, 1 am much indebted to Prof. Commissariat for directing my attention to 
this important epigrapbic record which is the only one of its kind. My thanks 
are also due to Mr. }. B. Qadri, Pleader at Ahmadabad, who took the trouble to 
supply the text by joining the broken pieces together. The epigraph Is likely to 
perish soon, for the pieces are already in a crumbling state. 
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history. He began his career as the Mutasaddi, i. e., officer in charge of 
Khambayat, and fought many battles against the Marathas. Later on, he 
became the Subedar of Gujarat and introduced useful reforms. When the 
father of the author of the MirdUi-Ahmadi returned from his pilgrimage 
to the Hijaz, he stayed at Khambayat with him as his guest.’ 

LVII 

Tomb of Sayyid Qutbu'd-Din 

. Just near the mosque of inscription No. Xl.v b there is another 
adjoining the grave of Nau Gaz Pir which contains one inscription in 
J^ashhi characters in the central mehrdb. It is not easy to decipher 
it. It is full of holy texts and refers to one Sayyid Qutbu‘d-Din’s 
tomb, who died on 27th Juma II, 1158 A. n.(?) / 27th July 1745 a.d. 

Shrine of Sayyid *Aidrus 

In Ahmadabad the shrine of ‘Aidrus, in the Jhaweriwada near Panjar- 
pol* is a fine piece of architecture having an imposing dome. There 
are some graves in its courtyard and by chance two of them bear marble 
slabs with inscriptions which are dated 1194 and 1199 A.H. / 1779 and 
1784 A. Y). The first has some name in symbolical words and the second 
shows that one Abdulla, son of Sulaiman, was buried therein.^ 

LIX 

Tomb of Ruknu'l-Haq 

This is a short iuscription recording the death of Ruknu’l-Haq in 1200 
A.H./1785 A.D.'’ 

^3 ^3 Jo j ^ flaae) Ui O ^ ) 0 j J 

oi ji Me J ji JS J j 0 J |3 jXSk. 

I r ♦ ♦ 

When Kuknu’l-Haq went away from tae mansion of the world, 

In one moment he reached under the shadow of the Tuba 

(the celestial tree). 

The invisible herald gave the news of the year of decease : 

*He went from here to the highest paradise’- 

(1200 A. H. / 1785 A. D.) 

1. MA.. (Barodaed.), Pt. II, pp. 129, 1^5, 163-64, 209, 220, 231-36. 242, 273, 
276-77. 2. The transcript and translation have been omitted. 

3. BG., p. 309. No. 50. 
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Conclusion 

Various aspects of Gujarat Muslim history have been discussed above 
with the help of inscriptions from various Muslim monuments of Ahmad- 
abad. Tliese sliow the numerous changes of fortune that have played their 
part in the history of this place. They show too the many actors of different 
shades and cults who have enriched the culture of Muslim Gujarat. These 
monuments have, after meeting with so many changes and mishaps* 
come down to us as records of the past. To observe them and to describe 
them as faithfully as possible with the aid of the data available has been the 
task of this effort. Yet one should not claim finality in historical studies* 
because the discovery of new material in the future may throw some 
further light on many an imi^ortant event noted above. 

We should not forget that Ahmadabad holds a unique position in our 
country, for here the mediaeval culture of the people of Gujarat remains 
largely unaffected, although modern ideas have already begun to filter in. 
When we ramble through the zigzag old streets of Ahmadabad we 
may pass some splendid ancient Muslim monument on one side, and the old 
dwellings exhibiting the best that was of mediaeval domestic architecture 
on the other. We notice all around the real Gujarat and hear the 
purest form of Qujarati. The women chiefly, who are the real represen- 
tatives of the culture of a nation, whether Hindu or Muslim, are clad in 
their typical Gujarati dress, such as they used to wear even in the olden 
days. It will not be an exaggeration if we add that even though Hindu 
and Muslim cultures are distinct from each other, still here in Gujarat a 
special blend has been evolved in the mode of the daily life of the people of 
Gujarat, just as the harmonious blending of the Jaina trabeate and the 
Muslim arched system is found in later architecture of Gujarat. 

A good many descendants of the old families of Gujarat, which held 
high positions either in administrative or in religious walks of life still exist. 
Their forefathers had contributed substantially towards the architectural 
beauties of Gujarat and of Ahmadabad. In spite of their splendid old 
family traditions, it seems a pity that but few of them are aware of their 
past history and their glorious heritage. 

Ahmadabad, in our present age of machinery, has become the Manches- 
ter of India, and can aptly be called a city of factories. It has today 
become a town of smoke, as once it used to be the town of dust ; for the 
Emperor Jahangir had indeed named it *the Town of Dost.* (Gardabad). 
The inseparable romance and spiritual atmosphere which brood over the 
monuments of Ahmadabad shall ever remain unaltered even though they 
are shorn of their past splendour today. Mere words are powerlees to ex- 
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press with fidelity the charm and the sentiments of reverence one feels 
amidst these glorious monuments. These feelings are of grateful remem- 
brance and serve to perpetuate the memory of their builders. After visiting 
these superb monuments we always return bringing away with us some 
of the spiritual fragrance which has gathered round them. This fragrance 
clings to our minds and keeps the memory of the past ever green. And we 
spontaneously utter a prayer for their builders, in the words of the Prophet 
Muhammad, which are inscribed on so many of them : 

“ Who builds a place of worship for Allah, Allah shall build a similar 
house for him in paradise. ” 
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Noor Kubeer, 47 

Nurullah, Faqir, 23 

Nuru‘8-Safir, 8, 7, 18 a 

Nusrat Shah, 27, 34 

Nuzhaiu'l-Arwaht 84 


O 


•Omar, 81, 82, 93 
Oriental College, Lahore, 74 
Oriental College Magazine^ 9n, 33 w, 59 w 
Oriental Memoirs, 31, 32 n 
‘OthamSn, 81, 82, 93 


P 


Fanipat, 27 
Fanjab, 27 
Panjar Pol, 100 
Parwiz, 48 

PatharavSli Masjid, 48 
Pattan, 11 
Fendentive, 15 

Persian, 7, 9, 18 21, 22, 28 «, 33, 38, 
43, 44, 56 n, 65 n, 68, 74 n, 75, 83, 
84, 86, 87. 88, 92. 93 
Pickthall, Marmaduke. 19 
Pietra-diira, 15, 50 
Pir Muhammad Shah, 25, 48, 66, 73, 
74, 83. 93 

Police Officer, (Ahmadabad) 68 
Poonai 91 n 


Prakara^ 35 

Prince of Wales Museum, 12, 69 


Q 


Qadir Kb an, 180 
Qadri. Mr. J. li., 99 
Qala‘ Arak (Bhadra), 86 
Qtnjsarhjfi, 86, 87 
Qazi Masjid, 95 
Qibla, 51 

Qiwamu’l-Muik, (Mahk Sarang, Malik 
u’sh-Sharg.), 60, 61, 62 
Quran. 18, 19, 20. 21, 38, 52, 54, 55, 59 » 
83, 84, 95, 98 

Qur Beg Maimana^ 48, 49, 50 
Qusai. *81, 82 

Qutb-i-‘Alani, 14. 57. 58. 59, 92 
Qutb Khan, 66 
Qutb Sayyid. 46 
Qutb Shah Dewan, 46 
Qutb sou of Muhaminad son of Kliwa- 
jagi, 45, 46 

Qutbu’d-Din, see Ahmad If. 
Qutbu*d-Din. Vazir, 46 

R 


Rai Bhim, 61 

Railway Station, (Ahmadabad) 36. 80 
Rajab, 21 

R&ja Bhagwandas, 33 n 

R3ja Karan Solanki, 26 

Rajavinoda, 9 

Rajpur, 53 

Rajput, 22, 55 

Rajput, A. B., 87 n 

Rajputana, 27 

Rakhyal, 51, 52 

Ramal, 21 

Hana Patai, 67 

Ran a Udasingh, 67 

Rauder, 41 

Rani Raj Bai, 48 

Rani SabniY, 14, 16, 68, 73. 74 

Rani Sarani, 74 

RSni Sipri, 74 

Kanpur, 88 

Ras Mala, 26 

Rasulahad, 39, 58, 64 

Raval, 67 

Raykhad, 38, 80 
Razeb (Rajab), 32 
Rekhta, 59 

Ross, Sir Edward Dension, 8 
Rud3devi, Rani (Queen), 73 
RubaM, 21 
Ruknu’l-Haq, 100 
Rum, 91 _ 

RiigaUit-i-* Alamgir, 98 
Rustam 'Ali Khan, 99 
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Sabarmati, 26, 37, 38» 40, 57 
Sachau, 26 

Badashlv Ramchandra, 62 
Sadhu, 27 
Sa‘dl, 94 

Sa*du’d-Din, 81, 82 
Sa*du*d'’Din, see Mahmud III 
Saharan, 10, 27 
Sahatapura, 29, 30, 33 
Saif Khan, 39 
Saitpur, STtapur, Sitpur, 33 
SakhSwal 27 
SalSbat Khan, 10 
SamSna, 27 

Sankalia, Dr. H. D., 36 n 
Sanskrit, 9, 29, 30, 33, 72 
Sarani^pur, 55, 80 
Sarang Sultani, 55 
Sarani, 74 n, 

Sarasenic, 15, CO 

Sarfaraz, Prof. K. B. Shaikh ‘Abdul 
Qadir., 84 n 
Sarkhej, 47, 76 
Sayyid ‘Abdul Haye, 8, 26 
Sayyid ‘Abdul KhSliq, 46 
Sayyid ‘Abdul Qadir JilSni, 46, 92 
Sayyid ‘Aidrus, 100 
Sayyid ‘Alam Abu Bakr Husaini, 

41, 42 

Sayyid Burh5nu*d-Dim 64 
Sayyid Ja‘far Majid ‘Alam, 95 
Sayyid JalSl, 59 
Sayyid Jalal Majid ‘Alam, 95 _ 

Sayyid Jalahi’d-Din Hamid ‘Alam. 95 
Sayyid Kama! Junairi, 38 
Sayyid Mahmud, Sadat Barah, 96 
Sayyid Muhammad, 23, 94 
Sayyid Muhammad, grandson of 
Shah ‘Alam, 59 

Sayyid Muhammad M ahbub ‘A lam. 95 
Sayyid Qasim, 42 
Sayyid Qutbu’d-Din, 100 
Sayyid Shah Shaikh Jeo, 23 
Shaffa*i, ImSm, 18 
Shaf‘f.KhaTi Bakhshiu’l-Mulki, 38 
(SafL Khan) 

Shah ‘Alam, 23. 58, 65, 94. 95 
Shah ‘Ali Ji Gam Dhani, 80, 82 
ShahbSz Khwaja, 90, 91, 92 
Shah Fazil, 68; 84 
Sbahi gardens, 40 

Shahjahan, 39. 40, 45, 59, 86, 87, 90, 91 
Shahji, 81 

Shahji ‘Abdul Wahhab, 91 
Shah Khub^ 79 
Shah Nama-i^Ifind, 49 n 
Shah of Persia, 88 
Shah, P. O., 7 n 
Shah Quli Mahram, 33 n 
Shahpur, 78, 83, 88 
ShahristSn, 92 


Shah Wajihu'd-Din, 41 
Shaikh Ahmad Khattu, 47, 48 
Shaikh ‘Ali Ehatib, 92 
Shaikh Hasan Ohishti, 83 
Shaikh Ishaq, 48 
Shaikh KamSl, 47 
Shaikh Khattu, 48 
Shaikh Malik son of Fakhr, 63 
Shaikh Muhammad *Ali, 24 
Shairani, H. M., 9. 33 n, 59 n,* 

Shaista Khan, Nawab, 89 
Shaja'at Khan, general of Sher Khan 
Suri, 80 

Shaja‘at Khan, Nawab (SubedSr), 40, 
96. 97. 98 
Shams Khan, 10 
Shams Khan Dandaiii, 10. 27 
Shams Khan (son of Fard KhSn), 78, 79 
Sharf son of KamiXl, 75 
Sher Khan (Shah) Suri, 80 
Shihabu’d-Din. 53 
Shiraz, 36 

Shiikr Khan son of Ahmad, 10. 13 
Sidhpur, 33 n 
Sidi Bashir, 62. 80 

Sidi Sa*ld, Shaikh Sa‘Td al-Habashi 
Sultani, 17 

Sidi Shamsu‘sh-Shamiis Mohiu*d-Din 
Abdul Qadir b. Abdulla ‘Aidrusi, 
17-18 

Sikandar (Zia ud~Din), 10, 11 

Bikandar, 16 

Sirhind, 27 

Sirohi, 33 n 

Solaiman, 32 

Solar Year, 14, 74 

Sorath, 33, 42 

Squinch arch, 15 

Sufism, 94 

Sulaiman, 28, 31. 33 
Sultan MurSd, 90, 91 
Sunehri Masjid, 50 
Surat. 8, 41, 69 


T 


Tabfikat’-i-’Akbari, 31, 33/1, 66 /1 
Tabaqat’-^i’-Husam Khani, 67 
Tafsir-i-Baizawi, 84 
Taghi, 26 

Taj KbSn b. SSlSr, 23, 65 
Taj KhSn Narpali, 23 n, 65 
Taj Mahal of Agra, 16. 39 
Tajpur, 22, 45. 84 
Taksara, 29, 30 
Tanka, 67 
Tank tribe, 27 
Taraporevala, Dr. J. J. B., 4 

Tarikh-i-Bahadur Shahi, 67 
Tarikh-i-Mubnrak Shaht^ 28 n« 34 n 
Tarikh-i-MuzaffoT Shahi 9 
Tarikhs (Chronograms), 21 
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Vlll 

Tatar Khan, Muhammad Bhah I, 
Tazkiratu* 9 h~S hu^ra, 45 
ThSnesar, 27 
Timar, 28 

Tin Dartvaza, 36 ^ 

Travels in Wn^tern India (Madelalo), 
8S w 

Tuba, 100 
TughSii Sultaui, 68 
Tughluqs, 28 

Tuhfa Sultani entitled Taju l-Mulk, 
51, 62 
Turkish, 78 

Turzik-i-Jahangirif 45 


U 


Udayaraja, 9 

Ujjain, 40 

'Ulugh Khan, 79 

Ulugh -i-Qultugh, 28, 31 

Urdu. 59, 76, 80, 82 

Urdu (Quarterly), Delhi, 82 

UstSdQazi, 33 


Varuna, 72 

Vatwa, (Batwa) 39, 57, 58, 89 
Vavs (step wells), 14, 28, 69, 72, 73 
Vazalmool, 32 


VerSwal, 34 
Vikrama era, 30 
Vlrasimha, 73 


W 

WajihuM -Mulk, 10, 28. 29. 31. 32 
33, 34 

Waliullah, 24 
Wazeer-ool-Mulk, 47 

Y 


YSdgSr. 76 

Yad-i-Ayyam, 8, 26, 84 n 
Yahya, 42, 64, 76. 77 
Ya'qub, 81, 82 
Yaqut Musta*sami, 59 
Yusuf. 85, 86 
Yusuf (Malik ‘Aylam), 47 

Z 


Zafar Khan, see Muzaffar Shah 1 

ZamSn, Bibi, 56 

Zamzam, 45, 77 

Zih Barani, 26 n 

Ziau’d-*Din, see Sikandar 

Zuhra, 99 
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IV a Step-welUi.7! ) at Sahatapura IV b Step-well (. /j: ) at Baroda 
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VllI Mosque built by Ahmad I 
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Uv Courtesy of Messrs Longmans 
Oicen Si Co.. Horn bay 







Xa Mosque built by Ahmad I 
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XIII Mosque of Ni/am b. Hilal 




XV Farman in favour of Malik Sha'ban 



By Courtesy of Messrs Longmans 
Green & Co.. Bombay 






XVl Makhduma-i-Jahan’s Mosque 



XVII Mosque of Saran|-i-SuUam 



8 



lev' - >4i" 

XlX Mosque of Dasturu‘l-Mulk 



isr' X nr 
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XX a Mosque of Malik Isan 



17 ^" ; 18 " 


XXI MosqUe of Baha Nekbakht 



22 ^’ ;< 15 " 
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XXll Qiwamu'l-Mulk’s Mosque 



12i'’ x9'' 


Xi 





XXIV Shah ‘Aiam's Rauza 



2fi’' . ‘J" 

XXV a-c Mosque of Muhafiz Khan 

lO" 10” ; 10” X 10” ; 








23 ’' : - «” 

XXVIII a b c Bai Harir's Monuments 

19" 7” : 



22i X 14’ 


Z" y. 13' 
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XXIX Khonja Bi s Mosque 




XXXI Mosque of Bahadur Shah's Reign 



14" xU" 


XXXIII Mosque of Farhatu'l-Mulk 



15'," .< 7't" By CouTlesv of Messrs Lomlmans 
Green 4c Co., Bombay 
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XXXIV Mosque of Shams Kkan 




XXXIX Poet Naziri's Tomb ? 






XLV b Mosque of Shaista Khan 



i9.r'x 12.1" 

LVn Sayyid Qutbu'd- Din’s Grave 



1. The Bulletin is the official organ of the Deccan College, newly 
revived by the Government of Bombay as the Deccan College 
Postgraduate and Research Institute. 

2. The Bulletin appears at least four times in the year. 

3. Contributions are accepted only from scholars connected with the 
Deccan College Postgraduate and Research Institute. 

4. Each contribution must be type-written on one side of the paper 
only and must be completely press-ready. No additions other than 
corrections of printer’s errors will be admitted after its acceptance 
for publication. 

5. The Publication Committee reserves to itself the right of accept- 
ing, rejecting or modifying any contribution received for publica- 
tion. 

6. Authors will receive twenty-live reprints of their contributions free 
of charge. Additional reprints may, however, be obtained, on 
payment of a small fee to cover cost of paper and ink, by 
previous arrangement with the Registrar. 

7. The annual subscription is Rs. 12/- post free, to be paid strictly 
in advance. 

8. Subscribers should register their names with the Registrar, Deccan 
College Postgraduate and Research Institute, Poona 1. 

9. All Communications regarding the Bulletin should be addressed 
to : — 

The Managing Editor, 

Bulletin of the Deccan College Research 
POONA 1 








Pri;;t^5 by VitH^ ’ Hajri Baryb. 

- Na^n -'BcxMia 

^ Decxran.Qiyiege^^^gra 





